
MIDWEEK OF LENT 5 

MARCH 24, 2021 

RETURN TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

AS WE GATHER 

In the conclusion of his First Letter to his co-worker Timothy, Paul encourages his young 

friend with a shared vision of what is to come as God fulfills all things. He writes of “the 

appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which He will display at the proper time—He who is the 

blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords” (1 Timothy 6:14–15). As Jesus 

stood before Pilate, who seemed to have the full authority of life and death over Him, our Savior 

knew who He was and what His kingdom was and is and will be. “My kingdom is not of this 

world,” Jesus stated (John 18:36a). With the psalmist, we affirm, “The LORD will reign forever” 

(Psalm 146:10). The very best and most blessed time under His gracious kingship is yet to be! 

 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

OPENING HYMN: #438 - A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES (Joel 2:13; Psalm 103:10; 79:9) 

P Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 

 

P He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

C nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

 

P Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Your name; 

C deliver us, and atone for our sins, for Your name’s sake! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Let us make our confession to our God, seeking His grace and forgiveness. Together we 

speak the hymn “Lord, to You I Make Confession.” 

 

1 Lord, to You I make confession: 

    I have sinned and gone astray, 

I have multiplied transgression, 

    Chosen for myself my way. 

Led by You to see my errors, 

Lord, I tremble at Your terrors. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=756FTRuX-Nw&ab_channel=LutheranQuartet


 

2 Yet, though conscience’ voice appall me, 

    Father, I will seek Your face; 

Though Your child I dare not call me, 

    Yet receive me in Your grace. 

Do not for my sins forsake me; 

Let Your wrath not overtake me. 

 

3 For Your Son has suffered for me, 

    Giv’n Himself to rescue me, 

Died to save me and restore me, 

    Reconciled and set me free. 

Jesus’ cross alone can vanquish 

These dark fears and soothe this anguish. 

 

4 Lord, on You I cast my burden— 

    Sink it in the deepest sea! 

Let me know Your gracious pardon, 

    Cleanse me from iniquity. 

Let Your Spirit leave me never; 

Make me only Yours forever. 
Text: Public domain 

 

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your 

sins. 

 

SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O God our Father, grant that, despite our failures and sins, we find redemption through 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and with hopeful hearts await the glory of His kingdom of eternal 

grace. With boldness and confidence, we ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

+ WORD + 
 

FIRST READING – Exodus 19:1-6 

P A reading from Exodus, the nineteenth chapter. 

 1On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on 

that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2They set out from Rephidim and came 

into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped 

before the mountain, 3while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the 

mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 



4You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ 

wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and 

keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the 

earth is mine; 6and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are 

the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM - Psalm 145:8–13 

P 8The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

C  9The LORD is good to all, 

  and his mercy is over all that he has made. 

P  10All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

  and all your saints shall bless you! 

C  11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 

  and tell of your power, 
 12to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, 

  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

P  13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

  and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

C  The LORD is faithful in all his words 

  and kind in all his works. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

SECOND READING - Romans 14:13–17 

P A reading from Romans, the fourteenth chapter. 

 13Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never 

to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 14I know and am persuaded 

in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for anyone who thinks 

it unclean. 15For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer walking in 

love. By what you eat, do not destroy the one for whom Christ died. 16So do not let what 

you regard as good be spoken of as evil. 17For the kingdom of God is not a matter of 

eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL - John 18:28–38 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 



28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It 

was early morning. They themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that 

they would not be defiled, but could eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate went outside to them 

and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered him, “If 

this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered Him over to you.” 31 Pilate 

said to them, “Take Him yourselves and judge Him by your own law.” The Jews said to 

him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 32 This was to fulfill the word that 

Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death He was going to die.  
33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to Him, “Are 

You the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or 

did others say it to you about Me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation 

and the chief priests have delivered You over to me. What have You done?” 36 Jesus 

answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My 

servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But 

My kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this 

purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of 

the truth listens to My voice.” 38 Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” 

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt 

in Him.” 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON HYMN: #644 – The Church’s One Foundation 

 

SERMON: Return to the Kingdom of God 

 

THE LITANY 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1YBYrJ8Hzg&ab_channel=MartijndeGroot


P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

 

P From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; 

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting 

death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your Baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your 

cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 

Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the 

Day of Judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

P To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of 

Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to 

sustain them in holy living; 

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who 

have erred and are deceived; 

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to 

accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the 

weakhearted and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to 

give our country Your protection in every time of need; 

To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect 

our magistrates and all our people; 

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and 

guide all who travel; 

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness 

in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and 

to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 



P To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and 

preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING COLLECT (Luther’s Evening Prayer) 

P Let us pray. 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P The blessing of almighty God, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit be and remain 

with you always. 

C Amen. 



 

CLOSING HYMN: #451- Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
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