
Christmas 2B – A Good Beginning in Prayer 

1. We just closed out a very difficult 2020 and we hope for a new beginning in 2021; our 

Old Testament lesson is also about a new beginning that we can learn from 

a. The reading follows Solomon as he becomes king after his father David 

i. And God says to Solomon, “Ask what I shall give you,” (I Ki 3:5) imagine 

being offered what Solomon was offered as his reign began!  

ii. God gave him a blank check…you name it I’ll give it to you 

iii. What would you ask for if you could ask for anything knowing that the One 

from whom you ask could really give it to you? 

iv. So many of us would ask for money, long life, better health, etc all about 

ourselves. 

b. But look at what Solomon says in his prayer; this new ruler started his reign with 

so much promise, he made a good beginning in prayer. 

i. First, he acknowledges the divine blessings that his father enjoyed, “You 

have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, 

because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 

uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great 

and steadfast love...” (1Ki 3:6) 

ii. When we approach the Lord in prayer we should begin with a word of 

thankfulness, acknowledging all that He has done and continues to do 

iii. It encourages an attitude of gratitude that our prayers so often lack 

iv. We are more apt to pray a quick, “O Lord I need (more like want) this…” 

c. Then Solomon goes to humbly acknowledge the truth about himself, “And now, O 

LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, 

although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in.” (1Ki 

3:7) 

i. Of course, Solomon’s not a child at this point, he just got married to one of 

the princesses of Egypt. 

ii.  But he humbly acknowledges that this task is beyond him, he will need 

guidance rather than relying on his own skill. 

iii. How often do we approach God with that kind of humility, how often do we 

acknowledge that kind of dependence even to ourselves? 

d. And then he lays his request before God (remember he could have asked for 

anything) saying, “Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern 

your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to 

govern this your great people?” (I Ki 3:9) 

i. His request is not for himself but for his people and his office, that he may 

serve their needs as God’s representative, seeking God’s will first. 



ii. This is very much in line with what our Lord praised in the Sermon on the 

Mount, “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be added to you.” (Mat 6:33) 

iii. Solomon knew that he could ask the Lord for anything but rather than 

satisfy his own desires he prayed for God’s will to be done knowing that 

God would take care of the rest just like He had for David, his father. 

iv. And the Lord was pleased with Solomon’s prayer as He says, “Because you 

have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the 

life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern 

what is right, behold, I now do according to your word [and] I give you 

also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other 

king shall compare with you, all your days.” (1Ki 3:11-13) 

2. So, Solomon’s reign had a good beginning in prayer (even if his reign wouldn’t end so 

gloriously but that’s a sermon for another day) 

a. In many ways Solomon’s prayer is a model for us 

i. As I mentioned before, our prayers are often bullet points that we mutter 

when we get in trouble 

ii. We have a genie in the bottle mentality - get in trouble rub the lamp and 

make a wish  

iii. Rather than a solid confidence that our Lord desires to have an ongoing 

conversation with us 

iv. The promise He made to Solomon He makes to us to, “Ask what I shall give 

you,”. 

b. That’s what our Lord Jesus said too, “Whatever you ask in my name, this I will 

do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my 

name, I will do it. If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (Joh 14:13-

15) 

i. As those who love the Lord our prayers are consistent with the Lord’s 

commandments the fulfillment of which is love as He Himself said, “Love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 

mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mt 22:37,39) 

ii. Remember Solomon’s prayer, Give your servant therefore an 

understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between 

good and evil… 

iii. Remember what we pray in the Lord’s prayer, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven… 

iv. These are not prayers offered up for personal gain they are offered in faith 

knowing that we don’t have to pray for riches, health, and shelter because 

God will take care of that. 



c. Remember our Lord’s promise, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about 

your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what 

you will put on.” (Mat 6:25)  

i. There is nothing to be anxious about in the necessities of life when we seek 

His Kingdom first all these will be added to us. 

ii. And that confidence, like Solomon’s, rests on knowing what the Lord has 

done for us already. 

iii. Solomon acknowledged that God had already given his father David many 

blessings and kept him throughout his reign so he was confident that he 

could trust in the Lord the same way. 

d. Our confidence rests in the even greater knowledge of what God has done for us 

in Christ 

i. As Paul reminds us, What then shall we say to these things? If God is for 

us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave 

him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 

things? (Rom 8:31-32) 

ii. Our salvation meant that God had to take on human flesh, live as a human, 

and experience death in our place. 

iii. Our Lord’s sacrifice has secured an eternal place for us with Him, that we 

would have confidence to face everything this sinful world throws at us. 

iv. We know that even if we suffer deprivation and scarcity in this world our 

heavenly dwelling is secure, we can say with the author of Hebrews, “[God] 

has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we can confidently 

say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?” (Heb 

13:5-6) 

3. So, as we begin this new year and we ask our Lord to bless it, let our prayers, like 

Solomon’s, put the Lord first 

a. Yes, it has been a long and difficult 2020, it is tempting to pray, “Let everything 

return to normal, I need a break…” 

i. But rather let us pray in faith, Thy will be done…trusting that He will never 

leave us or forsake us. 

ii. Let us, like Solomon, remember all that He has done and is doing for us. 

iii. Confidently resting in the promise of Rom 8:28, And we know that in all 

things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose. 

b. Let us have a good beginning to 2021 in prayer, amen.  


