
The Baptism of our Lord – Baptism our transition from death to life 

1. This past Wednesday we entered into a new church season – the season of Epiphany, 

the season of revelation, Jesus revealing that He is God in flesh for us. 

a. This past Wednesday we were also given a revelation of who we are in our natural 

state, sinners capable of doing things no one ever thought possible 

i. What sober-minded American would have ever thought that we would see 

the day when our own citizens would storm the capitol building? 

ii. These are things we read about from other countries, like the storming of 

the Bastille, but not from Americans.  

iii. Five people have died as a result of what transpired on Epiphany 2021 and 

the events have shaken us to the core. 

iv. At times like this it is all the more important that we put our hope and trust 

not in the strength of human institutions or wisdom but in the promises of 

God and what He has done for us that don’t endure for a couple of 

centuries but will endure for eternity! 

b. Epiphany is one of the oldest Christian feasts dating back to the 2nd century – 
predating Christmas.   

i. It is the second oldest celebration in the Church Year behind Easter. 
ii. In the early Church it celebrated Christ’s birth and His manifestation to the 

world, especially at His baptism. 
iii. It wasn’t until the 4th century in the West that Epiphany also came to 

commemorate the visit of the Magi, the traditional reading that we use 
from the Gospel of Matthew 

c. The word epiphany comes from the Greek epiphano – to appear or show oneself. 

i. And in this first week of Epiphany we are presented with our Lord’s baptism 

in the Jordan by John the Baptist. 

ii. This is the inaugurating event of our Lord’s ministry, the first revelation of 

Who He is. 

d. Our Lord’s baptism represents a transition from Old to New – the ministry of John 

the Baptist (the last of the Old Testament prophets) to the ministry of Jesus (the 

coming of the New Covenant or Testament) 

i. This is one of only two times in the NT that we hear the Father declare Who 

Jesus is! 

ii. When our Lord comes up out of the water, we hear the Father proclaim, 

“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” (Mar 1:11) 

iii. But what did Jesus’ baptism do? What did it represent that it’s so important 

to the season and to the church? 

2. More than just a transition between the Old Testament ministry of John to the new 

ministry of Jesus, our Lord’s baptism represented a transition for all of humanity  



a. In His baptism Christ began His public ministry and identified with sinners, He 

becomes the sin bearer 

i. Mark reports, “John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” (Mar 

1:4) 

ii. But Jesus had no sin, He had committed no sin what could He be doing in 

the water? 

iii. As Matthew reports when John hesitated to baptize Jesus recognizing that 

Jesus should baptize him our Lord said, “Let it be so now, for thus it is 

fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” (Mat 3:15) 

b. The baptism was part of the plan to fulfill all righteousness, that in Jesus all 

humanity was represented in one person 

i. Christ takes the place of all sinful humanity in His baptism, identifying with 

us, becoming our representative, our champion 

ii. As Paul tells us, “For our sake [God] made him to be sin who knew no sin, 

so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” (2Co 5:21) 

c. And as humanity’s representative Christ fulfilled God’s Law perfectly and 

successfully waged war against our enemies as an army of one. 

i. It’s no accident that right after our Lord’s baptism, right after we hear the 

Father’s voice from heaven, Mark reports, “The Spirit immediately drove 

him out into the wilderness.” (Mar 1:12) 

ii. Where Adam and all of his children failed (and still fail) to stand up to the 

devil’s temptations and lies Christ never did. 

iii. So, whereas in Adam all of humanity failed in Christ all of humanity 

prevailed 

iv. That’s why Paul can say in Romans, Therefore, as one trespass led to 

condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to 

justification and life for all men. (Rom 5:18) 

3. As I mentioned a moment ago baptism is a transition for Jesus and for us, but whereas 

He transitions to become our representative what do we transition into? 

a. In our epistle lesson today, Paul talks about the power and benefit of baptism – 

baptism is our transition from death to life, from bondage to sin to freedom in 

Christ 

i. Listen to Paul, Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? (Rom 6:1-3) 

ii. An ontological change, a change in reality, occurred in your baptism. 

iii. Paul is not using figurative language here, he’s not saying your baptism is 

like a death, he is talking about reality – in baptism you were united with 



Christ in death, For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the 

life he lives he lives to God. (Rom 6:10) 

iv. You were united with Christ in death that the power of sin would die. 

b. And what emerges from the baptismal water is a reborn child of God with new 

hearts and new minds 

i. As a natural born sinner we don’t seek God’s will in our lives, in fact we are 

opposed to it as Paul tells us, And you were dead in the trespasses and 

sins in which you once walked…carrying out the desires of the body and 

the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

(Eph 2:1-3) 

ii. We were reminded what children of wrath do this week. 

iii. But as the Word and promise of God declare, “as many of you as were 

baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” (Gal 3:27) 

iv. And if we have put on Christ then as we hear in 2 Cor, “if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 

has come.” (2Co 5:17) 

c. With that new creation in Christ we also receive new desires, our priorities 

change 

i. We are, transformed by the renewal of your mind, that…you may discern 

what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Rom 

12:2) 

ii. Whereas previously our motivation was to serve our needs through the 

rebirth of baptism and faith we are motivated to put Christ first, to put 

others first – now we delight in the will of God. 

d. And finally, and most importantly at times like this when it feels as though the 

very foundations of what we trust in are crumbling, in our baptism we receive a 

new family and a new home that our faith may be fed and nourished. 

i. That’s why we hear so many exhortations in Scripture to stay connected 

with Christ through His body the Church – we can’t do this alone. 

ii. Our Lord said, “I am the vine; you are the branches…apart from me you 

can do nothing.” (Joh 15:5) 

iii. That here, in His body surrounded by other brothers and sisters, fed on His 

Word, nourished with His body and blood, we take comfort in His promise 

that, “Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them will be like 

a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the 

floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not 

fall, because it had been founded on the rock.” (Mat 7:24-25) 

iv. My brothers and sisters in Christ there’s been a storm blowing, and it’s fury 

seems to know no bounds but in your baptism you have transitioned from 



death to life, out of the world and its uncertainty to the Rock that is Christ 

and His church where there is peace forevermore! 


