
Epiphany 4B: Mk 1, The Church is Christ’s beachhead in the world 
1. Today’s Gospel offers a picture of God’s war against the forces of evil through Christ 

a. Because we are so familiar with the narratives, we don’t often think about the 
spiritual battle that our Lord waged in his teaching and healing 

i.  Our Lord’s ministry was an all-out frontal assault, He had come into the 
world to liberate it from the devil 

ii. To us who have become used to hearing about Jesus healing and casting 
out demons we have to pause and take a step back from the familiar 
outlines of the story to see what’s happening underneath. 

iii. Our Lord’s ministry was the initial assault that established a breach in this 
sinful world, and the Church was established to continue that battle. 

b. All of you know that I am not a military strategist or a military historian 
i. But from my understanding a beachhead (like at Normandy in WW II) is 

made where an initial force lands on enemy soil and tries to hold its 
position until reinforcements arrive. 

ii. If any of you saw the movie Private Ryan that’s what the soldiers were 
trying to do. 

iii. I was told by the pilot of one of the landing craft on D-Day that the opening 
scene from Private Ryan was every bit that bad and worse. 

iv. When the force is large enough it then moves out and advances into 
enemy territory. 

c. That’s what we see over and over throughout the Gospels, Jesus establishing that 
beachhead, and Mark, in his terse style gives the account all the more urgency 

i. In Marks Gospel today our Lord enters into the Synagogue, and He begins 
teaching 

ii. Mark uses that word immediately often giving the impression that Jesus 
was always about work – nonstop action, He knew what He was there for 
and got down to business 

iii. And Mark frequently reports that His message was something different 
than what the people had been expecting, it was new and powerful. 

iv. So that as he reports in today’s reading, “they were astonished at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the 
scribes.” – people were frequently astonished by Jesus’ authoritative 
message and delivery. 

d. And then something unusual happened in the synagogue, “And immediately 
there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 
“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.”  

i. It’s interesting to note that despite the peoples’ reaction to Jesus’ ministry, 
their amazement at His authority and power, they couldn’t put two and 
two together and recognize their Savior. 



ii. But we know from the Gospels that the children of Israel couldn’t “see” the 
Messiah right before their eyes because He didn’t meet their expectations. 

iii. And yet this week a demon identifies the Son of God and knows what He is 
about - (how blind are we when demons can see Him and we can’t?) 

iv. But the Lord wasn’t fazed by the demon, “Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 
silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and 
crying out with a loud voice, came out of him.” 

v. The peoples’ reaction was similar to their reaction at His teaching, “And 
they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, 
"What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 

2. As I mentioned a moment ago, authority is important in Mark’s Gospel: Jesus 
established His authority through His teaching and in His power over Satan/demons 

a. Through His authority as the Son of God He re-established the Kingdom of God 
wherever He was 

i. That was what He preached when He began His ministry as our Gospel 
reported last week, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand, repent and believe in the Gospel.” (Mk 1:15) 

ii. And that authority didn’t just remain with Him, He gave it to His followers 
to exercise in His stead, to continue the battle 

iii. When He commissioned the 12 to go out on their own, He gave them 
authority (that is His exousia), “over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and 
to heal every disease and every affliction.” (Mt 10:1) 

iv. At the end of the Gospel of Matthew Jesus gave that authority to the 
Church to continue His ministry of reclamation, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Mat 28:18-20) 

v. The Church is Christ’s beachhead in the world established by His authority 
b. Sadly, while we see the effects of spiritual warfare raging all around us, many 

churches have forgotten their call and abandoned the Word of God  
i. In place of carrying the battle to the world many have relinquished the 

fight to sociology, psychology, and medication - man’s wisdom 
ii. All the while our enemy rejoices in the fact that the modern world has all 

but forgotten about him, relegating him to superstition 
iii. What better place to work, in what safer environment could you operate, 

than one where people don’t even think you exist? 
iv. But for those with a biblical perspective the trials and tribulations of this 

world serve to confirm the bible and the true nature of the universe.  
3. And the church that confesses the Lord and His Word to a sinful world remains Christ’s 

beachhead in the fight against Satan today. 



a. The war is won, the final maneuver was played on the cross where, “[Christ] 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him,” (Col 2:15) 

i. But we know that skirmishes continue as Paul tells us in Eph 6, “For we do 
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” (Eph 6:12) 

ii. And although we are soldiers in the victor’s army, without His continued 
protection we are still vulnerable to our enemy’s attacks 

b. That is also why we have the church, there is strength in numbers, a lone soldier 
would easily succumb to temptation and despair. 

i. Here in the Church, you are trained and equipped for the battle ahead, 
able to recognize your enemy in his many disguises 

ii. That comes from ongoing engagement with the Word of God, it is only 
through that Word that You come to know the voice of your Shepherd 
Jesus and follow Him. 

iii. And when you know His voice, then you can then recognize and avoid the 
forked tongue of your enemy who works tirelessly to deceive us 

c. And the church is also a hospital for the wounded,  
i. We are injured by the many skirmishes of life in an evil world 

ii. So, we come week after week to receive the refreshment that allows us to 
carry on 

iii. Water for rebirth, body and blood under bread and wine for the 
forgiveness of sins and strengthening of our spirit 

iv. Here in Christ’s Church, His beachhead in the world, you regroup from the 
week’s battles, heal your wounds, and are sent out to fight again! 


