
Lent 1B: We can sacrifice everything for God 
1. Lent is the period of 40 days which comes before Easter in the Christian calendar; 

beginning on Ash Wednesday, it’s a season of reflection and repentance as we 

contemplate our sins that sent Jesus to the cross.  

a. Why 40 days? 40 is a significant number in Scripture think of some of the more 

well-known 40s that we hear about in Scripture 

i. The rain that caused the Genesis flood lasted 40 days and 40 nights. 

ii. The Hebrews spent 40 years in the wilderness before reaching the land 

promised to them by God. 

iii. Moses fasted for 40 days before receiving the ten commandments on 

Mount Sinai. 

iv. And as we heard in our Gospel today Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the 

wilderness and being tempted by the devil before starting His ministry, and 

it’s Jesus’ 40 days in the desert that sets our 40 days of Lent. 

b. There is a tradition in the Lenten season that we give something up for Lent 
i. Sign of penitence that we don’t indulge ourselves during this time of 

increased reflection on our sinfulness and Christ’s sacrifice for us 
ii. In the RCC tradition we’re all familiar with no meat on Fridays 

iii. The odd thing about our abstention nowadays is that it’s often trivial: “I’m 
giving up chocolate, I’m giving up alcohol, etc” 

iv. The practice was meant for actual fasting, part of the penitence that we see 
in Scripture when prophets and others were fervently praying to God 

2. In our OT lesson today we see a call for a far greater sacrifice than any of us could 
probably imagine. 

a. And yet we also see Abraham’s response of faith, he obeys God without question, 
why…how…what made that response possible given what was asked of him? 

i. As I’ve mentioned before, when my kids were born John 3:16 made a whole 
lot more sense, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son…” and I thought no way, no how, how could I give up any of 
them for someone else? 

ii. Yet here’s Abraham willing to sacrifice his son without question 
iii. That’s because he understood something that many of us don’t, that we 

can give everything for God because He’s already given everything for us.  
b. There’s more going on in our OT passage than meets the eye, it’s referenced 

many times in the NT, this event was a big deal, let’s take a moment to review 
how Abraham got here 

i. Isaac was the child of promise, a promise that he’d been waiting long time 
to see fulfilled 

ii. Starting in Gen 12:2 God called Abram and promised, “I will make of you a 
great nation…” that is descendants, but Abram was already 75 without kids 



iii. Then in Gen 15:5 the Lord appears again and promises, “Look toward 
heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them." Then he 
said to him, "So shall your offspring be.” – but he was now 90 with no kids 

iv. In Gen 17, when Abram was 99 the Lord said, “Behold, my covenant is with 
you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations.” (Gen 17:4) 

c. Needless to say the promise was a long time in being fulfilled, it took a lot of faith 
on Abraham’s part 

i. Finally, in chapter 21 we hear, “Abraham was a hundred years old when 
his son Isaac was born to him.” (Gen 21:5) 

ii. This is what he’d been waiting a full 25 years for from the first promise 
given in Ch 12, at a time in his life when this should have been impossible 

d. But in the very next chapter we hear, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering 
on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” (Gen 22:2) 

i. How could this be? This was the son of promise, through him Abraham was 
promised a nation as numerous as the stars. 

ii. Yet, Abraham responded in faith, he obeyed the Lord immediately, “So 
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of 
his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the 
burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told 
him.” – there was seemingly no delay, seemingly no question (Gen 22:3) 

iii. The Holy Spirit through the author of Hebrews tells us how this was 
possible, “By faith Abraham, when he was tested…considered that God 
was able even to raise him from the dead…” (Heb 11:17) 

iv. He didn’t have to reconcile a seemingly contradictory command because he 
knew it would be reconciled by God. 

v. Abraham knew that we can give everything to God because He has already 
given everything for him, and that with God all things are possible.  

3. That’s a promise that many of us have forgotten or don’t believe. 
a. Think of the number of lesser things we’re unwilling to sacrifice for the Lord 

i. Our time, “Gee I’d love to read the Bible…go to Bible study…go to church 
more often…but things are really busy, I just don’t have the time.” 

ii. Our talents, “Gee I’d love to help a little more but I don’t know what I can 
do, so I won’t ask.” 

iii. Our money, “Gee I’d love to give more to church or to mission but money’s 
so tight – (i.e. there are things I’d like to have first then I’ll give to God), we 
have more pressing ‘needs’.” 

iv. We make so many excuses for why we are stingy towards God with our 
time, talents and resources yet our Lord promises to bless us through our 
sacrifice. 

b. Thankfully, Abraham didn’t let those excuses hold him back from willingly offering 
his most precious gift, because God had already done so much for him 



i. And yet God didn’t have to raise Isaac from the dead He provided a 
substitute ram instead, Abraham received his son back and more… 

ii. Of course, this episode points forward to another Father and Son 
iii. Thankfully, God didn’t withhold His most precious treasure in Jesus whom 

He offered up as a sacrifice for the sins of the world 
iv. There was no ram in the thicket for Jesus, He was the Lamb of God Who 

takes away the sin of the world – the story of salvation foreshadowed in 
Genesis 

c. Again, we can give everything to God because He has already given everything for 
us - His Son in exchange for us.  

i. That’s what Paul tells us in Rom 8, He who did not spare his own Son but 
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 
things? (Rom 8:32)  

ii. When our Lord spoke in the Sermon on the Mount regarding the things of 
this life He said, “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be added to you.” 

iii. You can’t out give God – if He didn’t spare His own Son for your salvation 
how will He withhold anything that you need 

iv. The tighter we hold on to the things we think we value the more they slip 
through our fingers like grains of sand 

d. Is that a health and wealth gospel? No it’s proper Christian stewardship 
i. Through the help of the Holy Spirit as you devote time, talent, and treasure 

to the Lord He does provide so that there is no lack 
ii. That’s what our reading ends with today, “So Abraham called the name of 

that place, "The LORD will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the 
mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 

iii. On the mountain of the Lord, Mt Calvary He did provide, and because of 
that we too like Abraham can say of everything else, “The Lord will 
provide.” 

 


