
Lent 3B – Saved by the foolishness of God 

1. Due the ever-changing ideology that saturates America in the 21st century, the live-

streaming service called Twitch became a victim of their own wokeness this past week 

a. March is celebrated at Women’s History month to commemorate the many 

accomplishments that women have made, often through great adversity. 

i. In their rush to acknowledge all people who identify as non-males Twitch 

put out a post on Twitter on March 1, "March is Womxn’s History Month. 

Join us in celebrating and supporting all the Womxn creating their own 

worlds, building their communities, and leading the way on Twitch." 

ii. Now according to Dictionary.com which included womxn in 2019, refers to 

“a woman (used, especially in intersectional feminism, as an alternative 

spelling to avoid the suggestion of sexism perceived in the sequences m-

a-n and m-e-n, and to be inclusive of trans and nonbinary women.” 

iii. But instead of being accepted as a well-meaning, inclusive gesture in the 

wokeness of our present society even this was panned as phobic and 

hateful. 

iv. The reaction prompted Twitch to remove the Tweet and post, “We want to 

assure you that we have, and will continue to, work with the LGBTQIA+ 

community. We're still learning. Our good intentions don't always equate 

to positive impact, but we're committed to growing from these 

experiences, doing better, and ensuring we're inclusive to all…after 

hearing directly from you, including members of the LGBTQIA+ 

community on Twitch, we will be using the spelling ‘women’ moving 

forward.” 

b. At a time when even those who are fully aligned with the ethos of the culture 

can’t keep pace with the changing sentiment is it any wonder that there is 

confusion and anxiety over what is and is not appropriate to think or say? 

i. I’m not here today to talk about the current gender or sexuality debate but 

rather examine the “wisdom” of the world vs the wisdom of God. 

ii. I am inclined to believe that this is the natural product of what our Lord 

says through Paul in Romans 1, “Claiming to be wise, they became 

fools…Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts…because 

they exchanged the truth about God for a lie…” (Rom 1:22,24-25) 

iii. When we unhitch human wisdom from any concept of unchanging truth 

then we get the morass that is called American culture where even those 

who agree with it can’t keep up. 

iv. But thank God that we serve a God who displays His wisdom in saving us 

through the “foolishness” of the cross as Paul writes to the Corinthians, 

“For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 



who are being saved it is the power of God.” (1Co 1:18) – we are saved by 

the foolishness of God 

2. Today we are witnessing the consequences of human wisdom devoid of God’s truth. 

a. King Solomon, the son of David, wrote in Prov 14, “There is a way that seems 

right to a man, but its end is the way to death.” (Pro 14:12) 

i. Solomon knew a thing or two about that kind of wisdom, perhaps he wrote 

this proverb later in life looking back on how things turned out. 

ii. When Solomon began his reign, it was full of promise as we hear in I Ki 3, 

“Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his father...” 

(1Ki 3:3) 

iii. And when the Lord asked Solomon what blessing he wanted to begin his 

reign rather than ask for money or power he asked for wisdom to govern 

God’s people well and it pleased the Lord such that He gave Solomon 

wisdom, money, and power. (I Ki 3:9) 

b. But Solomon was too wise for his own good; royal marriages were often done to 

form alliances and offer political advantage 

i. By the time we get to I Ki 11 we hear, “Now King Solomon loved many 

foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh…He had 700 wives, 

who were princesses, and 300 concubines…when Solomon was old his 

wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was not 

wholly true to the LORD...” (1Ki 11:1-2,4)  

ii. Marrying these wives probably seemed wise and expedient for political 

reasons but they were disastrous spiritually. 

iii. Ultimately, Solomon’s faithlessness resulted in his son losing the kingdom 

and the nation of Israel dividing into two nations – the Northern and 

Southern Kingdoms. 

c. Our Lord warns through our reading today, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 

wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” (1Co 1:19) 

i. That is what is happening in our society as we increasingly turn our backs 

on God and His Word - we reap the harvest of unfettered sinful human 

wisdom. 

ii. Suddenly the basic truths of reality are in question and the rules change so 

fast it’s impossible to keep up. 

d. But we can’t blame the system or the culture for these problems without tracing 

their root back to us 

i. Our culture and all of its systems are made up of people. 

ii. The problem is not the system but rather the people who make up the 

system – sinful humans living out what comes naturally to us. 



iii. And whether we’d like to admit it or not we all have our moments of 

wanting to throw off all restraint and do what we want to do 

iv. When we look at the Ten Commandments, they seem antiquated and 

restrictive, our natural human mind says, “If I follow those it’ll take all the 

fun out of life…I don’t get to do what I want to do.” 

v. To the sinful mind God’s wisdom looks like folly and left to our own devices 

we will always exchange the unchanging truth of God for ever-changing lies 

of human wisdom. 

3. Thanks be to God that He was foolish enough to love us even when we were busy 

running in the opposite direction. 

a. That’s what Scripture assures us in Rom 5, “But God shows his love for us in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom 5:8) 

i. Talk about foolish! Why would the God who created us to have relationship 

with Him care to save us when we turn our back on Him? 

ii. Quite simply because He loves us, and just like any of us who have had 

children He would go to any length to save us. 

iii. As John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have 
eternal life.” 

b. And God showed His saving love in the most unlikely way, in becoming one of us 
and sacrificing Himself for our sins on the cross in what appears to be a fool’s 
gambit 

i. Paul tells us in today’s reading, “Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world…For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men.” (I Cor 1:20, 25) 

ii. The church wasn’t built on an eloquent argument or a sophisticated logic, it 
was built on the folly of the cross 

iii. What is there to brag about in Paul’s day or our own in becoming part of a 
group whose leader was killed by the most humiliating form of public 
execution? 

c. As Paul says, “we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles.” (I Cor 1:23) 

i. If God was foolish enough to save sinners like us at the cost of His Son is it 

surprising that those who believe in Him would not be in step with the 

world’s wisdom? 

ii. As Paul writes, “But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 

wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God 

chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 

bring to nothing the things that are…” (I Cor 1:27-28) 



iii. Thank God that our salvation doesn’t depend on witless, human wisdom 

but rather on the folly of His unchanging love displayed in the cross of 

Christ, the power of God and the wisdom of God. (I Cor 1:24) 


