
Lent Midweek 4 – Return from Denial 

1. Tonight, we see that Peter denies Jesus three times in the courtyard of the high priest 

a. When asked directly by people who recognized him as having been a disciple, 

Peter caves under the pressure saying, “I don’t know Him.”  

i. But we, too, may shrink from our faith.  

ii. The pressures of living in a culture that doesn’t recognize Jesus as Lord can 

be significant and we may be tempted to soft-pedal our beliefs or even 

outright deny Jesus. 

iii. But our Lord takes even our sin of denial to the cross and dies for it.  

iv. He will forgive us, restore us, and send us out with a task to complete. He 

calls us to return from our denial with the invitation that is the focus of our 

Lenten devotion, “Return to the Lord your God for He is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love!” (Joel 2:13) 

b. In America we’re not used to having real consequences for our faith  

i. Maybe it’s a little uncomfortable when we stand out from the crowd, 

maybe we’re a little different in what we value and believe, etc 

ii. Beyond discomfort there’s not much to fear, but for Peter that night there 

could have been life and death consequences for his friendship with Jesus. 

c. That has been common in the history of the church right down to the present. 

i. During the Roman persecution of the early church many believers, like 

Peter, denied their faith rather than be tortured and killed – they were 

called the Lapsed because they lapsed in their confession of Christ. 

ii. When the persecutions ended many of the lapsed wanted to return causing 

a controversy that split the church into those who allowed for forgiveness 

and those who didn’t. 

iii. That kind of persecution continues to this very day in Africa, the Middle 

East, India and China – Christians threatened with torture or death unless 

they renounce their faith. 

iv. Until we’ve walked a mile in their shoes, or in Peter’s sandals, it’s best not 

to criticize any lapses who knows what we would do? 

2. To fully appreciate what happened to Peter in the courtyard and understand his 

reaction after his denial we have to take a look at the events of the evening. 

a. The evening began in the Upper Room where our Lord washed His disciples’ feet 

and celebrated the Passover Meal giving its full meaning in His death for the sins 

of the whole world. 

i. Clearly Jesus was expecting something very momentous in the next several 

hours even if the Apostles couldn’t begin to grasp what it was. 



ii. During the gathering He also revealed that someone among them was 

going to betray Him - further shaking the company as they wonder who 

among them could do such a thing. 

iii. Then the Lord told Peter that Satan has asked to sift him like wheat, but 

that He had prayed for Peter so that when he turned back, he would 

strengthen his brothers. (Lk 22:32) 

iv. Peter responds with a boast that would be his undoing later that night, 

“Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death,” but the 

Lord promises that Peter will deny Him three times. 

b. The whole evening went from foreboding in the Upper Room to terror as they 

made their way to the Garden of Gethsemane 

i. First, our Lord asked Peter, James and John to wait with Him while He 

prayed. 

ii. They couldn’t even do that, three times they fell asleep 

iii. Until the moment from our Gospel lesson last week, when Judas showed up 

with a contingent of guards to arrest Jesus. 

iv. Peter tried to defend the Lord by drawing his sword and cutting off the ear 

of the High Priest’s servant, Malchus. 

c. From there Peter followed our Lord to see what was going to happen.  

i. Maybe he had good intentions of doing something to help, we’ll never 

know. 

ii. But as he stood in the courtyard, able to see Jesus with the Council inside, 

he moved close to the fire to warm himself, when a girl sitting there blurts 

out, “This man also was with Him” (Luke 22:56). 

iii. Suddenly he was in the crosshairs and realized that maybe these folks 

weren’t all friendly, he might find himself before the council. 

iv. So, he did what comes naturally to all of us in those moments of sudden 

fear - denial, “Woman, I do not know him.” (Luke 22:57). Strike One! 

d. But then as the trial dragged on another person points him out, “You also are one 

of them.” (Lk 22:58) 

i. Once again, as the pressure mounts, Peter responds, “Man, I am not.” (Lk 

22:58). – Strike Two! 

ii. More time passed as Luke reports, “And after an interval of about an hour 

still another insisted, saying, ‘Certainly this man also was with him, for he 

too is a Galilean.’” (Luk 22:59) 

iii. You can imagine that for Peter it must have felt as if all eyes had turned to 

him, just like when you’re called out for something in a crowded room and 

it feels like you’re the center of attention.  



iv. And Peter says for a third time, “Man, I do not know what you are talking 

about.” (strike three!) And immediately, while he was still speaking, the 

rooster crowed. (Luk 22:60). 

v. Can you imagine the shame, the guilt after all the bravado and swagger just 

a few hours earlier…the Lord’s prediction had been right!  

vi. Luke reports Peter’s understandable reaction, “And he went out and wept 

bitterly.” (Luk 22:62) 

3. How often do we do the same thing? Fail to acknowledge our faith in public because 

we’re scared of how people will react?  

a. Or join the crowd in mocking another believer because we don’t want to be seen 

as different? 

i. We deny the One who died for our sins so easily in thought, word, and 

deed that we often don’t even realize we’ve done it. 

ii. But when we do finally recognize our words and actions, the guilt can be 

overwhelming.  

iii. It can be hard even to step into the church or come to Him in prayer 

knowing how hypocritical we’ve been 

iv. It can cause us to wonder can a wretch like me even be forgiven? 

b. The answer, of course beloved is, Yes! 

i. Peter’s episode in the Courtyard wasn’t the end of the affair for Peter, he 

doesn’t disappear from the story, our Lord restored Him.  

ii. In the Gospel of John after His resurrection our Lord approaches a fallen 

and hurting Peter on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. 

iii. He asked him three times: “Do you love Me?” To which Peter responded 

affirmatively each time – three affirmations for three denials.  

iv. And our Lord had a mission for Peter He said, “Tend My flock, feed My 

sheep, and build them up.” (Jn 21:17) 

c. Our Lord had already dealt with the denial: Peter’s, yours, mine… 

i. He took it to the cross along with all the other sins we’ve committed, all the 

sins that I’ve committed, all the sins the world has committed. 

ii. Your salvation is done. You are a forgiven child of God as He said on the 

cross with His dying breath, “It is finished.” 

iii. As we remember our past denials the Lord could just as well ask us, “Do 

you love Me? Because like my servant Peter I have work for you.”  

iv. Share the Good News, tell others about what He has done, we are disciples 

who have been sent to make disciples. 

v. He has called us to return from our denial, because He is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love! 


