
Easter 2B – I John 1-2 – These things are written that you may believe 

1. The United States continues down the path of a post-Christians culture with several bits 

of news coming out this past week leading up to Easter 

a. According to Gallup, the proportion of Americans who identify themselves as 

members of a church, synagogue, or mosque has fallen below 50 percent for the 

first time since Gallup first asked the question in 1937 – reportedly 47% 

i. From 1937 until as recently as 1999 the percentage stayed consistently 

between 70-73% but has declined since 99. 

ii. On Good Friday, the LA Times published an op-ed response to the Gallop 

poll entitled, “Why America’s record godlessness is good news for the 

nation.” 

iii. According to the author, “This increasing godlessness in America is 

actually a good thing, to be welcomed and embraced. Democratic 

societies that have experienced the greatest degrees of secularization are 

among the healthiest, wealthiest and safest in the world, enjoying 

relatively low rates of violent crime and high degrees of well-being and 

happiness. Clearly, a rapid loss of religion does not result in societal ruin.” 

b. Then on Easter Sunday the Times ran an op-ed from a professor of religious 

studies at University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, Bart Ehrman entitled, “How 

Christians came to believe in heaven, hell and the immortal soul.” 

i. The title doesn’t sound all that threatening but here is the opening of the 

article, “Billions of Christians around the world believe that on Easter, 

Jesus was raised from the dead and taken up to heaven to live with God. 

They also believe that when they die, their own souls will go to heaven. 

The great irony is that this is not at all what Jesus himself believed. Jesus 

did not think a person’s soul would live on after death, either to 

experience bliss in the presence of God above or to be tormented in the 

fires of hell below.” – huh!?! 

ii.  Ehrman is an outspoken, former Christian, whose writings are frequently 

critical of Christian faith and the Bible 

iii. He argues he lost his faith when he attended seminary at Princeton saying, 

“[At Princeton] my scholarship led me to realize that the Bible was a very 

human book, with human mistakes and biases and culturally conditioned 

views in it. And realizing that made me begin to wonder if the beliefs in 

God and Christ I had held and urged on others were themselves partially 

biased, culturally conditioned, or even mistaken.” 

c. So, on two of the church’s highest days the secular media runs pieces critical of 

the faith. 



i. I don’t recall that level tone-deafness in the past, these kind of articles 

undermine the beliefs that many people grew up with and cause them to 

question the validity of what they believe. 

ii. So, Thomas’ assertion in our Gospel lesson still resonates today, “Unless I 

see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark 

of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” (Jn 

20:25) 

2. On this second Sunday of Easter that is precisely what our Gospel lesson and Epistle 

lessons are about – the believability of the account of Christ’s life, death, and 

resurrection. 

a. The Epistle lesson from our pericope for Year B in the Easter season comes from I 

John, which is where our sermons will come from, as well. 

i. Today John begins with a statement about the reliability of his testimony, 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 

have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with 

our hands, concerning the word of life— the life was made manifest, and 

we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, 

which was with the Father and was made manifest to us…we proclaim 

also to you.” (1Jn 1:1-3) 

ii. The believability of his account is everything – either it happened, and its 

consequences have universal significance, or it didn’t. 

iii. That’s not just something the institutional church concocted for its own 

benefit; it’s the united testimony of Scripture about itself. 

iv. In I Cor 15 Paul says, But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not 

even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our 

preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain…If the dead are not raised, 

“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” (1Co 15:13-14, 32) 

b. If what we confess is a lie, if it’s a fabrication, or as Ehrman posits, “the Bible is a 

very human book, with human mistakes and biases and culturally conditioned 

views in it,” then we are wasting our time here. 

i. I am not wasting my time in church if God isn’t real, if Jesus isn’t the sinless 

Son of God who died for my sins, if the resurrection isn’t real. 

ii. The church has one purpose, and one purpose only, to tell the Good News 

about sins forgiven in the shed blood of Christ. 

iii. It’s not about fellowship, it’s not about worship, it’s not about learning the 

Golden Rule – you can get all of that stuff somewhere else in the world, for 

free. 



c. What you cannot get anywhere else in the world is the saving message of the 

Gospel – that God is a forgiving God who desires that ALL people come to 

knowledge of Him through Christ. 

i. That is the purpose for which John wrote both his Gospel and this Epistle. 

ii. Near the end of this letter he says, “I write these things to you who believe 

in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal 

life.” (1Jn 5:13) 

iii. Near the end of his Gospel, which was part of our Gospel lesson today he 

writes, “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name.” (Jn 20:30-31) 

iv. These things are written that we may believe, they are trustworthy and 

true 

3. Scripture is not a neutral word, it’s not a collection of stories, or man’s ideas about God, 

it’s not just a revered book of wisdom. 

a. It is the very Word of God, inspired, inerrant, living and active, or as our Lord says 

in the Sermon on the Mount, “Everyone then who hears these words of mine 

and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the 

rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it 

did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.” (Mat 7:24-25) 

b. Dearly beloved in the Lord as we start this series on the first epistle of John listen 

to the words of Scripture, listen to the testimony of the eyewitnesses 

i. This most remarkable of accounts had but one purpose, one object of the 

narrative – your salvation! 

ii. God is not angry with you, His is not vengeful for some slight that you think 

you might have committed, or any great sins you have committed. 

iii. He has sent His Son to be your Savior, who took your punishment so that 

you could go free, as John wrote in our lesson today, “if anyone does sin, 

we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the 

propitiation (payment/offering) for our sins, and not for ours only but 

also for the sins of the whole world.” 

iv. These things are written that you may believe and by believing have life! 


