
Easter 3B – Who do you resemble? 

1. This week we continue our survey of John’s first epistle 

a. Last week John began by telling us that this too-good-to-be-true account of Jesus 

and our salvation is real because he was a living witness of it 

i. He told us that he had written his letter so that his readers would KNOW 

that they had eternal life through Jesus 

ii. That a believer’s life was changed, their mind was re-oriented toward God 

and away from the world. 

b. Today we go into chapter 3 and John begins, See what kind of love the Father has 

given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. (1Jn 3:1) 

i. The verse sounds a little awkward in our ears, “see what kind of love” 

ii. It sounds like a philosophical statement, as though John was pondering the 

attributes of the love 

iii. But it’s really an exclamation of amazement rather than a philosophical 

musing more like, as one author put it, “Behold, what peculiar, out-of-this-

world kind of love the Father has bestowed on us.” 

iv. That’s the sense that the underlying Greek conveys – amazement that it is a 

reality rather than wondering what kind of love it is. 

c. Why would John marvel at that kind of love? Because he knows that none of us 

deserve that kind of love, we are by nature corrupt and opposed to God 

i. As Jesus says about us in John’s Gospel, “And this is the judgment: the light 

has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the 

light because their works were evil.” (Joh 3:19) 

ii. Or as Paul says in Eph, “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in 

which you once walked, following the course of this world…and were by 

nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” (Eph 2:1-3) 

iii. We forget that we are by nature evil because the environment that we live 

in is fallen – it’s very easy to look around and feel comparatively righteous. 

d. But John marvels that our heavenly Father would reach down into our sin and 

filth and take us back as His children. 

i. And we find that sentiment repeated throughout the New Testament. 

ii. In Eph, just after revealing our fallen nature Paul goes on, But God, being 

rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even 

when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ.” (Eph 2:4-5) 

iii. And again, in Rom 5, For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—

though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God 

shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

(Rom 5:7-8) 



iv. Beloved in the Lord we are sons and daughters of the King not because we 

were born that way but because we were adopted, we were ransomed, we 

were bought back by the King’s only begotten Son, Jesus Christ 

2. And because we’ve been adopted into the family we start to resemble the family – just 

like children often resemble their parents or their siblings we, as God’s children, start to 

resemble our heavenly Father and our brother, Jesus Christ 

a. But that resemblance is foreign to the world, we no longer look like the world 

from which we came. 

i. As John says in 3:1, “The reason why the world does not know us is that it 

did not know him.” 

ii. When your family changes your values change, your habits change, your life 

changes.  

iii. And it looks strange to those who are left behind because you are the same 

person but not the same person 

iv. As Peter says in his epistle, For the time that is past suffices for doing what 

the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, 

orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. With respect to this they are 

surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, 

and they malign you; (1Pe 4:3-4) 

b. John says the world, that lives in the passions of the flesh, doesn’t know us 

because it doesn’t know Christ – who do you resemble? 

i. Someone texted me a saying that Billy Graham used to use, “Many people 

today claim to be Christians. Do you claim to be a Christian? That’s an 

easy claim to make. If you were arrested for being a Christian, would 

there be enough evidence to convict you?” 

ii. Is your confession of Christ supported by your life? What would your 

friends, families, co-workers say about you – would their testimony convict 

you? 

iii. Does the world not know you because it did not know Him? Do you 

resemble your family? 

3. Now we know that even though our children may look like us they don’t always behave 

the way we want them to, that’s part of growing up. 

a. All of us had rules we had to follow growing up, but there were many times in all 

of our lives where we broke those rules, maybe when we didn’t look like part of 

the family 

i. We know that in some families, maybe even some of yours, there might be 

a “black sheep” of the family, one who always did their own thing their own 

way without regard for the rules or the family 



ii. They often cause a lot of heart break not only for the parents but the rest 

of the family – they cut themselves off from the family by their behavior 

b. We see that in God’s family too and that’s what John goes on to describe here 

i. John says, Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 

lawlessness; sin is lawlessness…No one who abides in him keeps on 

sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 

(1Jn 3:4,6) 

ii. These words can cause us alarm because we know we all sin, even after 

coming to faith and for children who think they are faithful hearing those 

words can be very unsettling. 

c. But my brothers and sisters be at peace what John is not talking about is 

perfection.  

i. We know that we will continue to sin in this life until the day we die as he 

said last week, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us.” (1Jn 1:8) 

ii. These words are written to the black sheep who may still think of 

themselves as part of the family but have no regard for the rules. 

iii. That’s what was going on in the churches to which he wrote, there were 

those who were claiming you could still be a Christian and live in open sin 

iv. He’s talking about persistent, unrepentant, blatant sin: a true member of 

the family cannot examine his/her life in light of God’s Law and not see 

their sin and want to confess and change, the black sheep just doesn’t care. 

d. But John comforts those of us in family who want to remain in the family, “If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.” (1Jn 1:9) 

i. When we sin, as we all do and will, we have a loving Father who hears us 

when we cry out to Him, who restores us and remakes us. 

ii. Who points us forward to His promise that one day we will look like our 

perfect brother Christ, “Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we 

will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall 

be like him, because we shall see him as he is.” (1Jn 3:2) 

 


