
Pentecost – the power of God’s Word and Spirit 
1. This morning we celebrate Pentecost – the giving of the Holy Spirit to the church 

a. Pentecost occurs 50 days after the resurrection, that’s what the word means 
fiftieth 

i. It’s an OT feast, and like everything about the OT feasts it foreshadowed 
the greater reality fulfilled in Christ and the church…there are three OT 
festivals around this time of year. 

ii. First, on Passover a lamb was slain whose blood covered the door posts of 
the children of Israel so that the angel of death passed over – it’s no 
coincidence that the Lamb of God died on the Passover and His blood 
covers us so that death passes over 

iii. Then, the feast of first fruits occurred the Sunday after Passover, the 
offering of the first pickings of the harvest season – it’s no coincidence that 
Christ rose on that day as the first fruits from the dead, as Paul tells us in I 
Cor 15:20. 

iv. And then Pentecost celebrated the close or fullness of the harvest, and in 
Acts 2 we see the giving of the Holy Spirit who would harvest the fullness of 
God’s children from the nations of the earth 

b. I had the chance to listen to another pastor delivering a sermon on Pentecost 
i. His series was called “Heartbeat” what make the heart of the members of 

his church beat faster 
ii. First, was the knowledge that the empty tomb changes us.  

iii. That Jesus and the Bible are eternally awesome – and they change us, they 
challenge us, they move us – they are eternally relevant  

iv. Finally, that the people in his church are real and authentic, “where you can 
be yourself.” 

c. All of this predicated on the belief that what we share is Good News (the Gospel) 
and people should want to hear it, it’s the best news on the planet 

i. No denying that, but if the Gospel is so great why do we feel the need to 
wrap it up in words like “relevant,” “authentic,” and “awesome”? the 
Apostles didn’t 

ii. Have people confused emotionalism and experience with genuine faith? 
iii. Everybody likes to take part in a fun, pleasant experience but modern 

evangelism has turned into the power of positive persuasion  
iv. And if the Gospel is so pleasant why does Jesus say in the same 

conversation that our Gospel lesson comes from, “If the world hates you, 
know that it has hated me before it hated you…Indeed, the hour is 
coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God,”? 
(John 15:18, 16:2) 

2. The Gospel is Good News for all the earth just as the Angel told the shepherds that night 
that Christ was born. 



a. That, “he himself is our peace…and might reconcile us…to God through the 
cross.” (Eph 2:14,16) 

i. And we stand to inherit eternal life not because we are good enough to 
achieve it but because He was good enough to secure it for the world. 

ii. However, the “problem” with the Good News is that it comes in an ugly 
wrapper 

b. First, we have to recognize that we are in worse shape than we know as Scripture 
tells us, “You were dead in your trespasses and sins…the good that I would I do 
not do…none is righteous no not one.” (Eph 2:1, Rom 7:19, 3:10) 

i. How do you “sell” that as good news, it has to be said, it’s not enough to 
share the news of salvation if you don’t know what you’re saved from 

ii. Furthermore, the way to salvation isn’t opened by a special ritual or secret 
knowledge but with the flesh and blood of the Son of God – death! 

iii. Unlike a Tootsie Pop where the licks it takes to get the center are pleasant 
or a beautifully wrapped gift you hate to open, the Gospel is packaged in 
unpleasant truth that we are sinners who need to be saved, we are lost and 
need to be found 

c. But we don’t have to worry about dressing up the Gospel, the Holy Spirit was 
given to the church on Pentecost, and He is the One who provides for its growth 

i. It is His job to bring people to faith, as our confirmands learned in the 
explanation to the Apostles Creed, “I believe that I cannot by own reason 
or strength believe in Jesus Christ or come to Him…” 

ii. That means that no matter how sweet we think we make the Gospel, faith 
is not based on gimmicks or authentic talk 

iii. “but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.” 

iv. Pentecost is about the power of God’s Word through the Holy Spirit – God 
works through His Word not our words. 

d. That’s what I’ve told Kiersten and Emily for the past year in catechism class, 
especially as we’ve gone over absolution (forgiveness), baptism and communion 

i. What is it that allows me, a poor miserable sinner like the rest of you, able 
to stand up and say, “I forgive you all your sin”? Nothing in me, it’s God’s 
Word given to the church, “whoever’s sin you forgive they are forgiven.” 
(Jn 20:23) 

ii. What is it that makes simple water a life-renewing, sin-forgiving flood – the 
Word as Peter promised on that first Pentecost, “repent and baptized each 
one of you and you will receive the forgiveness of sins.” (Acts 2:38) 

iii. What makes simple bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ that 
forgives and renews, nothing I do but the Word, “take and eat this is my 
body…take and drink this is my blood shed for the forgiveness of sins.” 



iv. Again and again, I have emphasized with them that the power of the life we 
live in the church and the things that we do doesn’t rest in us but in God’s 
Word and promise – God’s Word makes a thing what it is! 

3. But sinners that we are, fickle, always looking for change, we grow tired of the Word 
alone, we think that the old ways can’t still work 

i. Let’s face it - the same sales pitches aren’t used today that were used 40 
years ago, people want fresh and exciting not old 

ii. Hence the perceived need to dress the Gospel up 
iii. Perhaps that is why we use clichés like “relevant, authentic, awesome” – 

because we think that we have to sell it, we don’t trust that God’s Word 
will have its way with us  

iv. And each time we dress it up, we get further away from the ugly truth 
about our sin and what it cost to forgive it. 

b. So, on that first Pentecost the Holy Spirit was poured out on the Apostles giving 
them the divine ability to teach and preach the true message of salvation 

i. As we look at his words next week we’ll see that Peter is anything but a 
salesman, his words weren’t filled with how awesome Christ is 

ii. Rather he condemns those listening to him and then calls them to repent 
iii. No human would go about marketing a new product in such a fashion, and 

yet the church grew by 3000 that day alone 
c. And the means that God used on that first Pentecost He uses today – the power 

of Word and Spirit 
i. What a joy, what a relief, to KNOW that you don’t bear the responsibility 

for how to present God’s Word in new ways but just that you present it as 
it is 

ii. You don’t have to give a personal testimony to everyone you run into 
iii. You’re not a salesman…you’re a Christian and you have the guarantee that 

the Holy Spirit is working through the plain Word spoken by you 
d. And here in the church we don’t have to invent ways of staying real or authentic 

i. The only “authenticity” comes from recognizing that, try as we might, we 
are sinful and unclean…we are poor miserable sinners 

ii. And the only reality is that for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
suffering and death His beloved Son He has had mercy on us 

iii. That through the power of the Pentecost miracle, Word and Spirit, God 
continues to make disciples and save the world. 


