
Proper 7B – Are you dressed for action? 

1. It has been lamented by some theologians that in recent decades we don’t dwell 

enough on the glory and majesty of God. 

a. In an effort to make God relatable we have emasculated Him 

i. Think of all of the sermons we hear about having a relationship with Jesus 

ii. In a sermon on I John, the book we just surveyed a pastor said this, “The 

true Christian life is a life of love. It is a love relationship with God” 

iii. Or as another says, “[I]t is romance that Christ asks of us. At least, that 

might be the best word to describe what he does want of us. You see, the 

Gospel is not primarily a book of wisdom to be mastered, nor a set of 

injunctions to be fulfilled, nor a revelation to be studied. It is all of those 

things, but most of all the Gospel is a call to a personal relationship with 

our Lord.” 

iv. It’s almost an uncomfortably intimate way to describe our relationship with 

God, more like lovers. 

b. But listen to a well-known sermon from Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the hands 

of an angry God,” from the colonial period of our history 

i. Edwards says, “Men’s hands cannot be strong when God rises up. The 

strongest have no power to resist him, nor can any deliver out of his 

hands.—He is not only able to cast wicked men into hell, but he can most 

easily do it.” 

ii. Not the warm fuzzy, romantic image of God we hear emphasized today. 

iii. The way that preachers describe the Lord is like a pendulum that swings 

between two poles: God’s might and majesty and God’s love and 

tenderness. 

iv. Neither is wrong because we are presented with both images in Scripture – 

“God is love” as I John tells us and “it is a fearsome thing to fall into the 

hands of the living God” as Hebrews warns us (I John 4:8, Heb 10:31). 

c. It is hard to hold these two images of God in tension with each other – but God is 

simultaneously love in its purest sense and unapproachably holy and awesome. 

i. In the old days awesome meant as the Oxford dictionary says, “extremely 

impressive or daunting; inspiring great admiration, apprehension, or 

fear.” 

ii. But in the 21st century “awesome” is more likely to be defined by Bill and 

Ted or the California surfing community as something really cool. 

iii. Just like we hear that we should have a bromance with Jesus often as not 

when today’s culture talks about the awesomeness of God it’s in the cool 

sense not the daunting sense 



2. But we most definitely serve a God in the former sense not the latter just listen to our 

readings today 

a. Our OT lesson comes from Job 38. To put this in context: Job was a man who had 

been greatly blessed throughout his life. 

i. Then he suffers terrible affliction: all of his children are killed, he loses all of 

his money, he become sick and covered with sores. 

ii. This is a picture of extreme misery, yet Job had been a faithful man, and he 

was unwilling to curse God or blame Him for his misfortune. 

iii. But he did maintain that he did not deserve what had befallen him and 

throughout the book wanted to question God as to why this happened – 

“what did I do to deserve this!” 

b. Our reading comes toward the end of the book when God finally answers Job, and 

this is NOT the way you or I want to meet God, “Then the LORD answered Job out 

of the whirlwind and said: “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without 

knowledge? Dress for action like a man; I will question you,” (Job 38:1-3) 

i. The phrase “dress for action” is rendered “gird your loins like a man” in the 

KJV, it’s a reference to preparing for battle – God will contend with Job 

ii. The introduction to this reading in our bulletin says, “God puts Job in his 

place.” 

iii. Then God proceeds to question Job as to where he was when God did all of 

the mighty works of creation, and He goes on questioning for two whole 

chapters – driving home Job’s insignificance 

iv. Finally, Job responds to God, who didn’t give him any answers only 

questions, saying: “Behold, I am of small account; what shall I answer 

you? I lay my hand on my mouth.” (Job 40:3-4) 

c. When we look at our Gospel lesson, Jesus is a lot less ominous than God was to 

Job but no less awesome and you can tell than by the apostles’ reaction 

i. Contextually, this lesson follows immediately after last week’s Gospel 

reading where Jesus had been teaching large crowds by the Sea of Galilee 

ii. And as the day waned Jesus said let’s go to the other side, and while they 

were crossing the sea a storm blew up. 

iii. Remember the Apostles are seasoned sailors, they are fishermen on this 

lake they had seen their share of storms, but they’re panicked by this one 

d. Meanwhile  Jesus is sleeping in the back of the boat and when the Apostles wake 

Him He, “rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind 

ceased, and there was a great calm.” (Mk 4:39) 

i. Imagine your reaction if someone calmed a raging storm by saying, “Be 

still!” – I don’t think it would be, “whoa dude that was totally awesome!” 



ii. Our reaction would probably be a lot more like the apostles’, “And they 

were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that 

even the wind and the sea obey him?” (Mk 4:41) 

iii. This is the God who created heaven and earth with a word from His mouth, 

who dwells in unapproachable light, who is a consuming fire. 

iv. How do you gird your loins when God comes to question you, are you 

dressed for action? 

3. As I mentioned at the beginning of the sermon I believe that we have over-emphasized 

God’s loving nature over His majesty in order to make Him approachable but we don’t 

have to because He’s already done it for us  

a. When we stand before the throne of God with all pretense and façade of holiness 

stripped away, like Job we would have to confess that we are of small account. 

i. We would be like Isaiah when God commissioned him and brought him to 

the throne room of heaven surrounded by God’s holiness and glory. 

ii. Like Job he confessed, “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean 

lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips!” (Isa 6:5) 

iii. He was overcome by the true awesomeness of God and recognized his 

insignificance and sinfulness as we would 

b. But this awesome God delights in revealing Himself in ways beyond our 

comprehension 

i. He sent Jesus into our world to “dress us for action/gird our loins” so that 

when we stand before God we would not be consumed. 

ii. Jesus came to demonstrate His love for us, not as a romantic relationship, 

but as the strong protecting the weak  

c. He did this by clothing us, covering us, or in the language from Job dressing 

us/girding us in order to protect us.  

i. As we hear in Galatians, “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ.” (Gal 3:27) 

ii. As Paul says in Philippians, “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of 

the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord…that I may…be 

found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 

God that depends on faith…” (Php 3:8-10) 

d. That having been found in Him, clothed with His righteousness we are girded…we 

are dressed to enter His presence…there is no fear 

i. The author of Hebrews says, “Therefore, brothers, since we have 

confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus…let us draw 

near with a true heart in full assurance of faith...” (Heb 10:19-22) 



ii. Are you dressed for action? Are you ready when the Lord says to you, 

“Dress for action and I will question you,”? 

iii. Christ has come to clothe you with His righteousness that you may say in 

that day, “Father I am dressed in the robe of Your Son, covered by His 

blood.” 


