
Proper 8B – Great is His faithfulness 

1. How do you pick up the pieces after living through a devastating event – whether that’s 

the death of a loved one, natural disaster, terrible crime, etc 

a. We have a couple of options when faced with adversity.  

i. We can allow it to control us.  

ii. Or we can take steps to control how we respond to what comes our way. 

iii. Obviously, we aspire to take control of the situation, but actually doing that 

is often harder than it should be and doesn’t always work. 

b. In our OT lesson today from Lamentations we see a third option, the biblical 

option, for how to persevere and find hope through these times 

i. Lamentations is a relatively short book in the OT, consisting of five 

chapters, our reading comes in the middle 

ii. The book is made up of five “laments” (hence the name) written as poems, 

each an expression of grief over the fall of Jerusalem. 

iii. The conquest of Jerusalem was the result of Israel’s sin and rebellion 

against God’s covenant. 

2. The prophet Jeremiah is widely believed to be the author of Lamentations, in our 

reading he’s picking up the pieces after the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians 

a. Jeremiah was the prophet sent by God in the waning days of the southern 

kingdom, Judah to warn them to repent. –  

i. But his warnings went mostly unheeded, and he responded to Judah’s 

rebellion with tears of mourning (Jeremiah 13:17).  

ii. That’s why he is also called “the weeping prophet” not only because of the 

gloomy nature of his message but the grief he expressed for his people. 

iii. His ministry was very difficult, he was often opposed by the priests and 

kings and even persecuted for his message. 

b. Jeremiah knew what was coming for the peoples’ rebellion, he had been divinely 

appointed by God and yet he was helpless to bring change. 

i. In 586 BC the Babylonians took the city of Jerusalem, destroyed the temple, 

took its treasure and carried many of the people to slavery. 

ii. Everything he had grown up with, everything of value, people he loved 

were either destroyed or taken. 

c. That provides the backdrop for the book of Lamentations, Jeremiah was 

intimately familiar with suffering, pain and rejection 

i. It would have been easy for him to declare as many have done in similar 

circumstances there is no God or blame God – but he didn’t 

ii. Our chapter provides the glimmer of hope in this short book, and it’s not 

some Pollyanna notion that things can only get better, but is rooted in the 

revealed nature of God. 



iii. As we hear in today’s reading, “The steadfast love of the LORD never 

ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; 

great is your faithfulness.” (Lam 3:22-23) 

iv. Or in the King James English “Great is Thy faithfulness” as we just sang. 

3. And because God is faithful Jeremiah could be honest with himself and with God and he 

provides the Biblical example of what to do in the midst of suffering. 

a. First, Jeremiah acknowledges what he’s been through, what Israel has been 

through, he doesn’t sugar-coat the suffering.  

i. He says in today’s reading, “Remember my affliction and my wanderings, 

the wormwood and the gall! My soul continually remembers it and is 

bowed down within me.” (Lam 3:19-20) 

ii. In fact a few verses before our reading began Jeremiah said, “my soul is 

bereft of peace; I have forgotten what happiness is” (Lam 3:17) 

iii. Have you been in that position before; down so long you don’t know what 

up is anymore? 

iv. We can be honest with God about what our circumstances have brought in 

our lives. 

b. But Jeremiah didn’t dwell on his suffering, his prayer didn’t end at his complaint 

i. Rather, just after revealing the depth of his despair he says, “But this I call 

to mind, and therefore I have hope:” (Lam 3:21) 

ii. Jeremiah’s hope wasn’t that things would eventually get better or work 

themselves out. 

iii. That’s what we tell ourselves in the world because we don’t know what 

else to say because we really have nothing to offer. 

c. But rather his hope is in the nature of God, “The steadfast love of the LORD 

never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; 

great is your faithfulness.” (Lam 3:22-23) 

i. He knew that this was the God who had guarded and prospered Abraham 

when He called him out of Ur to give him the Promised Land and many 

descendants. 

ii. This was the God who had kept Joseph after he had been sold into slavery 

by his brothers, made it so that he would be second in charge of all Egypt 

iii. This was the God who delivered the children of Israel out of slavery 400 

years later, through the Red Sea to return to the Promised Land. 

iv. All of this demonstrated His steadfast love in keeping the promise He had 

made to Abraham when He promised that his descendants would be God’s 

people through whom the promised Messiah would come to bless the 

whole world! 



4. And because of God’s faithfulness Jeremiah was able to do something that is completely 

unnatural when we’re under pressure – he does nothing, he waits. 

a. As he says in our reading, “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I 

will hope in him.” The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who 

seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.” 

(Lam 3:24-26) 

i. When the going gets so bad that you don’t know which way to turn or 

where to start, God’s Word says, “Then don’t!” 

ii. When we reach the depths of our trials, we can be so disoriented that try 

as we might nothing helps – it’s like a drowning person there’s a lot of 

movement as they flail about it just doesn’t do any good! 

iii. Jeremiah’s deliverance, our deliverance starts when we stop trying to solve 

it ourselves, it begins with waiting for the Lord and seeking Him rather than 

solving our problems. 

iv. It’s a matter of priority, when the going gets tough the tough don’t get 

going, they get God! 

b. Jeremiah knew that what he and Israel were going through wasn’t punishment for 

punishment’s sake, it wasn’t divine revenge, God uses trials to draw us to Him 

i. As he concludes in our reading, “For the Lord will not cast off forever, but, 

though he cause grief, he will have compassion according to the 

abundance of his steadfast love;” (Lam 3:31-32) 

ii. God’s proper work is not in punishment but in blessing, “for he does not 

afflict from his heart or grieve the children of men.” (Lam 3:33) 

iii. The Israelites were going to go into exile to bring them to repentance and 

faith that they would return to the Lord – it would be for their good. 

iv. Or as Paul says in Romans, “And we know that for those who love God all 

things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 

purpose.” (Rom 8:28) 

c. Paul bases that assertion on the same thing that Jeremiah bases his hope, that 

great is God’s faithfulness as he concludes a few verses later, “If God is for us, 

who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for 

us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” (Rom 8:31-32) 

i. The great faithfulness of God that Jeremiah relied on ultimately caused Him 

to send His Son to bear the sin of the world that whoever believes in Him 

would not perish but have eternal life! 

ii. If God was willing to go to that extent to save you, do you think He’s going 

to abandon you in your time of need? 

iii. So that we could be assured that no matter what tragedy has befallen us 

when we honestly confront our problem giving it to the Lord we know that 



we can rest in His strength because great is His faithfulness for our 

deliverance! 

 


