
Proper 20B – Are you a friend of the world…then you’re an enemy of God 

1. The Met Gala, held in NYC, this past Monday provided pundits another opportunity to 

lampoon the hypocrisy and attention-seeking of the entertainment class.  

a. The event is held to raise funds for the Metropolitan Museum of Art  

i. Tickets were 35K apiece, yet there was one of our NY Congresswomen 

attending the event wearing a dress emblazoned with “Tax the Rich” – she 

said she was there to start a conversation about wealth and privilege. 

ii. She was joined by a host of other celebrities and elites who pride 

themselves on their heightened “social consciousness” and concern for the 

downtrodden while the rest of the world wades through the pandemic, on-

going natural disasters, a humanitarian crisis of our own making in 

Afghanistan, etc etc etc 

iii. How could that money and effort have been spent to alleviate real suffering 

as opposed to indulging the vanity of the rich? 

b. Almost as importantly, why does the world delight in such ostentatious displays, 

what drives the fascination of so many people? 

i. It’s almost a like a voyeurism where those being watched are aware of it, so 

they behave even more outlandishly for their audience. 

ii. Many of these people have personal lives that we would never publicly 

admit to desiring.  

iii. Yet the fascination remains, and it will be on display again at the Oscars, 

the Emmys, wherever they can get an audience. 

2. We’re continuing our survey of James this week, and this is the kind of dynamic that he 

warns us about when he asks, “Do you not know that friendship with the world is 

enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes 

himself an enemy of God.”  (James 4:4) 

a. Scripture is clear, we have been called out of the world and worldly ways, yet we 

often find ourselves divided, looking back wistfully. 

i. Like the children of Israel in Ex 16 just after they’d left Egypt looking back 

thinking life was better in slavery, “And the whole congregation of the 

people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, and 

the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of 

the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate 

bread to the full...” (Exo 16:2-3) 

ii. That’s like us looking back at a life outside of the church, imagining we’re 

free to do what we want on Sundays, unfettered by concerns of “right” or 

“wrong” able to enjoy life on the other side without the guilt. 

iii. Consequently, many of us cozy up to the world to enjoy some of its benefits 

not imagining the damage we do to our faith when we mix priorities. 



iv. When our loyalties are divided, it weakens our faith – our affluence gives a 

false sense of security and provides distractions that weaken our reliance 

on God and give us other priorities to chase.  

v. Are you a friend of the world…then you’re an enemy of God! 

b. Remember the main point of James’ letter is, “Be doers of the word and not 

hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” (James 1:21)  

i. The only way any of us will continue to walk the walk of faith, being doers 

of the word and not hearers only, is when our hearts and minds desire the 

things of God and not the things of the world? 

ii. As Paul tells us in Rom 12, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 

what is the will of God, what is good…” (Rom 12:2) 

iii. The mind renewed by the Holy Spirit begins to think different thoughts, 

value Godly priorities and progressively avoid earthly things. 

3. The world fauns over events and people like these because to the natural, sinful mind 

this is what it values: popularity, wealth, influence, vanity. 

a. As James reminds us today, “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition 

in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. This is not the wisdom 

that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.” (Jas 3:13-15)  

i. We have an example of that in our Gospel lesson: here Jesus reveals for the 

second of three times that He must be crucified. 

ii. This was a heavy message, you’d think it would have been received by 

Jesus’ closest friends and followers with solemnity, with the gravity that it 

deserved, but rather they didn’t understand it and were afraid to ask (Mk 

9:32) 

b. So, after they arrived in Capernaum our Lord asked them what they were 

discussing along the way after hearing that news. (Mk 9:33) 

i. Mark reports, “But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with 

one another about who was the greatest.” (Mk 9:34)  

ii. Even our Lord’s apostles were not immune from the pull of the world, even 

in this group there was selfish ambition. 

iii. When Jesus discovered what was in their hearts he said, “If anyone would 

be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” (Mk 9:35) 

iv. This isn’t natural to us, this isn’t what the world tells us in right, so we’re 

not going to pursue the things of God on our own. 

4. But as James promises the Lord doesn’t leave us in our predicament to find our own way 

out, to renew ourselves, our renewal is the result of God’s gracious work on us 

a. A transformed mind that values the things of God, that is not a friend of world, is 

something God works in us through His Word and Spirit – it’s a divine thing! 



i. That’s why James says, “Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the 

Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to 

dwell in us”? But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the 

proud but gives grace to the humble.” (Jas 4:5-7) 

ii. That grace is the grace to change, to become something that the sinful 

world not only doesn’t value but ridicules – humility and a desire to serve 

rather that be served – grace to become like Christ. 

iii. That’s what Paul tells us in Php 2, that a Christian life is patterned after 

Christ’s life (surprise!), Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 

Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 

equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking 

the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found 

in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 

death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and 

bestowed on him the name that is above every name, (Php 2:5-9) 

iv. That because Jesus willingly set aside everything that was His by nature of 

being God for the purpose of dying on the cross that we who deserved 

death should have life we as Christians now live by His example. 

b. That is not worldly wisdom, that is not going to sell at the Met Gala or any other 

swank venue because it’s foolishness to the world that says, “if you’ve got it 

flaunt it and if you don’t got it don’t stop until you do.” 

i. That’s why if you are friend of the world you are an enemy of God – 

because the two are irreconcilable. 

ii. The world says, “it’s all about me first,” and the Christian says, “you’re 

right everything I do IS all about you first because everything Christ did 

was about me first.” 

iii. One is a position of never-ending taking, the other a position of never-

ending giving because our God gave everything for us because He calls us 

His friends. 


