
Epiphany 2A – Keep the Main thing the Main thing 

1. As I come to my final sermon as your pastor,  mI’ve been asking myself, “What do you 

say for the last time…what do you want to leave with your people as a final thought?” 

a. And the readings this week were a great help, perhaps divinely fortuitous, 

because we hear John the Baptist say the very thing that is most important, 

“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (Jn 1:29)  

i. That is the main thing in a Christian’s life, the Christian witness, “Behold the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!” 

ii. Even if that’s not the first thing that comes out of your mouth when you’re 

at work or at home or at school in the work-a-day world it’d better be the 

first thing out of a pastor’s mouth. 

iii. And I pray, above all else that I may have been, done or said among you 

that the first and foremost thing you’ve heard and experienced from me is 

“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” – it is the 

main thing. 

b. “Behold the Lamb of God…” is an invitation to those who hear it: meaning 

look…see…pay attention…to take a closer look at what you’re talking about 

i. That’s what we see in the reaction of the John’s two disciples who heard his 

proclamation, “The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 

Jesus.” (Jn 1:37) 

ii. The disciples heard the invitation and followed Jesus and asked, “Rabbi 

where are you staying?” (Jn 1:38) to which He replied, “Come and you will 

see.” (Jn 1:39) 

iii. And when they got to know Christ for themselves, when they had 

experienced His presence, they were changed, and they become witnesses 

like John. 

c. What is the first thing that happens when they leave Jesus’ presence? 

i. As our Gospel says, “One of the two who heard John speak and followed 

Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his own brother 

Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah.” (Jn 1:40-41) 

ii. When Andrew told his brother to Jesus he was giving an invitation like 

John’s, “Behold the Lamb of God…” 

iii. That invitation to experience the transforming work of Christ, the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world because it results in 

transformation, we become witness who go and tell others what you have 

seen. 

d. That is the pattern we see in the Gospels from the moment of Christ’s birth. 

i. In the angelic announcement to the Shepherds, “…behold, I bring you good 

news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this 



day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luk 2:10-11) – 

the invitation, “Behold, I bring you…” 

ii. As Luke reports, “When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” (Luk 

2:15) 

iii. And their response, “And when they saw it, they made known the saying 

that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it 

wondered at what the shepherds told them.” (Luk 2:17-18) 

iv. “Come and see…go and tell,” that is the main thing and I pray that you keep 

the main thing the main thing! 

2. That is the charge of the church and her people, both pastors and laity, keep the main 

thing the main thing – invite…invite others to experience what you already know! 

a. “But where does that happen?” you might ask. “Christ is no longer here to 

experience…we can’t just talk to Him and touch Him.” 

i. But there you’d be wrong because our Lord has not left us with nothing but 

empty words.  

ii. That’s the great treasure we have in the Church, our Lord is still present 

among us, it is here that we experience the transformative power of Christ 

who comes to us 

b. Of first importance, our Lord has left us His Word in Scripture which is not just any 

mere “book” and for those who have spent time in it you know its power 

i. Listen to what our Lord says about His Word, “It is the Spirit who gives life; 

the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit 

and life.” (Joh 6:63) 

ii. Or again from the book of Hebrews, “For the word of God is living and 

active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul 

and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 

intentions of the heart.” (Heb 4:12) 

iii. And again, our Lord, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my 

Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with 

him.” (Joh 14:23) 

iv. Jesus is the Word of God made flesh (Jn 1:1) and Jesus is in His Word with 

us when we read and proclaim it – come and hear! 

c. Jesus is here to forgive your sins when we confess at the beginning of service 

i. And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” (Joh 20:22-23) 



ii. And again from Luke, “The one who hears you hears me, and the one who 

rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent 

me.” (Luk 10:16) 

iii. Christ is in His Word of absolution as you hear me say, “in the stead (place 

of) and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sin.” 

iv. That is one of the greatest joys of my whole ministry when God comes 

down to meet you, to forgive you and wrap you in the arms of His loving 

mercy – come and experience! 

d. And our Lord continues to come to us physically, miraculously in His body and 

blood under the bread and wine. 

i. Remember that when our Lord celebrated the Last Supper it was a Passover 

celebration that commemorated Israel’s deliverance from Egypt. 

ii. At that yearly Passover celebration, according to Exodus, the father of the 

family was to recite the history of the Exodus to teach his family of God’s 

salvation and then they would eat of the sacrifice that was made. 

iii. At our communion celebration we recite the history of our salvation, that is 

why I say (don’t read) the words of institution, “Our Lord Jesus Christ on 

the night when he was betrayed…” just as a father would tell his family not 

read it, this is not an incantation or a magic formula, it is our history 

iv. When Christ instituted the Supper He gave it it’s true meaning “this is my 

body…this is my blood for you,” the sacrifice that his followers would 

partake in was His own body and blood, as Paul confirms in I Cor, “The 

bread we break is it not a participation in the body of the Lord…the cup 

we drink is it not a participation in the blood of the Lord.” – the invitation, 

come, taste and see that the Lord is good! 

e. The church today gives the same invitation that John gave so long ago at the 

Jordan, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  

i. Come and see, hear, experience, taste the Lord where He may be found, 

right here in His church!  

ii. And then go and tell what you have seen.  

iii. It is the main thing, and Beloved, I pray that you will keep the main thing 

the main thing! 


