
Epiphany 3C: I Corinthians 12:12-31 
We Are God’s Gifts to the Church 

1. Today we’ll have the first of a two-part sermon series on gifts in the body of the Church 
and what we do with them as Paul talks about in I Corinthians 

a. Building on the image of the body I think most of you have probably at least heard 
of autoimmune diseases. 

i. Autoimmunity is a process where body fights itself – the immune system 
attacks our own body as though it was something foreign like a virus or 
bacteria. 

ii. And even if you’re not familiar with that term you’re all certainly familiar 
with many of the disorders that are autoimmune – things like Rheumatoid 
Arthritis, Lupus, and Multiple Sclerosis. 

iii. Before advent of modern medicine many of these disorders resulted in 
tremendous debility and death 

b. It’s just common sense that an organism can’t fight itself for long without 
suffering serious consequences 

i. Whether that’s our own body, our government, and even the Church. 
ii. That brings us to Paul’s discussion in our Epistle lesson where he uses the 

analogy of the Church as the body of Christ. 
iii. It is such a great illustration for Church because no matter what age we live 

in it’s an image that we can understand from our own experience. 
iv. Like a body, the Church has been designed by our Lord with many unique 

parts, each indispensable and necessary for the function of the whole – we 
are God’s gifts to His Church. 

2. Like autoimmune disease turn our bodies against themselves, the Corinthian church had 
turned against itself and that is what occasioned Paul to use this analogy 

a. They were a fractured community on many fronts and that division was affecting 
their mission 

i. We hear right in the opening of the letter, “For it has been reported to me 
by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers.” (1Co 
1:11) 

ii. Those divisions ranged over who’s preaching they liked, “What I mean is 
that each one of you says, "I follow Paul," or "I follow Apollos," or "I 
follow Cephas," or "I follow Christ.” 

iii. How they celebrated the Lord’s Supper, “For…when you come together as 
a church, I hear that there are divisions among you…When you come 
together, it is not the Lord's Supper that you eat. For in eating, each one 
goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk.” (I 
Cor 11:18,20-21) 

iv. And those divisions had even resulted in lawsuits among the body, “Can it 
be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute 



between the brothers, but brother goes to law against brother, and that 
before unbelievers?” (1Co 6:5-6) 

b. So not surprisingly the Church was also divided about the gifts that God had given 
her. 

i. Last week Paul began this chapter by drawing attention to the fact that all 
gifts had a common source in the Holy Spirit 

ii. But just as they had divided themselves over which teacher they followed, 
the Corinthians had divided themselves over which believers were more 
important based on spiritual gifts. 

iii. That’s normal in the world where the importance of our position is usually 
based on giftedness – there’s a reason I’m not a first baseman or a 
quarterback, a CEO or CFO - but it should not be in the Church. 

iv. Unfortunately, the Church is not immune from that same process, even the 
Apostles argued over who would be greatest in Kingdom – this is not a 
problem unique to Corinth 

c. Paul reminded the Corinthians that since all gifts had the same source, they 
should realize that they were one entity with many unique parts designed by God 

i. Opens this week with, “For just as the body is one and has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ.” (I Cor 12:12) 

ii. Just our bodies can’t exist if they fight themselves Paul notes that the 
Church can’t function if it’s divided against itself. 

iii. Just as the body requires all of its different parts to function properly so the 
Church needs all of her uniquely gifted members to function properly. 

d. The unity of the Church, like the unity of the body, is by God’s work, “For in one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and all 
were made to drink of one Spirit.” (I Cor 12:13) 

i. How does baptism create this unity? 
ii. God uses baptism as the means to deliver the grace, strength, forgiveness 

won for us by Christ on the cross 
iii. Just as we are all equally condemned without Christ, we are all equally 

redeemed by Christ, none greater and none less. 
iv. Paul expresses similar thought in Galatians 3, “For as many of you as were 

baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal 3:27-28) 

3. But what does this picture of unity in body mean for us today? 
a. We may not be divided like the Corinthians, but we are also not immune from the 

temptation to divide ourselves based on “importance” 
i. Part of our sinful nature is that we struggle to define ourselves even within 

the body of Christ 
ii. Our world is ordered by who’s important and who is not… 



iii. So, it’s natural for us to focus on who’s doing what or doing more than 
another and take unholy pride in the thought that we’re not like others 

b. But in the Church the world’s economy…world’s structure fades in background 
i. Here as Paul reminds us, no matter our background we are baptized into 

Christ 
ii. We are unified in a body where the world’s values are turned upside down 

as Paul says, “the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and on those parts of the body that we think less 
honorable we bestow the greater honor… God has so composed the body, 
giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there may be no 
division in the body.” (I Cor 12:22-25) 

iii. Our Lord acknowledged the same thing when He told the Apostles, “You 
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 
ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But 
whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever 
would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” (Mat 20:25-28) 

iv. Our service for the body of Christ has its source in what Christ did for us – in 
that He who created and sustains the universe laid aside all of that to 
become one of us so that He could give His life to save ours. 

c. We have been blessed with all kinds of gifts in our congregation – people to serve 
in various capacities many unseen in order to make the Church run 

i. This is part of our Stewardship – our Lord has placed in our midst many 
diverse talents, and we are called to manage those talents in service to the 
Church 

ii. We strive by the power of the Holy Spirit to nurture each other in light of 
our baptismal unity recognizing that no matter what we do individually 
contributes to the well-being of the whole.  

4. As we’ll see next week our unity is not something static but it compels us to act in love 
toward each other and reach out to the world in service to Christ, but for this week we 
rejoice and take comfort in our God-given unity for He has placed each of us here as His 
gifts to the Church!  


