
Proper 23B – What are you looking for? 

1. You ever done this? It’s Saturday, and you’re at home. It’s the middle of the afternoon. 

You’ve wander into the kitchen, open the pantry door, and stare at the contents.  

a. And you hear, “What are you looking for?” from your spouse or your family 

member when they find you standing there. 

i. And you don’t really know what you’re looking for.  

ii. You know you’re hungry (or maybe bored), but you can’t decide what’s 

really going to satisfy you.  

iii. You have a number of options before you, and yet there isn’t one that 

stands out as the answer to your craving. 

b. But this doesn’t only happen on Saturday afternoons, “What are you looking for?” 

is the question many of us spend our lives trying to answer. 

i. I’m looking for happiness…I’m looking for excitement. 

ii. I’m looking for love…I’m looking for a place to belong. 

iii. I’m looking for purpose…for a good time…for escape... 

iv. We’re usually “looking” for something…something more or different than 

where we are or what we’re doing. 

c. I am not immune from this restlessness; I often feel the “wanderlust” not in the 

travelling sense but the restlessness that comes with life wondering is there 

something more somewhere 

i. I don’t know if any of you recall “The Empire Strikes Back” but I hope the 

Star Wars franchise is popular enough that I don’t have to give the 

backstory. 

ii. When Yoda meets Luke for the first time he muses to Obi Wan’s spirit, “A 

long time have I watched this one, all his life as he looked away…to the 

future…never his mind on where he was…what he was doing.” 

iii. That could describe a lot of us, certainly me, as though something 

somewhere other than where I am could make me happy, the quest for 

purpose, meaning, fulfillment as though I could find it on my own. 

d. One way or another, we’re looking for something that makes us come alive. 

i. And yet, experience proves that few of the paths we forge for ourselves 

satisfy for any length of time. 

ii. That’s because we were not created to seek our source of life, our meaning 

or purpose in any other place but in God alone. 

2. That’s what we see in our OT lesson; God’s people during the time of Amos had tried to 

seek out life apart from God. 

a. Amos wrote at a time of political stability in both the Northern and Southern 

Kingdoms. (His prophecy is addressed to Israel, the Northern Kingdom.) 

i. But that external stability masked serious spiritual problems. 



ii. You’ll recall that generations earlier Israel divided in two after the death of 

David’s son, Solomon. 

iii. King Jeroboam of the North set up calf idols in the cities of Bethel and Dan, 

to keep his people from returning to the Southern Kingdom of Judah to 

worship at the Temple. 

iv. The people had also adopted the false gods of the people around them. 

b. But ultimately, the people had adopted the worship of the most common false 

god: the god of self. 

i. In service to their own appetites, the rich and well-connected people of 

Amos’s day were building beautiful homes and planting luxurious 

vineyards, and they funded their efforts by oppressing and defrauding the 

common people. 

ii. They charged the people unfair taxes on their grain harvests (v 11). 

iii. Then, when the people would complain and seek their legal rights, the rich 

would pay off the judges in order to maintain their unjust enterprise (v 12). 

c. But God sent Amos to warn them that their time was coming if they didn’t repent 

i. They would build their beautiful homes but not get to live in them. 

ii. They would plant their pleasant vineyards but miss out on the wine. 

iii. These warnings would go unheeded and would find their fulfillment in 

Israel’s destruction by the Assyrians within a generation of Amos’s writing, 

about 722 BC. 

d. But we’re not all that different than Israel, like the well-connected of Amos’s day, 

we often use people and things around us to satisfy our desire for the good life. 

i. When we seek after comfort, we use people as servants of our comfort, or 

substances to escape our present reality. 

ii. When we seek after wealth, we use people as means of production. 

iii. When we seek after pleasure and self-gratification, we use people as 

objects to satisfy our desire. 

3. But God himself wants so much more for us just as He did for the nation of Israel 

a. Amos didn’t simply communicate judgment: through the prophet, God was 

pleading with his people. 

i. Three times in this chapter He tells them where to find life, “Seek me and 

live; but do not seek Bethel, and do not enter into Gilgal or cross over to 

Beersheba (v.4)…Seek the LORD and live (v.6)… Seek good, and not evil, 

that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, as 

you have said.” (Amo 5:14) 

ii. By nature, sinful people seek life through a thousand other “good” things 

apart from God. 



iii. But God was pleading with Israel as He is pleading with us – don’t seek your 

own good in your own way it will only lead to death 

b. Only One is able to give real life, abundant life, eternal life. 

i. As Moses told the Israelites in Deuteronomy, “Therefore choose life, that 

you and your offspring may live, loving the LORD your God, obeying his 

voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days…” (Deu 

30:19-20)” 

ii. Or as our Lord promised in the Gospel of John, “I came that they may have 

life and have it abundantly.” (Jn 10:10) 

4. The Good News is that even when we did not seek God, he sought us. 

a. The one through whom all things are made and have life came to earth, seeking 

out his twisted and death-bound creatures. 

i. With acts of love and mercy, Jesus bore witness of the life he came to give. 

ii. Even so, his people rejected the author of life, like the rich young man in 

our Gospel who found his identity in his wealth and possessions rather than 

God. 

b. But thanks be to God that through the cross, Christ destroyed the power of sin 

and death and is the true source of our life. 

i. He comes to us today to invite us to seek our life in him, with the promise 

that we will find it as He told the crowds in John 6, “I am the bread of life; 

whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall 

never thirst.” – true meaning, true satisfaction 

ii. And when we have found our life in God, our perspective changes - we 

value other people rightly, as objects of his love that He has redeemed 

through His blood not as objects for our use 

iii. Justice and care for our neighbor flow from a life transformed in Christ; 

because we have THE source of life in Jesus, we seek to bless those around 

us instead of using them for our own ends. 

iv. We see our resources as God’s possessions given to us for use in His 

Kingdom and for the life of the world not our own selfish desires 

c. What are you looking for? We don’t really know on our own, but God has sought 

and found us in Jesus so that we might seek and know Him. 

i. And in a world full of people who don’t know exactly what they’re looking 

for, we now have the opportunity to follow the God who sought us and 

then to seek the good of others, that they, too, might know the love and 

salvation of God through us.  

ii. That is what we are looking for…where true life is found! Amen. 


