
Proper 24C: Luke 18:1-8 – God hears our prayers 
1. The world with all of its stressors challenges the faith of all of us at times 

a. Surrounded by pain, loss, temptations, loneliness, the evils of the day Christians 
might be tempted like Job in his afflictions to wonder what happened to God 

i. There was a Christian song a few years ago by ZoeGirl that spoke of that 
dismay that plagues our faith and gnaws at our confidence in God’s 
Promises when He doesn’t seem to answer prayer: 

ii. Does anybody know how I feel? Sometimes I'm numb, sometimes I'm 
overcome. Does anybody care what's going on? Do I have to wear my 
scars like a badge on my arm for you to see me, I need release. Do I have 
to scream for you to hear me? Do I have to bleed for you to see me? 
'Cause I grieve, you're not listening to me. Do I need to scream? 

b. Sometimes it feels like we’re all alone in this world without an advocate on our 
side – voicing our prayers to an empty room…speaking into the void. 

i. In those dark moments, when the world closes in and you’re all too aware 
of the evils and trials that surround you, you might be tempted to ask, “Can 
anyone hear me?” 

ii. In those dark nights of the soul, we wrestle with the thought that God has 
abandoned us, and we cry out like the Psalmist and Jesus on the cross, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving 
me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do 
not answer, and by night, but I find no rest.” (Psa 22:1-2) 

2. Yet, God promises to hear us…God promises to deliver for us, God hears our prayers 
especially at the darkest times in our lives, as we see in our Gospel lesson today 

a. We skipped the verses between last week’s Gospel and this one which set the 
stage for what He is about to say 

i. In the final verses of chapter 17 Jesus addressed the end times saying, “The 
days are coming when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of 
Man, and you will not see it…Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it 
be in the days of the Son of Man.” (Lk 17:22) 

ii. The evil days that He said were coming would be enough to try the faith 
and resolve of God’s elect 

iii. In today’s Epistle Paul echoes that theme, “For the time is coming when 
people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,” (2 Tim 
4:3) 

b. So, in light of these evil times and the events that will try our faith, our Lord tells a 
parable, “to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart.” (Lk 
18:1) 

i. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor 
respected man.” (Lk 8:2) 



ii. This is someone who’s in his position NOT because he cared about people 
or doing the right thing – maybe he’s there for prestige or personal gain. 

iii. “And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, 
'Give me justice against my adversary.'” (Lk 18:3) 

iv. We all know what it’s like to be nagged by someone over something that 
doesn’t matter to us, how tiresome it can be even for someone of good 
disposition, so you know what it must have done to this guy! 

c. Widows and orphans were among the most vulnerable in that society with no one 
to protect them and no one to provide 

i. God’s Law demanded that the Israelites care for these most vulnerable as a 
reflection of His mercy and grace, as He exhorted Israel through the 
prophets many times, “learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; 
bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause.” (Isa 1:17) 

ii. Of course, this made no difference to judge who couldn’t care less about 
what God wanted 

iii. But the widow persisted in her demand and the judge relented not for 
justice’s sake but for his own sanity, “Though I neither fear God nor 
respect man, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her 
justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.'” (Lk 
18:4-5) 

iv. A lot like parents when we sometimes give in to the relentless pestering 
from our kids for the sake of our own sanity. 

d. Jesus then tells us, Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And will not God give 
justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 
(Lk 18:6-7) 

i. We would make a mistake if we assume the unrighteous judge is the 
picture of God in the parable 

ii. It’s not that God gives in for personal interest, the story hinges on contrast 
NOT comparison 

iii. Jesus is saying that if even this scoundrel will give justice (even if for the 
wrong reason) how much more will God who loves us (the elect) answer 
our prayers? 

iv. Our Lord ends our reading today with a question, “Nevertheless, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  (Lk 18:8) Will we still trust 
in God’s Promise or will we allow the evil times to overwhelm our faith? 

3. Just as the widow was persistent in her pleas for justice so we also persist in prayer 
a. Many of us give up on prayer early 

i. We’re too busy…too tired…too forgetful…or there’s no immediate answer! 
ii. But our Lord says in Mark 11:24, “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in 

prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” 
iii. Our God delights in hearing the prayers of our hearts 

b.    Not only that - the good news is that your Father in heaven knows your needs 



i. Like children we most often don’t have a good idea of what we truly need 
or when we truly need it, we cry out in distress and wonder why God isn’t 
there at our beck and call – we often want a genie in a bottle rather than 
God in heaven! 

ii. But Paul tells us in Rom 8:26-27, “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.  And 
he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.” 

iii. Luther puts it this way, “Wherever there is a Christian, there is also the Holy 
Spirit, who does nothing else than pray ceaselessly.” 

iv. We don’t need to wonder if anyone can hear us, we have God’s assurance 
that He does indeed hear us, God hears our prayers in this we are secure 

v. Psalm 121 says, “I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help 
come? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.” 

c. God answers prayers in His time, which is not always our time, but He does not 
delay because He’s delinquent  

i. Rather, unlike the judge who satisfied his own desire, our Lord waits for the 
best time to answer our prayers for our benefit  

ii. Isa 30:18-19, “Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you, and 
therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you…He will surely be 
gracious to you at the sound of your cry. As soon as he hears it, he 
answers you.” 

iii. Of this we can be certain, He who went so far as to send His Son to die for 
us to reestablish the line of communication in prayer will certainly not 
delay to answer our call but will answer how and when is best for us – God 
hears our prayers! 


