
Proper 25B – We are all Blind Beggars until we Receive our sight in Christ 

1. The texts for this week are not preached very often because of how close they fall to 

Reformation which is coming up next week. 

a. Most often if given the choice between these readings and Reformation Day our 

churches will choose to celebrate Reformation Day even if Oct 31 is not on a 

Sunday (which it is this year) 

i. In our text today, Mark tells us about Jesus working a powerful act of mercy 

in restoring the sight of a blind beggar 

ii. This account is recorded in the Synoptics (Mt, Mk, and Lk) but only in Mark 

do we hear his name, Bartimaeus.  

b. What is interesting is that Mark’s account of Jesus healing this blind man 

bookends with a previous account of Christ restoring sight to a different blind 

man in chapter 8  

i. That healing only Mark relates and it came just after the feeding of the 

5000 when the disciples clearly didn’t yet understand the significance of 

Jesus’ teaching and miracles  

ii. And what happens between the two miracles helps us understand more 

clearly how we become disciples of Jesus – no matter who we are, we are 

all blind beggars until we receive our sight in Christ. 

2. It’s not surprising that Mark would report two healings of blind men (v 46; 8:22–26). 

a. As we know blindness is just another evidence of the fallen creation. 

i. And restoring sight to the blind is among the most prominent signs of the 

coming of the Messiah as Isaiah says, “Then the eyes of the blind shall be 

opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap 

like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break 

forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert…” (Isa 35:5-6). 

ii. Note that Isaiah mentions the restoration of sight first, this was also the 

passage that our Lord read in the synagogue at Nazareth as He began His 

ministry saying, “Today this passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” (Lk 4:21) 

b. But blindness is more than just a physical affliction affecting only a few people. 

i. There is also spiritual blindness, and because of our sinfulness we are ALL 

born spiritually blind, incapable of discerning God’s truth.  

ii. As Paul says in I Cor, “The natural person does not accept the things of the 

Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand 

them because they are spiritually discerned.” (1Co 2:14) 

iii. We see that repeatedly demonstrated in the Apostles like when they 

revealed their lack of understanding of Jesus’ warning to beware the 

“leaven of the Pharisees” (Mk 8:21) 



iv. Having just fed the five thousand and then four thousand, they thought He 

was still talking about bread, but He was warning them about their false 

teaching as Jesus said, “Although you have eyes, do you not see?” (8:18). 

c. What we see between these two healings recorded by Mark is that Jesus 

predicted his death and resurrection three times, but each time the disciples 

didn’t get it (8:31; 9:31; 10:33–34). 

i. The first time, Peter actively tried to stop Jesus in His mission as Mark 

reports such that Jesus had to rebuke him with, “Get behind me, Satan! For 

you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 

man.” (Mk 8:33) 

ii. The second time He mentioned it they fought over who would be the 

greatest among them when Jesus was gone (Mk 9:33-37) 

iii. The final time, James and John asked for special favor from Him to sit as His 

right and His left in the kingdom of heaven in the account right before our 

account this morning. (Mk 10:35-45) 

iv. In fact, their “blindness” would continue until after the resurrection when 

they could finally “see” the work of God completed before their eyes. 

d. It’s easy for us to look with amusement at the disciples’ lack of understanding but 

how often could Jesus ask us, “Although you have eyes, do you not see?” 

i. While we know the end from the beginning - that Jesus has taken our sins 

to the cross, died in our place and rose again to give us His victory over the 

grave - we often live as though “blind” to His Word and Promise. 

ii. How many of us live in the hope of His promises: “Do not be anxious about 

your life…But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be added to you.” (Mat 6:25,33) – yet we worry 

incessantly about all manner of things in our lives not just food and clothing 

never trusting God will provide. 

iii. How many of us live our lives purely according to His desires: “My sheep 

hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” (Joh 10:27) yet we 

get mired in the siren call of the world, its pleasures and sensualities mixing 

worldly priorities and desires with godly. 

iv. So not only Bartimaeus, but also each of us can only beg for his mercy and 

the true sight of faith and understanding.  

v. Bartimaeus recognized this. Do we realize we were also blind beggars? 

3. But Jesus’ mercy on Bartimaeus restores sight, not only physically but spiritually, too. 

a. He calls Bartimaeus and immediately his sight is restored and Mark reports that 

he gained something more when, “Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith 

has made you well.” (Mar 10:52) 



i. This is the sight Christ wants us to gain—to see that God’s kingdom has 

come in him. 

ii. It can only be seen clearly in light of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

b. That is why Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there 

has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” (Mat 11:11)  

i. That’s because John the Baptist and all of God’s people prior to him could 

only look forward in faith to the Messiah without knowing the details of 

salvation. 

ii. But for us all of Scripture has been opened and made clear through the life, 

death, and resurrection of Christ for our salvation. 

iii. That what our Lord told the disciples on the way to Emmaus that first 

Easter evening, “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 

interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.” 

(Luk 24:27) 

iv. But those things are spiritually discerned only through the eyes of faith, as 

we sang in our hymn Amazing Grace, “I once was lost but now am found, 

was blind but now I see.” 

c. And to the one who has the eyes of faith, who understands and receives the truth 

of God’s Word they receive another organ transplant – a new heart that desires 

what God desires and follows where He leads. 

i. As we see in Bartimaeus as Mark concludes, “And immediately he 

recovered his sight and followed him on the way.” (Mk 10:52) 

ii. A true disciple then follows Jesus where He leads even if it costs them 

everything as our Lord said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 

himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his 

life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will 

save it.” (Mar 8:34-35) 

iii. But following Jesus to his cross will also lead us on the way to resurrection 

and an inheritance kept for us in heaven far more precious than anything 

here on earth. 

iv. And Jesus doesn’t want anyone to miss seeing that – indeed we are all blind 

beggars until we receive our sight in Christ. Amen. 


