
Proper 28C – Nothing lasts forever except God’s Word 
1. I think we’ve all lived through quite a bit of change in our society over the past 5 years, 

we’ve seen things that we thought were permanent fall 
a. Think of the sea-change that swept over America just in the past 100 years – 

going from an agrarian to and industrial to a service economy 
i. Gone is the permanence that fathers once promised their sons 

ii. I’m sure many-a-father told their sons growing up in the shadow of a 
factory or a mine, “You too will work here one day just like my father and 
his father before him…” 

iii. But before the de-industrialization of America there was the movement 
from an agrarian society to industrial and I’m sure many-a-farmer told their 
sons, “You’ll work this land just like my father and his father…” 

iv. Nothing lasts forever 
b. Man-made permanence is illusory – it doesn’t matter how strong you build it, 

how much you reinforce it, or how prosperous it is 
i. That’s what our Lord was trying to tell His disciples in our Gospel lesson this 

morning as they looked up at the temple 
ii. Awed by its grandeur and solidity they remarked, “how it was adorned 

with noble stones and offerings.” (Lk 21:5) – it seemed like it should last 
forever 

iii. But our Lord said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come 
when there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be 
thrown down.” (Lk 21:6) 

iv. Who could ever imagine such a thing? Some of the stones were 30 or more 
feet in length, yet in 70 AD the Romans destroyed the Temple and now a 
mosque sits where it once stood – nothing lasts forever 

c. Just as that holds true in the economy and for the temple there are many things 
in our church culture that seemed permanent at the time. 

i. Remember the halcyon days of the church when you could build it and they 
would come? 

ii. The pastors in our circuit have often remarked that building churches in the 
50s and 60s was easy compared to today 

iii. Gone are the days when a pastor might serve his tenure and comfortably 
think that the church in this location will go on long after I’m gone  

iv. There was a time when the church stood as a solid beacon to the 
community: do VBS, put in a preschool and you were guaranteed people, 
but nothing lasts forever. 

d. Society has changed, we now live in a post-Christian culture – one that retains the 
shell of Christianity (Christmas/Easter) without the substance 

i. The disciples and the Jewish community in Jesus day put much of their faith 
and trust in the Temple, “Look what we’ve done this will last…” 



ii. In the same way for those who grew up in the 40s-70s church and church 
culture was central, it looked like it would last. 

iii. Even if you didn’t go society had accommodated itself to church life 
(Sundays off, holidays at Christmas and Easter…) 

2. Temples, churches and programs, things that we build and design, may all have their 
day but there is One thing that does last forever! 

a. Our Lord told Peter in Mt 16, “on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Mt 16:18) 

i. What was that rock? It wasn’t Peter, it was his confession, “You are the 
Christ the Son of the living God.” (Mt 16:16) 

ii. Cultures, programs and buildings rise and fall but the message remains the 
same – Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was crucified for your sins and raised 
so that you would have new life! 

iii. Nothing lasts forever except God’s Word, as our Lord says in Gospel today, 
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” (Lk 
21:33) 

b. As the Church’s predominance in our culture has passed, we now live in a post-
Christian culture, it’s more likely than not that the people with whom we interact 
will have little to no Christian/Bible knowledge 

i. If they do com to on Christmas or Easter it is likely as foreign to them as a 
mosque is to us at Ramadan or a Synagogue at Passover 

ii. Once while counseling I asked the person what they understood about 
Adam and Eve, they said “they were the 1st people,” so far so good. 

iii. Then I asked what about Jesus, who is He, to which they said, “Wasn’t He 
the first person who sinned?” 

iv. The level of biblical ignorance has never been higher in my lifetime, it’s 
shocking; I suspect we live in a time not that different than the 1st century 
when Christianity was unknown. 

3. And while this may be new and uncomfortable territory to us it also presents an 
opportunity; the importance of your vocation could not be overemphasized 

a. In this day and age people KNOW a sales pitch when they hear it (VBS, preschool, 
dinners…) 

i. These are products and services that we provide that are consumed but 
they are not the entree into church that they once were 

ii. However, at the intersection of the Gospel with real life faith is born, and 
the Gospel intersects with real life IN the real world through you – you are 
God’s witness wherever you happen to be – vocation! 

iii. You are Christ’s hands and feet sent into the world to serve the world in 
truth and love ready to show them what a difference Christ has made in 
who you are, what you value, how you act and speak 

iv. Ready with an invitation to “come and see what our Lord has done for you, 
too” because folks no longer know where to look 



b. You have heard me say before that we are natural-born evangelists 
i. We have no problem recommending anything: restaurants, movies, cars, 

experiences. 
ii. If you had a great experience, if you received something of value, I 

guarantee that you talk about it and no one had to coerce you, no one had 
to “train” you in what to say. 

iii. If we really believed that what we say and do here, that what we receive 
here in the forgiveness of sins and the true body of blood of Christ were 
really that great we’d be inviting people to experience the same thing. 

c. We believe (or we say we believe) that Jesus, the sinless Son of God, by Whom 
the world was created and through Whom it is sustained gave up His seat at the 
right hand of God to become one of us. 

i. He did that so that He could live a righteous life and die an innocent death 
on a Roman instrument of torture not for His sake or because of anything 
He had done, but for us, punished in our place for our sins 

ii. He died that we might live through faith Him. 
iii. We don’t have to prove we’re worthy of it…we don’t have to earn it by 

what we say or do…we just receive this free gift through faith and our sins 
are forgiven and we inherit eternal life. 

iv. We have the best news that anyone could have, it’s a message we should 
be dying to share, an invitation to come experience what you have – that is 
how the church has always grown 

d. Because it’s here that Jesus comes to meet with you every week 
i. Here His Word is read and taught – deepening and strengthening faith 

ii. Here we fellowship with our brothers and sisters – consoling, upbuilding 
iii. Here heaven touches earth as our Lord is among us with His true body and 

blood given for us  
iv. And He doesn’t do this just for you, He does it for everyone who comes to 

Him in faith so that in a world where we know that nothing lasts forever 
except God’s Word that is continually be presented anew in His church! 


