
 Proper 28 - Mark 13:1-13, Jesus our True Temple 
1. This is the next to last week of church year, the liturgical focus during this time is the 

Last Days, and we find Jesus teaching His disciples about misplaced confidence. 
a. History attests to our arrogant assumption that what we build or do will endure: 

i. God himself could not sink this ship!  Unknown Titanic crewmember to 
embarking passenger, Mrs Sylvia Caldwell. 

ii. Follow-up after the wreck - Titanic, name and thing, will stand as a 
monument and warning to human presumption. The Bishop of 
Winchester, preaching in Southampton, 1912. 

iii. Sept. 1929, "There is no cause to worry. The high tide of prosperity will 
continue." Andrew W. Mellon, Secretary of the Treasury – crash: Oct 24, 
1929. 

b. We could go on and on about our overconfidence regarding our abilities and 
achievements 

i. Man has always sought to create permanence and lasting stability 
ii. And why not? Who likes chaos?  We’re surrounded by a world out of our 

control  
iii. Only recently have technological advances allowed us to influence some 

things…particularly advances in medicine and science 
iv. Our desire for stability is not bad but rather it’s what we place our trust in 

to deliver that stability. 
2. In our Gospel lesson the apostles weren’t immune from this tendency, either. 

a. As they were coming out of Temple one remarks, “Look, Teacher, what 
wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!" (Mk 13:1) 

i. The Temple WAS magnificent!  It was the pride of Israel, it had been in 
process of expanding for over 50 years starting with Herod the Great. 

ii. Some of the stones measured nearly 40 feet long, 12 feet high and 18 feet 
wide – surely this was permanent! 

b. Not only were they looking at the human accomplishment in building, but they 
thought it could never fall because this was God’s dwelling place on earth. 

i. As God told Solomon about the Temple, “I have consecrated this house 
that you have built, by putting my name there forever. My eyes and my 
heart will be there for all time.” (2 Chron 7:16) 

ii. The temple was His footstool...surely it would stand the test of time 
iii. But that promise came with warning, “But if you turn aside from following 

me, you or your children, and do not keep my commandments…then I will 
cut off Israel from the land that I have given them, and the house that I 
have consecrated for my name I will cast out of my sight…” (I Ki 9:6-7) 

iv. Their security was supposed to be in the Lord Who was in the Temple NOT 
the building 

c. So, imagine the shock when Jesus said, “‘Do you see these great buildings? There 
will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.’” 



i. After all this was the second Temple, the first had fallen to Babylon when 
Israelites forgot who God was 

ii. The Temple wasn’t part of God’s ultimate plan, it wasn’t necessary after the 
cross. 

iii. Our Lord Himself was the temple – the incarnate Son of God, the real 
presence - He was the fulfillment of all that the Temple pointed to. 

iv. He was the final Priest offering up the once for all sacrifice of Himself as it 
says in our Epistle lesson, “And every priest stands daily at his service, 
offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  
But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of God…” (Heb 10:12) 

d. Temple was finally destroyed by Romans in 70 AD 
i. As our Lord predicted one stone wasn’t left on each other – today only the 

western wall (aka wailing wall) is left 
ii. The Temple burned, the gold plundered…man’s effort at permanence gone  

iii. Yet, if it had stayed it would have been a block to faith in Christ’s work. 
3. But our Lord’s desire wasn’t to crush His followers’ hope, it was to redirect them to the 

only true hope that exists, Himself – Jesus is our Temple! 
a. He says, “See that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name, saying, 

'I am he!' and they will lead many astray.” (Mk 13:6) 
i. Many false Christs were to come (have come) selling a false hope/false 

Gospel 
ii. The wars and rumors of wars, etc are meant to prepare us for the reality 

that nothing is permanent in this world but Christ  
iii. God Himself was to be their stability in time of trial, “And when they bring 

you to trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious beforehand what you 
are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who 
speak, but the Holy Spirit.” (Mk 13:11) 

b. We, too, have temples, things in which we place our trust, that provide seemingly 
permanent security 

i. What’s your temple: your family, your health, your 401K, your successful 
business? 

ii. We’re easily led astray into thinking that these things provide security that 
will last 

iii. But like a child building a sandcastle on the beach it’s easily washed away 
iv. What was seemingly unassailable and time-tested can be gone in an instant 

c. But just as our Lord was not trying to crush the hope of the Apostles, He’s not 
trying to dash our hope either. 

i. Rather, His words remind us that our only true security in these end times 
is in Him - Jesus is our true Temple. 

ii. Christ wants redirect the Apostles and us from any trust in man-made 
edifices and place it in Him.  



iii. Reassuring us with the promise He gave in the Sermon on the Mount, 
“Everyone who puts their trust in these words of mine is like a wise man 
who built his house on a rock…and the rains fell, and the floods came and 
the wind blew and the house stood.” 

4. The message of Last Days NOT message of Doom and Gloom for believers, but of HOPE 
and JOY 

a. When our courage fails as we behold the events swirling around us that look like 
the Last Day warnings the Jesus speaks about, we remember that IF it truly is that 
time, we’re safe – our deliverance is almost here! 

i. That’s what Christ told His apostles in the Gospel of Luke, “Now when 
these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luk 21:28) 

ii. Our REDEMPTION the fulfillment of all the good that is promised to us who 
believe. 

b. And as we await His return, He has placed us in the church and left us with His 
gifts as both reminders of His presence and vehicles of grace 

i. As circumcision was God’s mark of identity for the Jews so Paul tells us, “In 
[Christ] also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without 
hands…having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through faith...” (Col 2:11-12) 

ii. The indelible mark of God’s bond with you, sealed in His Name! 
iii. The Supper of His body and blood not only for our ongoing forgiveness and 

strengthening ALSO the forging of new body, a permanent body, “Because 
there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of 
the one bread.” 

iv. So that here in the church we are all being built up, “…like living stones…as 
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 

v. In this spiritual house we find refuge and solace; here Christ, our true 
Temple, comes to us to reassure us and bless us. 


