
Last Sunday of the Church Year – Jesus is our Golden Scepter 

1. This is the last week of the Church year – the focus of which the day when Christ returns 

in His power and glory which He laid aside when He first came. 

a. This past week as we were going through our Bible study on the Feasts of Israel, 

we were looking at the festival of Purim. 

i. The institution of Purim is recorded in the book of Esther  

ii. I found something interesting about royal power and prerogative that 

we’ve never known in America, but it has bearing on how we see God 

iii. In the account, Esther, a Jewish girl who was chosen to be queen, is tasked 

by her uncle Mordecai to foil a plot to kill all Jews in the kingdom 

iv. The plot was revealed through her actions, the people were saved, and the 

festival of Purim was born that celebrates their deliverance 

b. But when Mordecai first asks Esther to approach the king listen to her response, 

“All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that if any 

man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, 

there is but one law—to be put to death, except the one to whom the king holds 

out the golden scepter so that he may live.” (Est 4:11)  

i. To 21st century American ears this is a curious account, the queen, his wife, 

can’t just walk into his presence unannounced 

ii. How strange and unsettling when we’re used to the idea that all people are 

the same, we don’t bow to kings or queens…no one holds the power to 

summarily execute us just for entering their presence 

iii. In a society that knows royal power, the biblical images that reveal God’s 

majesty, glory and omnipotence would have made much more sense. 

iv. If you could be terminated just for entering the presence of an earthly king 

imagine what would happen if you entered God’s presence. 

2. That’s what we see throughout Scripture, it is dangerous to enter God’s presence 

a. His holiness would consume sinners like us 

i. When Moses, who was closer to God than any other person in history, was 

on the mountain with God he asked to see God’s face; God replied, “you 

cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live…I will cover you 

with my hand until I have passed by…and you shall see my back, but my 

face shall not be seen.” (Exo 33:20-23) 

ii. When Isaiah was called by God to be a prophet he was given a vision of God 

on His throne and exclaimed, “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 

unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my 

eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” (Isa 6:5) 



b. But in our culture, maybe because we don’t have royalty, we focus on Bible verses 

that emphasize Jesus’ gentleness, and willingness to be in the company of sinners 

(all true) while ignoring biblical imagery like we’ve just heard 

i. Perhaps conditioned by our cultural desire for equality it was (sinfully) 

natural that we had to democratize Jesus, make Him a regular guy. 

ii. Many of our pop-cultural images of Jesus look more like a tie-dye, sandal 

wearing hippie perennially singing the Beatle’s “Come Together” than the 

King of kings and Lord of Lords 

c. However, Scripture tells us that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

wisdom…” (Prov 1:7) 

i. I can’t tell you how many people in my 12 short years of ministry have 

asked, “It really doesn’t mean we have to fear God does it?” 

ii. What do you think? Having heard the visions from Isaiah and Exodus does it 

sound safe to come into God’s presence? 

iii. Need I remind you that when “baby” Jesus comes back (the theme of the 

Last Sunday in the church year) He’s not going to be a baby but a 

conquering King, “Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! 

The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he 

judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head 

are many diadems…He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name 

by which he is called is The Word of God...” (Rev 19:11-14) 

3. This is a scary image of God, the righteous judge BUT praise be to God that His perfect 

righteousness is matched by His perfect mercy 

a. As God tells us in the Psalms, “The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger 

and abounding in steadfast love.” (Psa 103:8) 

i. If a human ruler had to extend a scepter of grace what did God have to do? 

ii. God didn’t just wave away our sin, His righteousness wouldn’t allow that – 

sin had to be punished but God knew that none of us could bear it 

iii. So, God Himself became our champion, when we couldn’t enter His 

presence because of our sin He entered our world becoming man in Jesus 

iv. He came into our world to open His Kingdom to us 

b. Jesus became the Golden scepter of God’s mercy that allowed us to come into His 

presence. 

i. As Hebrews tells us, “But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the 

good things that have come…he entered once for all into the holy places, 

not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own 

blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.” (Heb 9:11-12) 



ii. That’s what makes this truly great news that the heavenly King who could 

have destroyed you just for being in His presence with your sin has had 

mercy on you and made a way for you to be with Him forever!  

iii. He did this so that when He returns, as He will, we who believe in Him will 

not have to fear. 

iv. When the books are opened as we saw in Daniel our names will be written 

in the book of life, all record of sin will have been washed away in the blood 

of Christ and we will enter His courts forever. 

4. In the meantime, as we await our Lord’s return we have work to do as He tells us in the 

Gospel, “It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

servants in charge, each with his work.” (Mar 13:34) 

a. What does that work look like, our reading from Jude tells us. 

i. First, we hear him say, “[Build] yourselves up in your most holy 

faith…[Pray] in the Holy Spirit…Keep yourselves in the love of God…[Wait] 

for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Jude 20-21) 

ii. How else can we be built up than by continuing to listen to the Word of 

God, receive His Sacraments in the body of Christ where we pray for and 

encourage one another. 

iii. This is an admonition to stay connected in the community of believers for 

our faith’s sake. 

b. Then he turns our attention outward describing how we are to live in relation to 

others. 

i. Consistent with our Lord’s character that He will not break a bruised reed 

nor will He extinguish a dimly burning wick, Jude exhorts us to, “Have 

mercy on those who doubt…Save others by snatching them out of the 

fire.” (Jude 22-23) 

ii. Jesus allowed himself to be rejected by the world, and we also will be 

rejected when we present the Gospel, but we are encouraged to always 

show the mercy that Jesus has shown us. 

iii. Since we have been snatched from judgment by God’s grace through the 

work of others, He now works through us to snatch more people. 

c. Our lives of faith are a response to what God has done for us in Christ. 

i. And we can’t live that life of faith apart from His continued grace as He 

promises: “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 

and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing.” (Jn 14:26). 

ii. Dearly beloved in the Lord as we await that glorious day when our Lord 

returns, cling to the Golden Scepter of God’s mercy that is Christ stay 

connected in His body, the Church, that you may be fed by His grace and 



used as His instrument to bring others to meet the King before He comes 

again! 


