
Advent 1A: The best is yet to come! 
1. It’s hard to believe we begin a new church year today with Advent. 

a. Advent prepares us to celebrate our Lord’s having already come and redeemed 
his fallen creation and to look forward to his coming again in glory. 

i. Our OT lesson from Isaiah gives us that dual perspective as it begins with, 
“It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of 
the Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains…” (Is 2:2) 

ii. A message of hope for those who believe…the Lord will prevail 
iii. It means that God has planned something better for the future not a return 

to what was but the working out of something new 
b. How often do we find ourselves looking to the future for brighter days? More 

often than not we’re used to looking in the rear-view mirror for better times 
i. People often pine away for the “good old days,” 

ii. On a personal level, we remember the time when things were better back 
when we were young (children behaved, people were more polite…) 

iii. Or nationally, we debate about returning to days of Founding Fathers when 
life in America was “better” – we’re looking back 

c. We sound like the Israelites when they first came out of Egypt led by Moses  
i. Just a few weeks out of Egypt Exodus reports, “And the whole 

congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in 
the wilderness, and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had 
died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 
meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this 
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” (Exo 16:2-3) 

ii. They had already forgotten that they were abused slaves in Egypt, their 
eyes were focused on what they had before not the Promised Land where 
God was leading them 

d. But Scripture doesn’t look back to the halcyon days of old but rather directs our 
gaze on God’s unfolding work of deliverance and what He has in store for us! 

i. Example: when God called Abraham He didn’t point him back to the Garden 
to recapture paradise but forward to the days yet to come 

ii. Gen 12 says, “Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and 
your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. And 
I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name 
great…I will bless those who bless you…and in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.” (Gen 12:1-3) 

iii. Notice all the promises lay in the future…refer to a better day that the Lord 
had prepared…the best was yet to come for Abraham! 

iv. And that’s what Isaiah is telling us today, as well. The best is yet to come! 
2. Let’s look more closely at what Isaiah has to say to us today 

a. He begins with “It shall come to pass in the latter days…” (Is 2:2) which could also 
be rendered in Hebrew the “end of days” or “last days” 



i. We’re most familiar with the “last days” referring to God’s judgment when 
Christ returns, but that perspective is too narrow. 

ii. According to Heb 1, we live in the Last Days, “Long ago, at many times and 
in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son...” (Heb 1:1-2) 

iii. The advent of Jesus (His coming into our world) inaugurated the “last days” 
or “latter days” 

iv. God’s revelation and work of redemption is complete, there is nothing to 
follow, we’re waiting for His return; what an exciting time in which to live! 

b. As Isaiah continues, he tells us what will happen in the “latter days” that, “the 
mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains…and all the nations shall flow to it.” (Is 2:2) 

i. The “mountain of the Lord” is a term used for Mt. Zion and the Temple, 
which were many things to Israel (worship, sacrifice, etc) but most 
importantly it marked the presence of God among His people 

ii. In the Last Days Isaiah foresaw a time when the mountain of the Lord (His 
presence) would be more fully established, and all nations (not just Israel) 
would stream to Him 

c. Jesus identifies Himself as the Kingdom – God’s presence among us, as He began 
His ministry with, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  

i. And as our Lord promised the Apostles before He ascended, “behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age…for where two or three are 
gathered in my Name there I am among them.” (Mt 28:20; 18:20) 

ii. God is present with His people not just in one place as He was in the 
Temple but throughout the world in the church where we gather in His 
Name! 

d. Finally, Isaiah noted that “many people” would stream to The Mountain of the 
Lord to be taught by Him  

i. Again, according to the Great Commission, the Church has been sent to all 
nations to carry the Gospel of God’s salvation 

ii. It began in Jerusalem as Isaiah prophesied in our reading this morning, “For 
out of Zion shall go the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” 
(Is 2:3) 

iii. And on that first Pentecost in Jerusalem the Holy Spirit enabled the 
Apostles to proclaim the Gospel in many foreign languages  

iv. Peter stood in the Temple and proclaimed that the prophecy of Joel had 
been fulfilled, “And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will 
pour out my Spirit on all flesh…and everyone who calls on the name of 
the LORD shall be saved.” (Joel 2:28) 

3. In short, Isaiah envisioned the Church era which is a time of now and not yet!  
a. Now we are the heirs of all the OT promises…we are the new Israel the spiritual 

Israel by faith according to Gal 3, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 



neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs 
according to promise.” (Gal 3:28-29) 

i. Our salvation was accomplished fully on the cross by our Lord; He fulfilled 
God’s Law in our place and by His innocent death he paid the penalty we 
deserved 

ii. That victory and reconciliation is what we celebrate now in church 
b. But we await its full realization in the future, the not yet. 

i. We commune bodily with our Savior now…we receive the Holy Spirit in 
baptism, now…our voices join with the saints in heaven during worship 

ii. But we look forward to a time when our Lord’s presence won’t be under 
bread and wine…when we’ll see God face to face…when our King comes 
not meek and on a donkey but in power and majesty on clouds of heaven 

iii. When the promise of Rev 21 comes to pass, “And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with 
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 
their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, 
for the former things have passed away.”  

iv. Beloved, that is the “not yet” …what we look forward to!  Truly the best IS 
yet to come! 


