
Advent 1C – Those Days 

1. During our lives some days stand out more than others. 

a. When you really stop to think about it most of your life passes by in a hazy fog of 

remembrance unless something really significant happened on that day  

i. Some of you vividly remember the day JFK was shot, or the day the space 

shuttle Challenger exploded. Most of you remember September 11, 2001.  

ii. On an individual level, you may remember a particular Christmas or 

birthday; special family vacation; Your wedding day, etc  

iii. Or a day of particular pain, tragedy, or loss that’s forever seared in your 

memory. Those are days to remember. 

b. In our Old Testament reading, Jeremiah is speaking to the people of Jerusalem 

about a time in the future that will be more memorable than any other. 

i. He writes, “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will 

fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.” 

(Jer 33:14) 

ii. Through Jeremiah the Lord was directing His peoples’ attention to the 

future hope that He had waiting for them.   

iii. But the people of Jeremiah’s time, like people in every age, were more 

interested in their own days, in the right-now needs of their own lives. 

iv. And in the face of those concerns, Israel had turned to other sources of 

help neglecting God’s Word and His prophets; turned to false gods and 

false prophets whose messages were about the here and now.  

c. That happens to us too doesn’t it – the tyranny of the urgent demands our 

attention and action right now. 

i. Whether it’s the bills to pay, the kids to take to their activities, an 

unexpected project at work… 

ii. All of these things consume our time and attention and their apparent 

relevance in the near-term drowns out all care for future speculation. 

iii. But in the end the deadline or event passes and its significance fades into 

distant memory only to be replaced by a new urgent 

iv. So that like the Israelites of old we too become enamored with preachers 

and messages for the here and now, a tidbit or a snippet that will work for 

the moment but is not of eternal consequence. 

2. It went on like that for century after century in Israel—the Israelites forsaking God to 

run after false gods and focus on their short-term needs. 

a. And century after century, God sent His prophets to warn them, to call them back 

to hope in God’s promises for “those days”—the coming days of the Messiah. 

i. Finally, in Jeremiah’s generation, God’s patience with Jerusalem ended.  



ii. As punishment for their unbelief and idolatry, God announced that he 

would bring the Babylonians against Jerusalem.  

iii. He told Jeremiah that He would destroy the city and take the people into 

exile. 

b. That was the situation in which our text was given today. 

i. Jeremiah had announced to the people that great destruction was coming, 

sent by God’s own hand: the armies of Babylon.  

ii. The peoples’ reaction was predictably like the reaction of previous 

generations to their prophets – rejection. 

iii. In fact, what we find out at the beginning of this chapter from which our 

reading comes, Jeremiah is being held in house arrest for preaching his 

message of warning, “The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah a second 

time, while he was still shut up in the court of the guard…” (Jer 33:1) 

iv. It wasn’t long before Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians, as Jeremiah had 

foretold. 

3. But even in the face of suffering and exile, “Those days, better days, days to be 

remembered” were coming as God promised.  

a. And they did, six hundred years later—at God’s own perfect time—God made a 

new branch sprout from the line of King David in the birth of Jesus Christ. 

i. Jesus came preaching the good news of God’s kingdom, healing the sick 

and driving out demons, suffering and dying for our sins on the cross, rising 

on the third day, and ascending to the Father.  

ii. Those were the most important days this world has ever seen; the 

centerpiece of human history. 

iii. Those were the days by which all time before and since have been 

measured – whether its  

iv. Jesus’ Days on Earth Are “Those Days” That Bring Meaning and Hope to All 

Other Days, Before and Since. 

b. But like the people of Jeremiah’s day, the people of Jesus’ day would reject Him 

i. In our Gospel lesson we see the crowds of Jerusalem welcome Jesus as the 

Messiah, “Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!” (Lk 19:38) 

ii. This is the beginning of what we’ve come to call Holy Week, this is Palm 

Sunday where Jesus was welcomed as king only to be crucified as a criminal 

on Good Friday 

iii. But that very event, the crucifixion, is what “Those days”—Jesus’ days—

pointed to, they are God’s source of true help and comfort for his people—

also for us, living in 2021.  



iv. He restored the relationship between God and his people. He won eternal 

victory for God’s people over all their enemies—eternal security for them, 

eternal joy, an eternal kingdom. 

4. That’s why the Church observes a church year, called the liturgical year, that rehearses 

the life of Christ, over and over again.  

a. From Advent and Christmas and Epiphany, to Lent and Easter, and Ascension and 

Pentecost, our Scripture readings and hymns direct our attention to the saving life 

and work of Jesus Christ.  

i. The church year directs our attention to “those days,” which God tells us 

are the most important days for us.  

ii. Because of Jesus’ death two thousand years ago, all of your sin and guilt is 

removed today.  

iii. And so, as we begin another church year today on this First Sunday in 

Advent, we fix our eyes, we set our hearts, on “those days.” 

b. To this point, we’ve been looking backward, to the days of Jesus, but there is 

another great day; Jesus calls it “that day.”  

i. That day is yet to come, our Lord Jesus has promised us, when the heavens 

will be shaken and we will see Him coming on the clouds with power and 

great glory.  

ii. So, during Advent we fix our eyes not only on those days two thousand 

years ago, when our Lord Jesus first came, but we also watch for that day 

that is to come, just as our Lord encourages us.  

c. In the flood of your everyday worries and concerns, dearly beloved, set your 

hearts on that day.  

i. Look forward to that day because when it happens Scripture tells us, 

“Straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 

near” (Lk 21:28)! 

ii. Because of his saving work for us at his first coming, when Jesus comes a 

second time, he will raise up all the dead, and he will give eternal life and a 

place in his eternal kingdom to all who trust in him.  

iii. On that day, all our troubles will be at an end. And God and his Messiah, 

Jesus, will reign forever and ever. At last, they will establish justice and 

righteousness in the earth.  

iv. Our Lord Jesus, our King, will establish justice and righteousness in us and 

among us. That day is coming soon, Jesus promises us. Stir up your power, 

O Lord, and come. Amen. 

 


