
All Saints, 2022 – He will wipe away every tear from our eyes 

1. Today we celebrate All Saints’ Day   
a. Remember our departed brothers and sisters in the faith, recognizing that they 

are with our Lord, partaking in glorious inheritance one day will be ours 
i. The Feast of All Saints dates to the 4th cent but wasn’t fixed to Nov 1st until 

the 9th. 
ii. Originally commemorated martyrs (those who had died for the faith) but 

eventually it commemorated all those who died in the faith. 
b. As I was preparing for the sermon this week I was struck by the image that we see 

in Rev 7 of the great white host surrounding the throne of God 
i. This is the image that inspired our well-known hymn, “Behold a Host 

Arrayed in White.” 
ii. But in particular I was struck by what we hear at the close of the passage, 

“For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd…and God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Rev 7:17) – more on that in a 
moment. 

c. Traditionally we think of saints as those who had to live a truly righteous life, 
straining hard to maintain the straight and narrow and now are rewarded for 
their good deeds (maybe fulfilling the list of Beatitudes we heard in the Gospel) 

i. But that is the wrong interpretation of what we see here 
ii. For as great as many of the saints (past and present, even many of our 

loved ones) were in word and deed it is NOT their good life that got them 
there, the robes of righteousness that they wear is not their own it is 
another’s 

iii. Listen to what John heard in heaven, “Then one of the elders addressed 
me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have 
they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are 
the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” (Rev 7:13-14) – the 
righteous deeds of the saints aren’t their own they are Christ’s 

iv. As Paul also reminds us in Gal 3, “For as many as were baptized into Christ 
put on [or, clothed yourselves with] Christ.” (Gal 3:27) 

2. The vision that we see in Revelation is what we were originally created to enjoy, to be in 
God’s presence all the time 

a. We were created for relationship: first with God and then with one another, but 
sin destroyed that relationship 

i. In our mid-week Bible study we’ve been covering many of the hot-button 
issues that divide our nation in the present day  

ii. The series came from Ken Ham and his ministry Answers in Genesis 
iii. As you might expect, given his ministry’s name (AiG) he would trace the 

root of the problem and its solutions back to Genesis. 



iv. When Adam and Eve took the fruit they destroyed what God had intended, 
a face to face relationship with Him, akin to a parent and child 

b. This week we spoke about how we approach the problem of suffering and death.  
i. God didn’t create us to age, get sick or die…He didn’t create a world in 

which natural disaster was at all natural! 
ii. Adam and Eve’s sin affected not only their relationship with God and each 

other but had cosmic ramifications, it plunged the entire creation into 
anarchy. 

iii. In short, as Paul also says, “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23) 
c. But God loved what He created too much to let our sin destroy His work 

i. You have heard me say too many times to count that Genesis 3:15 provides 
the interpretive key to unfolding Scripture. 

ii. Like any good human narrative, the Bible begins by setting up the problem 
in the opening chapters (sin), then provides the means of solving the 
problem (Christ) and ends with the resolution (Revelation and heaven) 

iii. So right in the beginning God’s promised to fix what Adam and Eve had just 
destroyed, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise his heel.” (Gen 3:15) 

iv. Christ came as the Son of God and Son of Man, to live a life free from sin, in 
fulfillment of the Law (the only true Saint in history) and die on the cross 
that our sins would be forgiven…would be covered by His blood through 
faith reuniting heaven and earth and we would live with Him forever! 

d. And what we celebrate on All Saints’ Day is the fulfillment…the consummation of 
what God promised Adam and Eve in the Garden 

i. And for those who have been to one of my funeral services you might 
notice that this all sounds kind of familiar, that’s because it is 

ii. While I don’t have a “canned” funeral sermon, I write a new one for every 
one I’ve ever done, the same themes of sin, death, salvation and life 
permeate the sermon because it’s the only way we can make sense of 
death or draw any hope when facing death! 

iii. All Saints’ Day is like a collective funeral sermon for those we love who 
have died in the faith – we rejoice in what they now enjoy and look forward 
to our own reunion with them in that host around the throne! 

iv. The world knows nothing of hope at those moments, the world sees death 
as a regrettable, tragic end rather than the beginning of life eternal. 

3. But when we who believe die in this life then true life begins and the relationships that 
we were meant to have are restored! 

a. That’s what struck me in our reading from Revelation this week, the relationship 
that God promises we will have with Him. 

i. We are given images like the one here in Revelation for our comfort, for 
our hope, so that we would not wonder or worry like those without hope. 



ii. Most of us have suffered enough loss and pain in our lives (some much 
more than others) to realize that this world is in the words of Psalm 23, 
“the valley of the shadow of death.” 

iii. But as I said earlier that wasn’t what God created, that wasn’t His intent, it 
was our sin and rebellion that brought with it suffering and death. 

iv. But God promised to restore what we had broken and His relationship with 
us 

b. That relationship is not distant and indifferent but loving and warm as we see not 
only in this passage but we are offered glimpses of it throughout Scripture 

i. Today we heard John say, “God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.” (Rev 7:17) 

ii. And he’ll come back to this same image at the end of Rev when he says, 
“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling 
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 
have passed away.” (Rev 21:3-4) 

iii. The relationship is that of a loving Father consoling His child and we see 
that even in the OT from Isaiah, “And he will swallow up on this mountain 
the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all 
nations. He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe 
away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take 
away...” (Isa 25:7-8) 

iv. That is what we celebrate on All Saints’ Day…the beatific vision that our 
loved ones now enjoy and that we will share one day where our loving 
heavenly Father will wipe away all of our tears! 


