
Advent Midweek 1, An Old Testament Christmas 

1. You’ve probably never given any thought to looking for similarities between our OT 

reading from Exodus and the Christmas account from Luke 2 but let’s look more closely.  

a. Moses is a shepherd abiding in the field, keeping watch over the flock of his 

father-in-law, Jethro.  

i. And (to use the language from Luke) behold, the Angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush, just as the 

angels appeared to the shepherds and the glory of the Lord shone about 

them. 

ii. Moses was afraid at the appearance after He heard, “I am the God of your 

fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob. And Moses hid his 

face, for he was afraid…,” just as the shepherds were “sore afraid” that 

first Christmas night. (Ex 3:6, Lk 2:9) 

iii. But like the angels who appeared to the shepherds outside of Bethlehem 

the Angel of the Lord brought a message of peace, “I have surely seen the 

affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because 

of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to 

deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of 

that land to a good and broad land...” (Exo 3:7-8) 

iv. While it’s not a one-to-one comparison I hope you can see some 

similarities.  

b. What is the same between the Christmas account and Moses in the burning bush 

is that God comes down to be with His creation because this Angel of the Lord is 

no ordinary angel.  

i. When we use the word angel, we’re usually thinking of those heavenly 

beings spoken of in Scripture, who serve God and do His will.  

ii. But the word angel means “messenger” or “one who speaks the words of 

God.” 

c. I think it’s very probable that here the term angel is used to refer to the Son of 

God Himself, the one who is the ultimate messenger of the Father.  

i. How do we know that? Look at what we see in the passage. 

ii. When this “angel” introduces Himself, He says, “I am the God of your 

father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” (Ex 

3:6)  

iii. And Moses knows he’s in the presence of the divine as we hear, “And 

Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.” (Ex 3:6) 

iv. This is the Angel of the Lord, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity.  

d. There are several other places in the OT where THE Angel of the Lord appears and 

is either referred to as God or displays divine attributes. 



i. These are manifestations of Jesus before He was conceived and born into 

this world, sent by the Father to reveal His Word. 

ii. That’s what John tells us about Jesus in the opening verses of his Gospel 

when he says, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (Jn 1:14)  

iii. As the uncreated, eternal, divine Angel of the Lord, Jesus is both the 

messenger and the message. 

2. So, what we have in this account is the preincarnate Jesus speaking to Moses.  

a. In the burning bush Jesus takes on a physical, earthly form (as He would later do 

more fully through His human birth) appearing as a flame of fire within the 

branches of a bush.  

i. But He didn’t dwell with Moses in the bush, it was a temporary 

manifestation that allowed Him to approach His creation without 

endangering them. 

ii. But in the incarnation, the Creator entered into creation in a such a way 

that sinful people could physically interact with Him without fear of being 

destroyed. 

iii. Our God is a God Who reaches down to us we don’t have to reach up to 

Him – He is not a God who is far away but very near to us. 

b. Furthermore, not only does this event in Exodus reveal that God descends to be 

with His people it also tells us why God comes among us. 

i. The Lord announces to Moses from the bush that He had come to save His 

people, to rescue them from their enemies, the Egyptians, “I have surely 

seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry 

because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come 

down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them 

up out of that land to a good and broad land.” (Exo 3:7-8) 

ii. In the same way, Christ came down at Christmas to rescue all of mankind.  

iii. Joseph and Mary were told, “You shall call His name Jesus, for He will save 

His people from their sins.” (Mt 1:21) 

c. Our Lord descends to deliver us from our enemies who had enslaved us.  

i. He came to release us from the power of our taskmaster, the devil, and to 

free us from the oppressive bondage of sin and death.  

ii. In His incarnation (birth), Christ became the new Moses, who leads us out 

of the kingdom of darkness and into the light of the Promised Land of the 

new creation.  

3. This account like the Christmas account reveals the very heart of God – God is a God of 

deliverance, Who desires to save His people. 



a. That is primarily how God makes Himself known, this is the context in which He 

chose to reveal His Name, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I am’ (Yahweh, God’s 

Name) has sent me to you.” (Ex 3:14) 

i. Our Savior is the great I AM, the one who is, and who was, and who is to 

come.  

ii. Jesus used God’s Name in reference to Himself throughout the Gospel of 

John, “I am the Good Shepherd.” “I am the light of the world.” “I am the 

vine; you are the branches.”  

iii. He who revealed Himself to Moses in the branches of a bush has taken on 

our flesh and blood in order that we might become His branches, that you 

might be joined to Him and draw life from Him.  

iv. Apart from Jesus, the branches wither and die and are burned in judgment, 

but abiding in Jesus, the branches thrive and share in His divine life.  

b. Jesus Christ is indeed a holy vine that took root in Bethlehem and that has now 

spread throughout the earth. 

i. Truly then, the burning bush is a great foreshadowing of our Lord’s coming 

at Christmas, a living prophecy of His incarnation – an Old Testament 

Christmas if you will! 

ii. As you prepare to celebrate the nativity of our Lord, God grant that He who 

is that flame of fire may light your hearts with penitent faith and holy love. 


