
JESUS, THE LIFE OF JESSE’S TREE 

1. A Seed was promised at the beginning of the Bible, and that was the beginning of the 

story of our salvation.  

a. God preserved that Seed when He protected the life of Isaac, the son of Abraham 

and his descendants. 

i. Through the centuries, God protected the Israelites through Egypt and the 

period of the Judges.  

ii. Then from Jesse, He gave the promise of the Seed to David, the son of Jesse 

and the great king of Israel.  

iii. And so it continued for generation after generation. 

b. And then, according to Galatians, “when the fullness of time had come, God sent 

forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law” (Gal 4:4) 

i. The Virgin Mary, a daughter of Adam and Eve, of Abraham, of Isaac, of 

Jesse, and of David brought forth a Son, the One promised long ago. 

ii. Not as a mighty king like David. Not in the palaces of the powerful.  

iii. But from the backwater village of Nazareth, unknown, unacclaimed, 

unheralded. 

c. I mentioned at beginning of the series that the Jesse Tree began during the 

Middle Ages as a pictorial representation of Jesus’ lineage. 

i. Based on the words of Isaiah, “There shall come forth a shoot from the 

stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit…In that day 

the root of Jesse…shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the 

nations inquire...”(Isa 11:1, 10-11) 

ii. It is the iconographic progenitor of the family trees with which we are 

familiar. 

iii. Our Advent midweek services and, even more, our Advent devotional 

follow the genealogical tracings of Jesus through the Old Testament, the 

narrative of our salvation. 

iv. The Jesse Tree is also an Advent tradition much like an Advent Calendar and 

for each day leading up to Christmas a different decoration is used 

recounting events in the history of salvation. 

d. On the Jesse Tree is a scallop shell, an ancient symbol of Holy Baptism.  

i. It reminds us not only of our Baptism but also of the One whose Baptism 

sanctifies our own, a life-giving flood that washes away sin. 

ii.  John was the final prophet who proclaimed the kingdom of God was 

coming into the world,   

iii. And when Jesus appeared at the Jordan River to be baptized, the Spirit 

descended as a dove upon Him and the Father’s voice proclaimed, “This is 

my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased.” (Mt 3:17)  



2. Here at last was the true Seed promised from the beginning; the Seed, the Root, the Life 

of Jesse’s tree but it was hidden from sight! 

a. They couldn’t see who this man really was when He came to the Jordan to be 

baptized, by all outward appearances He was like any other man. 

i. He was probably less esteemed than most simply because He was from the 

little village of Nazareth.  

ii. When Jesus called Philip to follow Him, Philip went to tell Nathanael, 

Nathanael’s response sums up what people thought of Jesus’ home town, 

“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). 

iii. Yet here He was—the Seed and Root of Jesse’s tree, the life of Jesse’s tree – 

the long-awaited Promised One. 

b. In John the Baptist the Lord raised up the last prophet to prepare the way of 

Christ.  

i. He preached a message of repentance and baptized all who came. 

ii. But when Jesus came to be baptized, John protested that he was the one 

who should be baptized by Jesus. (Matthew 3:13-15).  

iii. When He was baptized the truth was revealed about who Jesus really was 

despite all appearances.  

iv. Matthew tells us, “when Jesus was baptized, immediately He went up 

from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He 

saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on Him; 

and behold, a voice from heaven said, ‘This is My beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:16–17). 

c. And this Promised Seed of the woman came to restore life to the whole world, 

not only those of the Tree of Jesse. 

i. But the cost to restore that life was high, too high for any mere man born 

of a natural mother and father to pay. 

ii. No, to save His creation God Himself had to do what they could not, live in 

perfect obedience to His own Law and die in their place that they might be 

forgiven and restored. 

iii. And the only way for that to happen was that God became man through 

the Virgin Mary in the person of Jesus, as Paul tells us, “being found in 

human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 

death, even death on a cross.” (Php 2:8) 

iv. The death He died He died for all, “so that those who live might no longer 

live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.” 

(2Co 5:15) 

3. From His death comes life, the reversal of the pattern with which we are familiar in this 

world. 



a. The horror and darkness of human sin came with the fall 

i. But a promise was made by God—a promise of life in the midst of death.  

ii. As generations passed, the promise was never revoked: the promised Seed 

was carried by the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob through Jesse and 

David to Mary, their descendant.  

iii. And in Jesus, Son of Mary and Son of God, the Redeemer came into the 

midst of death - the true life to restore life to His creation. 

b. At the Jordan River Christ identified with all sinners. 

i. Though He had never sinned He submitted to a sinner’s baptism in order to 

fulfill all righteousness identifying with those He came to save. 

ii. As the Word of God tells us, “God made Him to be sin who knew no sin so 

that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Cor 5:21) 

iii. And through His baptism He made the water of baptism an instrument 

delivering us from death to life by His death and resurrection: “We were 

buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 

walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4) 

4. But just as the glory and life of Jesus were cloaked in human flesh, so the glory and life 

of Baptism are cloaked in water. 

a. Here is life—true life—arising from water sanctified by the life of Jesse’s tree, the 

life of the world! 

i. This is the life that comes from the Creator. 

ii. It is the life that nourishes the children of God as His Word is proclaimed.  

iii. It is the life that comes to every altar as the Church gathers to celebrate the 

Eucharistic feast with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven.  

b. It is a life that has already defeated our great and final enemy, death.  

i. Jesus was baptized in the Jordan to make our Baptism not only a union with 

Him in His death but also His resurrection. “For if we have been united 

with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a 

resurrection like His.” (Romans 6:5)  

ii. Jesus is the life of not only of Jesse’s tree but of you and me and of all who 

believe in Him!  


