
December 18, 2022 
 

T AS WE GATHER T 

 

God’s Word Is Fulfilled for Us in the Flesh and Blood of Christ Jesus, the Son of Mary 
The Fourth Sunday in Advent turns our attention toward the Nativity of Our Lord. With the 
blessed Virgin Mary, we await the coming of the Christ, her Son, conceived in her womb by the 
Word and Spirit of God. This fulfillment of the sign once given to the house of David, that “the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son” (Is. 7:14), is now given to us in the Gospel. It declares that 
salvation is by His grace alone, entirely His work and a free gift. It also is the way and means by 
which the Lord our God is Immanuel, “God with us.” The almighty and eternal Son of God is 
conceived and born of Mary, and is thus “descended from David according to the flesh” (Rom. 
1:3–4). He comes in this way to save us with His own flesh and blood; wherefore, He is called 
“Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). As Joseph received this sign in 
faith and immediately “did as the angel of the Lord commanded him” (Matt. 1:24), we also live 
by faith in this Holy Gospel. 
 
OPENING HYMN: #343 – Prepare the Royal Highway 
 
INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 3:4, 8 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rePAECLHkCM&t=5s&ab_channel=St.PaulLutheranChurchAustin


C Amen. 
 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
 
INTROIT Psalm 130:5-8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1 
  (spoken responsively as marked) 
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence. 
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
 and in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, 
 more than watchmen for the morning. 
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
 and with him is plentiful redemption. 
And he will redeem Israel 
 from all his iniquities. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence. 
 
KYRIE  LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

 

SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

  



P Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh 
us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 7:10-17  
 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 
test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you 
weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey 
when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be 
deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s house 
such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of 
Assyria.” 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. (spoken together) 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
 
EPISTLE Romans 1:1-7 
 1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be the Son 
of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6including you who are called 
to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



ALLELUIA and VERSE   Matthew 1:23a  (spoken together) 

Alleluia. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel. Alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25   
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
 C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 
to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he 
called his name Jesus. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: #357 – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs. 1-4) 
 
SERMON 
 
APOSTLES' CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKu0or0t8Uw&ab_channel=ChetValleyChurches


     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition: P   … Lord, in Your mercy: 
   C    hear our prayer. 

At conclusion:  P   … one God … now and forever. 
  C    Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come among us with Your abiding presence. By the power 
of Your Spirit, direct our lives to expressions of repentant joy. Bless our devotion and our 
prayers, and lead us in ways of faithfulness as we await Your final coming in glory; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: #357 – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs. 5-7) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKu0or0t8Uw&ab_channel=ChetValleyChurches

