
Christmas 1A – Christ came that we may have peace 

1. Our Gospel lesson for this first Sunday of Christmas details some things about Jesus’ 

natal life that might be a little foreign to us. They’re going to take some explaining but 

hang in there. 

a. Luke writes, And when the time came for their purification according to the Law 

of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 

written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be 

called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the 

Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. 

i. These are the requirements of the Law that Jesus’ parents are fulfilling. 

ii. According to Leviticus the Lord said to Moses, Speak to the people of 

Israel, saying, If a woman conceives and bears a male child, then she shall 

be unclean seven days. As at the time of her menstruation, she shall be 

unclean. And on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be 

circumcised. Then she shall continue for thirty-three days in the blood of 

her purifying. She shall not touch anything holy, nor come into the 

sanctuary, until the days of her purifying are completed. (Lev 12:2-4) 

iii. Did you get that? After giving birth to a male child a woman would be 

unclean for 33 days, if she bore a girl it was 66 days 

iv. And in order to get clean the Lord said, And when the days of her purifying 

are completed, whether for a son or for a daughter, she shall bring to the 

priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting a lamb a year old for a burnt 

offering, and a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering, and he shall offer 

it before the LORD and make atonement for her. Then she shall be clean 

from the flow of her blood…if she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall 

take two turtledoves or two pigeons, one for a burnt offering and the 

other for a sin offering. (Lev 12:6-8) 

b. Most commonly when this Gospel is read we focus on the fact that Jesus was 

raised according to the Law of God. 

i. But look below the surface, what kind of life was this? What does 

righteousness require?! 

ii. You’ve just had a baby, the most joyous event in a parent’s life. 

iii. But rather than celebrate you are reminded of sin and uncleanness, and 

something has to die at the end of 33 or 66 days to take away your 

uncleanness! 

2. This wasn’t the only such Law, the notion of uncleanness pervades the Law – it’s not just 

about thoughts or actions, our very existence is unclean. 

a. We all know of the dietary codes that forbid eating certain foods, like pork, 

because through them you would be unclean. 



i. There were codes that regulated disorders of the skin including boils and 

rashes, a woman’s monthly menstrual cycle, clothing, basically everything 

ii. Without any intentionality on your part, you could become unclean just in 

the course of daily life – unable to come before God! 

iii. A person became “clean” through prescribed rituals sometimes including 

the sacrifice of animals – something had to die to cover your uncleanness. 

b. Now imagine what it would be like to live in that world, constantly worried that at 

any moment something could make you unclean, unholy - how exhausting! 

i. Sin and uncleanness aren’t a matter of “I did this” and “I didn’t do that” it is 

a taint that colors everything in our existence, a taint we can’t rub off. 

ii. The Law wasn’t written as an instruction book on how to get right with the 

Lord, it was written to point out that there’s no way we’re going to be right 

before the Lord. 

iii. Paul says, For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his 

sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. (Rom 3:20) 

iv. Our life of discipleship isn’t a life of progressive holiness, it’s the recognition 

that no matter how far you’ve gotten in your faith walk you’re no closer to 

true holiness. 

c. If this feels uncomfortable and alarming, then you’ve discovered the true work of 

the Law – preparation 

i. When you realize that there’s no way on God’s green earth that you are 

going to look presentable or commendable to God because you are truly 

unclean then you are ready to accept God’s solution. 

ii. Again listen to Paul, “But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, 

so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who 

believe. Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, 

imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the law 

was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by 

faith.” (Gal 3:22-24) 

3. Christ came that we might have peace! The peace that comes through sin forgiven. 

a. That’s what Simeon recognized in our Gospel.  

i. Luke tells us when he writes about Simeon, Now there was a man in 

Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 

devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel. (Luk 2:25) – that is the Savior! 

ii. He was described as righteous and devout – not that he didn’t sin, but he 

did his best to follow the Law, but he was wearied through all the effort 

iii. Luke reports, it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. (Luk 2:26) 



iv. As he lifts the baby Jesus, we hear him say, “Lord, now you are letting your 

servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen 

your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 

(Luk 2:29-32) 

b. “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,” because for the 

religiously observant there had been no true peace. 

i. As we saw, everything was a reminder of sin and separation from God, even 

including the process of childbirth! 

ii. But now the long promised One had come to put an end to all of that; to 

bring lasting peace, to put an end to the endless cycle of ritual purification 

and the spilling of blood 

iii. That is what Simeon and Anna and all the observant Jews throughout 

history had waited for, the new covenant of faith. 

iv. The prophet Jeremiah puts it this way, “Behold, the days are coming, 

declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah…I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts…I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 

their sin no more.” (Jer 31:31-34) 

c. Christ came that we may have true and everlasting peace, knowing that He has 

made peace between heaven and earth through His sacrifice 

i. As Paul says in Col, “[God] reconciled to himself all things, whether on 

earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.” (Col 1:20) 

ii. So that our righteousness is not something we earn (because we can’t) but 

is something won for us by Christ. 

iii. Through faith we have the certainty that we have been forgiven and will 

enjoy eternity in the presence of God with all believers! 

d. That’s why Simeon’s words have been incorporated in the worship services of the 

church since before the 5th century 

i. In DS III how fitting that we sing them after communion, “Lord now lettest 

Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy Word, for mine eyes 

have seen Thy salvation which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 

people…” 

ii. Christ has come and has given His life for us and for our salvation that we 

may have peace both now and forever! 


