
Epiphany 6C – Blessed in the Lord, cursed on our own 

1. The text for today comes from our Old Testament reading in the seventeenth chapter of 

Jeremiah where we hear our Lord talk about blessings and curses. 

a. There is a connection between our Old Testament reading from Jeremiah, the 

Psalm, and the Gospel from Luke. 

i. We often see a connection between the OT and Gospel but this week the 

Psalm also presents the same theme. 

ii. That we are blessed in the Lord and cursed on our own! 

b. In both Jeremiah 17 and Psalm 1 we hear the comparison between those who 

trust in the Lord and those who do not 

i. Both present the image of a tree planted by water that stays green 

regardless of climatic changes like drought, that tree represents those who 

trust in God and walk in his way. 

ii. Then we hear Jesus in Luke 6 teaching his disciples with words similar to 

the Beatitudes of the Sermon on the Mount in Mt 5:1–12, but Luke sets the 

event on a plain (a “level place,” Lk 6:17).  

iii. Unlike Matthew 5 where He speaks only of the blessings, here He contrasts 

the blessed with the cursed (woe unto you) 

iv. The texts contrast between those who trust in God and those who trust in 

humanity (“flesh”) - cursed is the man who trusts in himself, while blessed 

is the man who trusts in the Lord. 

2. We live in difficult times: economic uncertainty, political unrest, financial hardships, 

anxiety about health and safety can all magnify any personal turmoil we might be facing. 

a. The question is, when you are faced with these challenges, where do you go or 

what do you do to get through them? Whom can you trust to help you get 

through these difficult times? 

i. There are only two ways: either we trust in our own abilities and wisdom, 

or we trust the Lord. The difference is either blessing or curse. 

ii. Scripture tells us plainly that we are blessed in the Lord, when we remain in 

His Word and His ways and we are cursed on our own when we rely on 

human strength and wisdom. 

b. What criteria does the world use to evaluate blessedness? 

i. Like so much else the focus is on the externals of life 

ii. Are there many positives present in your life: Do you have good health, a 

good family, good friends, a lot of money or at least a stable job, etc 

iii. Blessedness is also defined by the absence of what the world thinks of as 

negatives: suffering, illness, contention, loneliness, poverty, etc  

iv. That all makes perfect sense and it’s not necessarily bad – who wants to 

suffer, be in want or distress, and ill-health? 



3. But biblically our blessedness isn’t tied to the externals of life but in Whom we trust. 

a. To the world those things just mentioned are the end goal – if I have all of these 

things I will be blessed and if they are taken away it could be said that I am 

“cursed” – end of story, black and white 

i. But the externals in which the world trusts for blessing are fleeting at best 

and when they are taken away the hope of those who place their trust in 

them is dashed 

ii. Whereas the child of God is blessed not by the externals of life which are 

fickle, but on the source of all things God as we hear from both Jer and 

Psalms 

iii. Listen to our OT lesson from Jer 17, “Blessed is the man who trusts in the 

LORD, whose trust is the LORD. He is like a tree planted by water, that 

sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for 

its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it 

does not cease to bear fruit.” (Jer 17:7-8) 

iv. Or Ps. 1 blessed is the man whose, “delight is in the law of the LORD, and 

on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams 

of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In 

all that he does, he prospers.” (Psa 1:2-3) 

b. Our Lord goes even further in our Gospel lesson listen to the contrast He draws 

between those who are blessed and cursed. 

i. “Blessed are you who are poor…Blessed are you who are hungry…Blessed 

are you who weep now…Blessed are you when people hate you and when 

they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account 

of the Son of Man!” (LK 6:20-22) - that’s the opposite of everything we 

think of as blessed! 

ii. It would seem fair and more appropriate that those who believe in the Lord 

(all powerful and all-good as He is) would be spared from hard times and 

would live a happy, peaceful and prosperous life 

iii. Yet, according to Jesus’ words listen to those who are cursed: “But woe to 

you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. Woe to you 

who are full now, for you shall be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for 

you shall mourn and weep. Woe to you, when all people speak well of 

you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets.” (Luk 6:24-26) 

iv. These are the ones who trust in the things of this life and worldly wisdom 

for their blessing – if this is all you trust in for your blessedness then you 

have received it in this life but without regard or hope for life hereafter 

4. This is a first commandment issue, “You shall have no other gods,” (Ex 20:3) 



a. According to Luther in the Large Catechism to have a god, “means that from 

which we are to expect all good and to which we are to take refuge in all 

distress.” 

i. That is exactly what our readings are talking about, the tree planted by 

streams of water are those whose hope is found in the Lord alone and trust 

in Him regardless of the external circumstance of life. 

ii. They know from Whom to expect all good, and on Whom to rely for 

strength – it is the life of faith 

iii. As Jesus says at the end of the Sermon on the Mount, “Everyone then who 

hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who 

built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 

winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 

founded on the rock.” (Mt 7:24-25) 

iv. Whereas those who trust in their own strength and wisdom, “And 

everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be 

like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and 

the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 

fell, and great was the fall of it.” (Mat 7:26-27) 

b. Dearly beloved, we can talk about blessedness all we want but all of us have 

experienced pain, loss, and suffering it’s part of life in this fallen world. 

i. But you don’t have to be undone by the troubles and sufferings of this 

world. 

ii. The Lord promises that even when the going gets tough the tough don’t 

rely on themselves but trust in the Lord and when they do He has abundant 

strength for them. 

iii. As Paul tells us in Php, “I have learned in whatever situation I am to be 

content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In 

any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and 

hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who 

strengthens me.” (Php 4:11-13) 

iv. That is the promise of the Lord to you this day, place your hope and your 

trust in Him alone for we are blessed through the Lord and cursed on our 

own. 


