
Epiphany 7C – Be merciful even as your Father is merciful 

1. In our Gospel text from Luke our Lord once again calls our attention to the high standard 

of accountability to which His disciples are called 

a. Our society in general has a low opinion of people who expect to receive favor 

but are unwilling to give in return – it’s the law of reciprocity – we do good for 

those who are good to us and not for the people who mistreat us.  

i. But in the Gospel our Lord admonishes us, “And as you wish that others 

would do to you, do so to them.” (Luk 6:31) – it’s easy to desire but hard to 

live out. 

ii. And we as Christians often don’t recognize how much we fail to live up to 

that standard in our relationship with God and with others. 

iii. We are quite happy to ask God for forgiveness and help (and expect that He 

will deliver), even after repeated offenses, yet we are unwilling to extend 

that same help and forgiveness to those in the world and in the church who 

have hurt us. 

iv. This whole section of Luke’s Gospel is about living consistently, recognizing 

that our Lord calls us to be merciful as He is merciful to us. 

b. This is the hardest part of the Christian life – it does not come naturally, and it is 

not easy to love and forgive those who have hurt and wronged us. 

i. But it is the very essence of who God is and why He gave His only begotten 

Son to die on the cross for us. 

ii. And for those who claim to be His children, who claim to be Christians 

(followers of Christ) mercy should mark our lives. 

iii. It is one of the most frequent teachings of Jesus, not only that He has come 

to that we might be forgiven but that our response is to live a life of 

forgiveness to others 

c. But our human heart cries out, “There’s horrific abuse and mistreatment in the 

world, surely He couldn’t mean people like that! There must be justice.”  

i. But He does mean people like that He makes no exceptions as we see from 

His words in our Gospel, “But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do 

good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those 

who abuse you.” (Lk 6:27-28) 

ii. Our Lord doesn’t call us to do anything that He Himself hasn’t done, this is 

exactly what He did as He hung on the cross, He prayed for His killers, 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Lk 23:34) 

iii. The problem for most of us is that we have a hard time forgiving people for 

even minor offenses let alone abuse, rape, and murder. 

iv. How many of us haven’t spoke to family or have lost friends over mere 

words or perceived intentions, can’t bear to be in the same room with the 



person let alone speak with them nursing a grudge whose origin you may 

have even forgotten? 

2. Like so much else in the Christian life we must first be shown what mercy and love look 

like to be able to do it ourselves 

a. That’s why Scripture is full not only of admonitions to forgive but examples of it as 

well like our OT lesson from Genesis and the life of Joseph 

i. Our lesson comes from the climax of the story so a little background would 

do us some good for context. 

ii. In our account Joseph is the vizier of Egypt, second in command, but he 

wasn’t always, and it was a long and painful journey to get there. 

b. Joseph was the favorite son of his father Jacob who doted on him and gave him 

the famous coat of many colors, which made his other 10 brothers jealous 

i. From what is recorded in Genesis early in his life, Joseph didn’t help himself 

as he paraded around his brothers hinting at his favored status 

ii. His brothers fed up with his antics sold him into slavery on a caravan bound 

for Egypt and lied to their father that a wild animal had killed him 

iii. In Egypt Joseph found himself falsely accused of assaulting the wife of his 

first master, thrown into jail where he languished for years, only to be 

raised to his current position when he interpreted the disturbing dreams of 

Pharaoh 

c. As our text begins a severe famine is in the lands of both Egypt and Israel  

i. Joseph’s brothers have travelled down to Egypt from Israel to procure food 

because Joseph had foreseen the famine and prepared the country, he is in 

a position to exact revenge for his brother’s treatment 

ii. But as his brothers stand before him, not recognizing him in his Egyptian 

splendor Joseph reveals himself saying, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom 

you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry with 

yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to 

preserve life.” (Gen 45:4-5) 

iii. Long years in indentured servanthood and languishing in prison for a crime 

he didn’t commit had prepared Joseph for this moment, he could see that 

God had been merciful to him even in his brothers’ cruelty 

iv. And now he shows them the kindness and mercy God had shown him 

through his many trials, “And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon 

them. After that his brothers talked with him.” (Gen 45:15) 

d. This is a picture of Christ and our forgiveness, that even after our sins sold Him 

into death, He faced it willingly, pleading for us while He was dying 

i. Could you do that? I don’t know everything that all of you have faced in 

your lives – I am sure there is abuse, betrayal, etc for some of you 



ii. For many others I know there have been microaggressions, slights, bad 

behavior, and other assaults that are still painful and hard to forgive 

iii. It is not natural to forgive; it’s natural to want our pound of flesh for what 

we’ve experienced 

iv. That’s how the law of reciprocity works, it’s how the world has always 

operated  

3. But it is NOT how God operates when He deals with us, and He transforms us to be like 

Him 

a. As our Lord says in our text, “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that 

to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those 

who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 

And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to 

you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount.” (Luk 6:32-34) 

i. Our Lord is saying if you live by the law of reciprocity, you’re no different 

than the rest of the world. 

ii. But as Christians we are called to live by God’s standards, “But love your 

enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your 

reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind 

to the ungrateful and the evil. Be merciful, even as your Father is 

merciful.” (Luk 6:35-36) 

iii. By faith we recognize that above all we are the ungrateful and evil who 

have received God’s mercy and forgiveness through Christ. 

iv. That as Paul says in Romans, “but God shows his love for us in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom 5:8) 

b. That realization is transformative, through the Holy Spirit we are empowered to 

do what doesn’t come naturally, to love and forgive as we have been loved and 

forgiven 

i. When we stay connected to the church, to Christ’s body we continue to be 

nourished by His Word, Sacrament and fellowship 

ii. We are molded and transformed to be merciful even as your Father is 

merciful to you. 


