
Epiphany 5C – We are forgiven and sent to speak to a deaf world 

1. This week we’re going to spend some time in our OT lesson from Isaiah because God’s 

commission to him sounds strange to our ears. 

a. I don’t know if any of you have seen TED (technology, entertainment, design) 

talks, but they have been very popular in recent years. 

i. According to WhatIs.com a TED talk, “…is a video created from a 

presentation at the main TED conference or one of its many satellite events 

around the world.” 

ii. They are limited to 18 minutes in length on any topic, here's the TEDx 

website's explanation of selection criteria: "TED looks for engaging, 

charismatic speakers whose talks expose new ideas that are supported by 

concrete evidence and are relevant to a broad, international audience." 

iii. If you’ve never seen them, they are engaging articulate, well-done 

presentations, great examples of public speaking. 

iv. Clearly by their own definition these talks are not meant to be obscure and 

confusing – in fact that would defeat the purpose of almost any public 

speaking. 

b. So, listen to what the Lord says about Isaiah’s ministry, “Go, and say to this 

people: Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not 

perceive.’ Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind 

their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 

understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.” (Is 6:9-10) 

i. That’s the exact opposite not only of everything a TED talk is supposed to 

be, but that’s the opposite of everything we’re taught about public 

speaking from middle school on. 

ii. I might not have a thespian’s knack for articulation and elocution (seminary 

homiletics courses were not like that scene from “My Fair Lady” where Eliza 

Doolittle repeats over and over, “The rain in Spain stays mainly on the 

plain.”) – but I don’t aim to confuse with my sermons or Bible studies. 

iii. What could be going on here? Why would God send Isaiah to speak to the 

people KNOWING that they wouldn’t get it? 

c. What we find throughout Scripture is that unlike regular human speech the words 

and promises of God are NOT immediately accessible they are only understood by 

faith 

i. As Paul says, “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit 

of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them 

because they are spiritually discerned.” (1Co 2:14) 

ii. That is exactly what Isaiah was going to face in his ministry as a prophet – a 

people who thought themselves religious and godly yet devoid of true faith 



and therefore unwilling to hear the Word of God even though he was going 

to be speaking it clearly – Isaiah was sent to speak to a deaf world. 

2. But this isn’t true only of ancient Israel it’s also our reality today. 

a. For those of us born before 2000 the world doesn’t look anything like the world 

we grew up in – the value system and concept of right and wrong have been 

turned upside down. 

i. And yet the “world” outside of the church appears to take no notice – 

everything looks “normal” as though it’s been like this forever. 

ii. Suddenly, the norm is to live together before marriage, even for Christians, 

and anyone, including pastors who say this isn’t what the Word of God 

permits is reviled, even by those in the church (do you remember a time 

not so long ago when that lifestyle was scandalous?) 

iii. It’s no longer common to have a two parent, mother and father household 

– parents can be of the same gender, single parenting isn’t just the product 

of divorce but is a viable choice that many women undertake 

iv. I don’t need to mention the ongoing gender identity confusion (gender was 

something that not so long ago was understood to be immutable), 

abortion, acceptance of criminality and vagrancy and drug use, etc are just 

“the way it’s always been.” 

b. And when we speak of these changes, the wholesale abandonment of a value-

system that was largely a Judeo-Christian, biblical worldview we’re mocked and 

ridiculed as racist, bigamist, misogynistic…you name it 

i. The world looks at us with a strange mix of revulsion and condescension 

that we could hold such antiquated beliefs. 

ii. This is the natural path of a society that has abandoned the Word of God 

iii. Just as they had done in Isaiah’s day, they no longer hear the Holy Spirit or 

see any value in the Word. 

iv. Listen to Paul talk about this in the first chapter of Romans, “For although 

they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but 

they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 

darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the 

glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds 

and animals and creeping things. Therefore God gave them up in the lusts 

of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among 

themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie…” (Rom 

1:21-25) 

3. But as we see with Isaiah, we are forgiven and sent to speak to a deaf world 

a. As Isaiah stands before the presence of our all-holy God he is made acutely aware 

of his sinfulness saying, “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, 



and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the 

King, the LORD of hosts!” (Isa 6:5) 

i. God’s presence, like His Word, reveals us for the sinners that we are, we 

can harden our hearts and reject that diagnosis but that only leads to what 

Paul just said in Romans and what we see in our society today. 

ii. But God’s final Word to the world, to you, to me, to Isaiah is not one of 

condemnation and rejection 

iii. Rather, as we see in Isaiah, “Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having 

in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 

And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; 

your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” (Isa 6:6-7) 

b. God is always ready to forgive those who by His Word recognize their true plight 

and turn to Him in faith 

i. He has washed us clean in the blood of His Son who died that we might live, 

that we would receive His promise that, “There is therefore now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Rom 8:1) 

ii. And having been forgiven we are given a new purpose for our lives, to live 

as witnesses to the hope we have through faith. 

iii. After Isaiah had been forgiven, he was sent out for God, “And I heard the 

voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” 

Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” (Isa 6:8) 

c. Dearly belove in the Lord, you have heard the Word of the Lord, you have 

confessed your sins and you have been forgiven by His grace. 

i. Do not harden your hearts as the children of Israel did and as our world 

does today, rather let the Word of God have its way with you. 

ii. You have been forgiven and sent to speak to a spiritually deaf world, which 

will often keep on hearing, but not understanding; keep on seeing, but do 

not perceiving. Their hearts will be dull, and their ears heavy, and their eyes 

blind. 

iii. But the Lord promises that while many will reject His word and His ways 

there are those who will hear, and will receive, and will come to faith when 

we are faithful to live as His people.   


