
Palm Sunday C, 2022 – Jesus was reviled as King so we could wear the crown 

1. No need to mention that this Sunday is Palm Sunday, it’s self-evident from the all the 

palms we’re waving around 

a. This is the day we remember when our Lord came into Jerusalem hailed as king 

just five short days before the same crowd called for His crucifixion 

i. But I want you to go back with me to the end of the last church season - the 

season of Epiphany. 

ii. It ends with Transfiguration Sunday and the Lenten season begins three 

days later with Ash Wednesday. 

b. One of the common images used in Transfiguration sermons is the view we have 

from the Mt of Transfiguration to Mt Calvary – contrasting what happened on 

each mountain  

i. On the one hand Jesus reveals His divine glory on the Mt of Transfiguration 

before Peter, James and John while He’s talking with Moses and Elijah, 

ii. And on the other, many consider Jesus’ humiliation in His suffering and 

death on the cross on Mt Calvary. 

c. But this year rather than looking forward from the Transfiguration to Calvary 

we’re going to look back from Mt Calvary 

i. What we’re going to see is that Jesus’ true glory, the glory that He now 

enjoys and displays for all eternity is the crucifixion. 

ii. Yes, He had and has glory, might, and honor as the Son of God but His real 

glory is displayed in what He was willing to do for His creation – suffer and 

die to restore what we broke by our sin. 

iii. He bears the marks of crucifixion in glory forever for us – Jesus was reviled 

as King so that we could wear the crown of eternal life. 

d. And that journey to the cross, His glorification, comes to a culmination this week 

beginning with the events of Palm Sunday 

i. You see our Lord was welcomed into Jerusalem as King in fulfillment of OT 

prophecy so that nobody could mistake what was happening. 

ii. The prophet Zechariah writes, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout 

aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” (Zec 9:9) 

iii. And what the people exclaimed, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” (Joh 12:13) comes from Psalm 

118 expressing the Messianic hope of Israel that the Messiah King would 

come and save us – that’s what Hosanna means. 

iv. Yet, as I mentioned, a scant five days later the crowds called for their king’s 

crucifixion. 



2. So, let’s look more closely at our texts and see the true glory of Christ that was coming 

in His crucifixion for us. 

a. Public opinion has always been a fickle thing – the winds of change blow 

constantly and rarely from just one direction and many a person has been hailed 

one moment only to be reviled the next. Just look at some recent examples: 

i. Love him or hate him, prior to the outbreak of Covid, it looked like Pres 

Trump was an absolute shoe-in for a second term. 

ii. Yet, less than a year later Covid had destroyed our economy, we had 

massive social upheaval, and a pro-Trump rally broke into the capitol - now 

he’s being investigated by the justice department 

iii. Hunter Biden seemed impervious to criticism even after finding his laptop 

that purported to reveal all kinds of dirt, that story got buried during the 

elections and only now is coming to light – looks like he might be thrown 

under the bus, no longer politically shielded 

iv. AOC, who presents herself as a big supporter of labor, skipped out on a 

unionization rally for Amazon workers in favor of going to the swank 

Metgala surrounded by the wealthy elite – the union leader’s response, “At 

the end of the day, we won without them, and we can continue to achieve 

big victories without them.” 

b. In a much more profound way our Lord was the darling of Jerusalem one moment 

and not just scorned but given over to death the next 

i. But as today’s Gospel texts reveal, Christ’s glory was not in His popularity, 

nor in His welcome as King, but in His upcoming crucifixion. 

ii. After the entrance on Palm Sunday we hear that, “His disciples did not 

understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 

remembered that these things had been written about him and had been 

done to him.” (Joh 12:16) 

iii. And later as His own crucifixion drew near He said, “The hour has come for 

the Son of Man to be glorified.” (Joh 12:23) 

iv. Who would have ever expected that salvation would be accomplished in 

this manner that eternal life would be opened by eternal Son of God dying? 

c. This is what Paul marvels at in so many of his writings 

i. “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who 

has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” (Rom 

11:33-34) 

ii. And again from I Cor, “but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 

Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the 



foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 

than men.” (1Co 1:23-25) 

d. All this He did for you, so that you could wear the crown of eternal life as 

Scripture tells us 

i. As the Lord’s brother, James tells us in his letter, “Blessed is the man who 

remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will 

receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love 

him.” (Jas 1:12) 

ii. And as our Lord Himself tells the church in Smyrna in Revelation, “Do not 

fear what you are about to suffer…Be faithful unto death, and I will give 

you the crown of life.” (Rev 2:10) 

3. And those marks that our Lord received in order to make that possible are not marks of 

shame and humiliation 

a. They are marks of honor and glory that physically reveal what God was willing to 

do for His creation 

i. Revelation tells us that Christ, the Lamb, is eternally worthy of worship 

because of those marks, “And between the throne and the four living 

creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had 

been slain, And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the 

scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you 

ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and 

nation…and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the 

elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and 

thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb 

who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and 

honor and glory and blessing!” (Rev 5:11-12)  

ii. They are marks that Christ will bear for all eternity. 

b. The Lamb bears the marks of His crucifixion in glory that tell the story of what He 

has done for you. 

i. That narrative begins with the events we commemorate today and 

culminate on Easter morning. 

ii. Join me this week as we remember that Jesus was reviled as King so we 

could wear the crown of eternal life! 


