
Easter 2C – Hearing is Believing 

1. Two conversations recorded in the Gospel of John around the event of the crucifixion 

are representative of our current worldview 2000 years after this event 

a. The first is the conversation between Jesus and Pilate in the governor’s palace 

i. As Pilate was trying to ascertain Jesus’ guilt or innocence, he asks about the 

claim that he has heard that Jesus is a king saying, “So you are a king?” 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and 

for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. 

Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” (Joh 18:37) 

ii. In words that now shape the hearts and minds of scholars and citizens 

alike, “What is truth?” (Jn 18:38) 

iii. A catch-all question that allows us to conveniently dismiss all manner of 

biological and historical reality as imaginary constructs that can be 

redefined for each individual – everybody can create their own reality! 

iv. That is a topic for another time because God’s Word has a lot to say about 

capital “T” truth that isn’t a construct and can’t be changed to suit our 

whims and fancies. 

b. The other occurs after the events of that first Easter night when our Lord 

appeared to His disciples locked it the Upper Room for “fear of the Jews” 

i. No one could believe that He was alive, but He showed them His hands and 

feet and allows them to touch Him. 

ii. But for whatever reason Thomas wasn’t there, and he refuses to the 

believe the eyewitness testimony of the people he has been with for years 

iii. He famously states in today’s Gospel, “Unless I see in his hands the mark 

of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my 

hand into his side, I will never believe.” (Joh 20:25)  

iv. For this skepticism Thomas has forever retained the moniker of “doubting” 

Thomas – not a very complimentary designation.  

c. Thomas could have never known that his skepticism, his need to empirically verify 

what he was told, would be the same the ethos that undergirds the scientific 

method 

i. Like Pilate, whose question enables our society to doubt any truth claim, 

Thomas is a man for our times. 

ii. Without the ability to produce observable results to confirm a proposed 

hypothesis the achievements of virtually everything in the modern world 

would have been impossible 

iii. In the world seeing really is believing – the ability to verify what is asserted 

is essential to our life. 

d. But really has there ever been a time where seeing wasn’t believing? 



i. History has been unkind to Thomas, would the other apostles have believed 

if Christ hadn’t physically appeared among them after they watched Him 

die? 

ii. As we mentioned last week, as Mary Magdalene made her way to the 

empty tomb, she was going to finish preparing a dead body – she fully 

expected Jesus to be in the grave 

iii. Neither she, nor ANY of the disciples, understood (or believed) Jesus’ own 

words that the Son of Man must be betrayed into the hands of sinners, be 

crucified and on the third day rise. 

iv. In the world, pre-modern or modern, seeing is believing, no matter how 

sincerely we want to believe what we are told seeing is believing 

2. So, leave it to our Lord to choose the exact opposite of what we would expect to make 

faith possible because in the Kingdom of God, hearing is believing! 

a. Listen to what John writes at the end of our reading, “Now Jesus did many other 

signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but 

these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (Joh 20:30-31) 

i. These things are WRITTEN, hearing is believing! 

ii. That goes against everything that is natural to us and yet faith is not about 

seeing it is about trusting the promises of God and that is only possible 

through the Word and power of God 

iii. As Paul explains, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 

word of Christ.” (Rom 10:17) 

b. This was demonstrated in Abraham all the way back in Genesis 

i. Remember, Abraham is the father of the Jewish people, but he hadn’t had 

a child by the time he was 99 years old and yet even at that age God told 

him, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to 

number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” (Gen 

15:5) 

ii. Genesis reports that even at that age Abraham did not doubt, “And he 

believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” (Gen 15:6) 

iii. Abraham had absolutely no observable evidence that he should trust what 

God said, 99-year-old men didn’t have children then as now. 

iv. But he knew God would do what he promised because Hearing is Believing! 

c. Over and over Scripture bids us to trust in what we hear not what we see or feel 

because our perceptions can be deceived, we don’t “see” the whole picture 

i. Listen to Peter in his second epistle talking about the reliability of the Word 

over the senses as he remembers being with Jesus on the Mount of 

Transfiguration when He revealed His glory. 



ii. “For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the 

voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, 

with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne 

from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain.” (2Pe 1:17-18) 

iii. But rather than base his confidence on that amazing experience he 

immediately says, “and we possess as more reliable the prophetic word, 

to which you do well if you pay attention to it as to a lamp shining in a 

dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts,” 

(2Pe 1:19) 

iv. Thomas’ doubt provided the object lesson for our Lord’s gentle rebuke 

recorded in our Gospel, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” (Joh 20:29) 

d. Our next Bible study is called, “How we got the Bible,” and it begins on May 3. 

i. It is the story about the Bible itself, it’s formation, transmission, accuracy 

and reliability 

ii. It’s about why we continue to uphold this book as the inspired and inerrant 

Word of God – the Rock upon which to build your life 

iii. And it will be a blessing to your faith in the Word of God. 

3. Dear friends in Christ, as regards God’s promises hearing IS believing – put no 

confidence in what you experience or observe 

a. If we had to rely on our experience of people returning from the grave to believe 

Christ’s resurrection we’d never believe at all. 

i. But because Christ has risen from the dead, and was seen and testified to 

by many witnesses we know that all of God’s other promises are confirmed, 

as well. 

ii. Christ has become the offering for all sin, that through faith in Him you 

stand forgiven and will inherit eternal life in the blessings of paradise. 

b. To repeat John’s conclusion mentioned above, “Now Jesus did many other signs 

in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are 

written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

by believing you may have life in his name.” (Joh 20:30-31) – hearing is believing! 


