
Easter 5C – God will wipe away every tear from our eyes 

1. I don’t know if you’ve ever paid attention to how the Bible begins and ends? 

a. It’s the Garden of Paradise – it begins in Eden and ends in the New Heaven 

i. And what happens in between is the entire narrative of salvation and how 

God recreates and restores what we destroyed by sin in the beginning. 

ii. From the Fall of Adam and Eve to the Lamb of God who is in the midst of 

the throne reigning victoriously. (Gen 3:7, Rev 7:17) 

b. Last week was Good Shepherd Sunday and our Psalm was the well-known and 

well-loved Psalm 23 

i. It’s a Psalm in which David reflects on God’s protection in this world. 

ii. And when we hear, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 

they comfort me,” (Psa 23:4) we most often associate that protection with 

us at the time of death. 

iii. But there are plenty of times and places in this world that are valleys of the 

shadow of death. 

iv. Thanks to what our first parents unleased in the Garden of Eden when they 

sinned, life here is often fraught with danger, pain, and suffering. 

c. Look around you at the world of today and tell me if the shear enormity of what’s 

going on doesn’t bring you to the verge of tears. 

i. Of course, there are wars and rumors of wars as we watch atrocities like 

what’s happening in Ukraine unfold before our eyes…seemingly impotent 

to change the fate of millions of people. 

ii. Or the ongoing COVID crisis that even as it continues to evolve and rage on 

becomes background noise until the reality of the suffering and death that 

it brings hits close to home and reminds us of what we’d rather forget. 

iii. Or the troubling statistic I just heard this week that drug overdose deaths 

continue to rise at an alarming rate, totaling just over 100K last year alone! 

iv. That’s just a few of the problems out there not to mention the countless 

tragedies that unfold daily in our individual lives that aren’t world news. 

d. If you let the magnitude of these events sink in, you begin to realize that the 

valley of the shadow of death isn’t some distant time in your life but is an ongoing 

reality of a world broken by sin that should (and often does) make us cry 

2. But our loving God saw our plight even before the first death had occurred, He KNEW 

what was in store and He made a promise in the Garden that He fulfilled in our reading 

from Revelation – that He will wipe away every tear from our eyes! 

a. As you all know from hearing me say it time and again, the first promise of a 

Savior, the promise that provides the context for all of Scripture was given in the 

Garden when our Lord said to the serpent (Satan), “I will put enmity between 



you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall 

bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” (Gen 3:15) 

i. That promise found it’s fulfillment in the birth of God’s own Son, Jesus, to 

the Virgin Mary – offspring of the woman! 

ii. His ministry was about wresting control of this veil of tears from Satan and 

the forces of evil as He cast out demons, healed the sick and raised the 

dead – all maladies resulting from sin. 

iii. And in His death on the cross, a move that no one could have anticipated, 

He crushed the serpent’s head through His own sacrificial death that paid 

the price of our sin. 

iv. And on the third day He rose victorious from the grave revealing that even 

death could not hold Him – He had defeated all of the enemies arrayed 

against us to reunite us with Him forever! 

b. And now in our reading from Revelation, in the eternal, restored Garden that we 

never got to enjoy we see the relationship we were meant to have with our 

Father that we never got to experience because of sin 

i. John writes, “I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will 

be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 

shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 

things have passed away.” (Rev 21:3-4) 

ii. We have a similar prediction from the prophet Isaiah, “And he will swallow 

up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that 

is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord 

GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people 

he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.” (Isa 25:7-

8) 

iii. Our God knew what the consequences of sin would be for us, the suffering 

that it would bring, the separation between us that it would cause, the 

tears that would flow. 

iv. And He made a way back to Him when the way was closed to us, through 

the shed blood of His own Son who loved us more than His own life! 

3. Now that we have received such a salvation, knowing that we will see God face to face, 

that He will be more than a Father to us He has entrusted us with the task of gathering 

more of His children to Him. 

a. +Because this promise isn’t just for some people, it’s not only for “good” people, 

but Christ died for all people so that no one should have to cry anymore! 



i. That’s what Peter and the other disciples found in our reading from Acts, 

that even those who they thought were beyond redemption, not part of 

God’s plan had been given the Holy Spirit as he explains, “If then God gave 

the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?” When they heard 

these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the 

Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.” (Act 11:17-

18) 

ii. That reminds us that like the Gentiles in Peter’s day, whom the Israelites 

considered unclean, there are those in this world not in the church today, 

marginalized by the faithful as though they were unclean. 

b. But Christ died for them, Christ has a plan for them, Christ loves them and wants 

to change them as He told John in Revelation, “Behold, I am making all things 

new…It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To 

the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.” (Rev 

21:5-6) 

i. If God through the Holy Spirit can make the likes of me and the likes of you 

new, then He can and will make anyone new again! 

ii. Dearly beloved in Christ take this promise to heart, that God will wipe away 

all the tears from our eyes. 

iii. Let that motivate you to invite others to come and receive the promises of 

the Lord that He delivers here. 

iv. That they may know the embrace of their heavenly Father who comforts 

and consoles us that they would never cry again! 


