
Easter 4C – Because the Lord is our Shepherd we shall not want 

1. There are some verses in Scripture that really hit us in our spiritual gut to reveal our lack 

of faith and trust in God’s Promise to provide for us. 

a. One that I have mentioned a number of times in conversations and sermons over 

the past several years comes from Paul’s letter to the Philippians as he languished 

in jail not knowing whether he’d live or die. 

i. In that predicament he is still able to write with confidence, “For to me to 

live is Christ, and to die is gain.” (Php 1:21) 

ii. That is if he continues to live, his life is devoted to the Gospel and its 

proclamation and to die is to receive all that we have been promised. 

iii. From our perspective it would be easy to dismiss Paul’s statement that to 

die is gain because he was sitting in prison  

iv. But he doesn’t qualify his words, it’s just stated as an unconditional fact – 

to die is gain irrespective of what his circumstances are in life. 

b. He was looking forward to the prize of heaven, that which has been prepared for 

those who believe in Christ,  

i. He had no fear of death because he KNEW what was coming. 

ii. As he wrote to the Corinthians, “…no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the 

heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him…” 

(1Co 2:9) 

c. Yet, I hear the doubt and the uncertainty that marks so many of our lives even in 

the church, holding onto this life and this world with a white-knuckle grip.  

i. I can’t tell you how often I’ve heard believers say, “I’m looking forward to 

going to heaven…but not too soon…” followed by a nervous little chuckle. 

ii. Paul didn’t have a death wish but a sure confidence that no matter how 

grand (or not) this life may be to die is gain! 

iii. What would our lives look like if we had the confidence that Paul had?  

iv. What would our churches look like if we truly believed that for Christians 

what awaits us after this life is GAIN?! How enthused would we be to share 

that Good News with the world? 

2. But that’s only one example of what I’m talking about, there are many other verses that 

provide a mirror for us to honestly evaluate our faith  

a. One comes from the best known and best loved Psalm for many of us, Psalm 23 

where David writes, “The Lord is my Shepherd I shall not want…” (Ps 23:1) 

i. You might say, “How does that reveal our lack of trust in God’s promises?” 

ii. Simply because we WANT for everything – look at our lives (and I’m 

including myself in this too) 

iii. David is saying that when we trust in the Lord there will be no lack – He will 

not only physically sustain us, but He will be everything to us. 



iv. Yet so often we live our lives as though we are in desperate want, as 

though we have no good thing, always looking for more! 

b. I think it’s because in many ways we are victims of our own prosperity, the more 

we have the more we want 

i. As Solomon opines in Ecclesiastes, “…the eye is not satisfied with seeing, 

nor the ear filled with hearing.” (Ecc 1:8) 

ii. The trap that we fall into is that the more we have the more realize that we 

don’t have, which creates an endless cycle of want. 

iii. How many of you grew up with two pair of shoes – one for Sunday and one 

for every other day? Or with one car (or no cars), one phone, one radio, 

one TV… 

iv. How many of you still only have two pair of shoes, or one phone, radio, TV 

or even car? 

c. In just one generation the Lord has provided for us and our nation bountifully, 

beyond measure, your grandparents or great grandparents probably couldn’t 

conceive of the life we now enjoy. 

i. So very truly, the Lord has made it so that there is no want, we lack no good 

thing, yet we fail not only to recognize it but also trust that it will continue. 

ii. How much of our time and effort do we spend satisfying our not only our 

needs but our wants and desires? 

iii. All of those things take away from what Paul said to the Philippians, “To 

live is Christ, to die is gain.” 

iv. God provides for us so that we would be freed us from the need to worry 

about this life and the things of this life so that we may spend our lives in 

pursuit of Him and His Gospel not ourselves. 

3. The fourth Sunday of Easter is called Good Shepherd Sunday and today we remember 

that the Lord is our Shepherd so we shall not want…we don’t have to want! 

a. Over and over, He promises that He will provide for us, not just in Psalm 23 or the 

words of Paul but throughout the Scriptures 

i. Here’s what He says in the Sermon on the Mount about material blessing, 

“Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall 

we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’…But seek first the kingdom of God 

and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” (Mat 

6:31-33) 

ii. And listen to Him from the Gospel of John as He speaks with the Samaritan 

woman at the well 

iii. Jesus says to her (and us), “but whoever drinks of the water that I will give 

him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become 

in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (Joh 4:14) 



iv. Our Lord doesn’t just promise to supply our physical needs but also the 

very meaning of our lives. 

b. The reason we don’t have to worry about this life or the things of this life is 

because of what our heavenly Father has done for us through Christ. 

i. We all know, irrespective of our wealth or physical blessings that this life 

will end. 

ii. Death exists in this world because of sin, but we often live as though that 

were not true, as though death didn’t exist until we are forced to confront 

that truth. 

iii. And of all of our “needs” in this world our greatest need is to escape death 

if that were at all possible. 

c. That is what God has done for us in Christ, provided for our ultimate need so that 

we could be freed from the fear and hopelessness that death otherwise brings 

i. As He says in John 10, “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 

own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I 

lay down my life for the sheep.” (Joh 10:14-15) 

ii. Because Christ did walk the valley of the shadow of death and gave up His 

life for us, His sheep, His victory over death and the grave that first Easter is 

our victory over death and the grave when we trust in Him as our Lord and 

Savior. 

iii. Because He has taken care of our greatest need we are free to live in the 

certainty of the promise that Paul said to the Philippians, to live is Christ 

and to die really is gain! 

iv. Beloved on this Good Shepherd Sunday rejoice and trust in the promise 

that because the Lord is our Shepherd we shall not want for He has given us 

everything we need! 


