
Pentecost 2022 – The Power of God Comes to those who wait! 

1. Today we celebrate the Birthday of the Church - Pentecost 

a. When Jesus ascended back to heaven 10 days earlier it marked a turning point in 

the Church’s history as it entered a new phase that continues to today 

i. In the first phase God Himself, in Jesus of Nazareth, directly called, 

gathered and sent the church with the apostles and first disciples  

ii. The Ascension signaled that the earthly mission of Jesus was completed, 

but Pentecost began the next phase for the church with the giving of the 

Holy Spirit. 

b. And if you were to only read the account of the giving of the Holy Spirit from Acts 

you could be forgiven for thinking that Pentecost originated with Christians  

i. But Pentecost is not just a Christian festival – it was already ancient by the 

time these events took place 

ii. Pentecost is a Jewish festival commanded by God in the book of Leviticus, it 

was a harvest celebration that occurred 50 days after Passover – hence the 

name in Greek Pentecost (for fifty). (Lev 23:15) 

c. But most importantly for the early church, it was one of the festivals that God 

commanded all Jewish males to be present in Jerusalem, “Three times a year all 

your males shall appear before the LORD your God at the place that he will 

choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks/Pentecost, and 

at the Feast of Booths.”  (Deu 16:16)  

i. For devout Jews all over the Mediterranean area this was a time to go back 

to Jerusalem to make offerings in the Temple. 

ii. Like so many other events in the OT, Pentecost would get its full meaning 

after the ministry of Jesus. 

iii. Just as the Hebrews of old celebrated the annual harvest of grain, the true 

meaning of this harvest festival was going to be in God reaping in the 

fullness of His people through the Holy Spirit. 

2. And between Ascension and Pentecost, between phase one and phase two in God’s 

plan, like so many earthly projects with which we’re familiar, there was a pause before 

the new phase got under way…a time of anticipation. 

a. I don’t know if any of you remember the old TV commercial for Heinz Ketchup 

that touted its richer and thicker texture than other brands that used Carley 

Simon’s song, “Anticipation” 

i. As they were waiting for the catsup come out of the bottle you heard the 

song playing in the background, “Anticipation, anticipation Is makin' me 

wait – it’s slow good!” 

ii. The pace of life has only gotten faster since the halcyon days of the late 70s 

when that commercial was released. 



iii. There was no internet, cell phone, email, texting, or any of the other 

myriad ways that we’re never unplugged today – it almost seems quaint to 

“wait” for ketchup to come out of the bottle. 

iv. I’ve heard that if you tap it on the #57 it helps it to go faster, but who 

knows it’s one of those food mysteries like how many licks does it take to 

get to the center of a tootsie pop – I guess the world may never know! 

v. But the ad points to the very real problem that humans (regardless of 

century) are impatient, we have trouble waiting for almost anything, even 

God 

b. However, we learn today that the power of God comes to those who wait on 

Him! 

i. At the end of last week’s Gospel reading Luke reports that before He 

ascended Jesus gave the new church its one and only mission, “Thus it is 

written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 

dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 

witnesses of these things.” (Luk 24:46-48) 

ii. The church’s only mission has ever been to make disciples of all nations by 

proclaiming salvation only through Jesus Christ - the Gospel witness. 

c. And before that new phase in the church’s life could commence Jesus also told 

the Apostles to wait, “And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon 

you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” (Luk 

24:49) 

i. The power of God comes to those who wait – those who wait on the Lord 

and on His purposes. 

ii. The Apostles couldn’t do it on their own, not only were they not ready 

when Jesus ascended, they would never be ready without God. 

iii. The church was and still is God’s work – Jesus gave Himself for the life of 

the world to begin the church and the Holy Spirit “calls, gathers, 

enlightens” all people through the preaching of the Word and 

administration of the Sacraments to the present day – it hasn’t changed. 

iv. The church is not built by human wisdom or effort, but rather we are called 

to wait on the Lord and on His purpose and rely on His power to accomplish 

the mission. 

3. But when the Lord calls us to wait on Him, He doesn’t mean what we think of as waiting 

- doing nothing. 

a. During the time between the ascension and Pentecost the Apostles weren’t just 

aimlessly milling about waiting for grace to fall on them, they were engaged in 

prayer and praise. 



i. Luke writes that after the ascension and before Pentecost, “they 

worshiped [Jesus] and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were 

continually in the temple blessing God.” (Luk 24:52-53) 

ii. They were preparing for what Jesus promised, the power of God, they 

couldn’t know what that was going to be... 

iii. But they knew that it was about to come, and they lived in holy anticipation 

of that promise (like waiting for the ketchup). 

iv. The Power of God comes to those who wait on Him 

b. That power was revealed on the first Pentecost in Jerusalem when the Apostles 

were gathered together waiting on the Lord. 

i. Luke reports that, “When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all 

together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like 

a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on 

each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Act 2:1-4) 

ii. God had set the stage by bringing together Jewish men from around the 

Mediterranean to celebrate the Jewish festival of Pentecost. 

iii. And the Holy Spirit empowered the disciples, who had been waiting in 

anticipation for the manifestation of God’s power. 

iv. They were given the supernatural ability and courage to speak the Gospel 

that those gathered heard it in their own language, and the Church has 

been growing by the Holy Spirit’s power ever since! 

c. Dearly beloved in the Lord we are at a juncture in Church history as well, the 

dominance of Christianity in American culture is past 

i. If we are to continue the mission of making disciples through the 

witnessing of the Gospel, the time has come to put away our ideas of what 

used to work, or any idea that we can advance the church by human means 

ii. Let us return to what the Apostles did before that first great Pentecost: 

wait on the Lord in holy anticipation of His power and guidance – the 

church will not be rebuilt by man’s efforts but by God’s power! 

iii. Let us begin like the Apostles, to come together regularly (as we do after 

service to pray) and lift up our voices in prayer and praise eagerly 

anticipating that God will unleash the power of the Holy Spirit through us 

that we may continue be His instruments to make disciples. 

iv. The power of God comes to those who wait on Him! 


