
Proper 15C – We dream dreams, but God’s Word is Truth 

1. In this day and age where commitment to God’s Word continues to dwindle there are 

no shortage of people who fill that vacuum with their own ideas. 

a. I was reading an article on the Christian Post website this week that was making 

the case for female pastors (something that is not sanctioned by the Word nor do 

historic churches, including the LCMS, practice it) 

i. And while this sermon is NOT about women in ministry (none of our 

readings touch the topic) what is relevant is how this person handled 

Scripture or chose not to. 

ii. This scholar argues, “That these ancient cultures were all patriarchal 

cannot be ignored…and the question is how the writers of the New 

Testament handled this reality. The pastoral approach was to start with 

people where they are…Paul is putting the yeast of the Gospel into an 

already existing patriarchal structure and changing it, and quite 

significantly…That's where this is going. You don't just ask what does this 

say, you ask what is the trajectory of change Paul is working for?"i 

iii. So even though Paul explicitly says in I Tim, “I do not permit a woman to 

teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet,” 

(1Ti 2:12) this author says that’s not what it really means. 

iv. What this scholar is arguing is that what God’s Word said 2000 years ago is 

not what God’s Word will always say and it should be understood for the 

culture and time in which we live.  

b. This is the fundamental problem that we as sinners have with the Word of God – 

we wrestle with it, we don’t like some of the apparent constraints it places on us, 

we want it to say what we want. 

i. It is the first and fundamental sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden. 

ii. When Satan tempted Eve as she beheld the fruit, he got her to question 

God’s Word by asking, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree 

in the garden’?” (Gen 3:1) 

iii. And when she sinned and got her husband to sin, we’ve been questioning 

the Word of God ever since, just like the scholar just noted,  

iv. “Did God really say…” 

2. We see the same problem in our OT lesson in the nation of Israel who also substituted 

man’s dreams and wishes for God’s Word. 

a. Jeremiah was the last prophet of the southern kingdom of Judah before it fell to 

the Babylonians in 586 BC 

i. He was sent to preach God’s Word, to hold the line, in a nation that had 

turned its back on God. 



ii. Listen to what God says through Jeremiah, “Do not listen to the words of 

the prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They 

speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. They 

say continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be 

well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, 

they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’ ” (Jer 23:16-17) 

iii. Remember the people had turned their back on God, on true worship and 

sacrifice and had run after pagan gods. 

b. Jeremiah was sent to warn them to turn back to God or God would carry out what 

He promised through Moses all the way back during the Exodus, “But if you will 

not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his 

commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then...The LORD 

will bring you and your king whom you set over you to a nation that neither you 

nor your fathers have known. And there you shall serve other gods of wood and 

stone.” (Deu 28:15,36) 

i. And that is exactly what happened when the Babylonians came and 

destroyed Jerusalem, the Temple, and carried the people off to Babylon 

ii. The Lord meant what He said and said what He meant through Moses 

earlier, but these prophets wanted to God’s Word to say what they felt. 

iii. So, the Lord says through Jeremiah, “I have heard what the prophets have 

said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have 

dreamed!’ How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who 

prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, who think 

to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one 

another.” (Jer 23:25-27) 

iv. I know the temptation to think that God’s Word is over 2000 years old and 

therefore out of date 

v. To think that because these people were premodern and largely preliterate 

that God had to condescend to them, dumb His Word down to 

accommodate their ignorance. 

c. But that is NOT what God’s Word says about itself, we dream dreams, but God’s 

Word is truth! 

i. Psalm 119 is all about the praise and adoration of God’s Word, it is 176 

verses long, and it says, “Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed in the 

heavens.” (Psa 119:89) 

ii. Our Lord Himself says in Matthew 24, “Heaven and earth will pass away, 

but my words will not pass away.” (Mat 24:35) 

iii. And Isaiah says, “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our 

God will stand forever.” (Isa 40:8) 



iv. The consistent testimony of Scripture in the Old and New Testaments is 

that God’s Word does not change, that it is not interpreted differently from 

generation to generation but is the sure and certain foundation of truth. 

3. Especially in our society today the concept that any truth is unchanging and certain is 

out of vogue. 

a. Why should we be surprised that God’s Word is questioned when just about 

everything including gender is up for interpretation? 

i. This is the wisdom of the world, the wisdom of fallen mankind – we dream 

dreams, but God’s Word is truth. 

ii. When we combine that truth with our own thoughts and desires, we don’t 

end up with something better we end up with a confusing mess. 

iii. That’s because if all that the Bible says isn’t true then who determines what 

is? 

iv. If God’s Word didn’t say what it meant and meant what it says, then who 

gets to say what it really means? 

b. This will be covered more in our upcoming Bible study beginning Sept 14 and 15 – 

Culture War – Why we can’t get along 

i. Society seems so topsy turvy today because we’ve substituted our dreams 

for God’s truth 

ii. I know I’m not the only one here who is mystified that what used to be 

right is wrong, what was certain is now unsure, what was good is bad 

c. But our Lord tells us in the sermon on the mount, “Everyone then who hears 

these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house 

on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 

on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.” 

(Mat 7:24-25) 

i. And what is most sure and certain in that Word is God’s disposition toward 

you…us…He is for you not against you. 

ii. He loved you so much that He sent His Son Jesus to save you from your sin 

by suffering the punishment that you deserved…on the cross. 

iii. And rising again from the dead that first Easter morning He guaranteed 

your own resurrection and life with Him forever when you put your faith 

and trust in Him alone! 

iv. Dearly beloved do not rest your hopes on the futile dreams of your 

imagination but trust only in the Lord Jesus Christ and His Word of Truth 

not only for sanity in this life but the promise of life everlasting! 

 
i https://www.christianpost.com/news/women-as-church-leaders-an-egalitarian-view-on-women-preaching-and-pastoring.html 


