
Proper 17C: Luke 14:1-14 
Because of Jesus we are in the front row of the heavenly banquet 

1. Some of you may remember a series of Miller Lite commercials in the 1980’s (some not) 
a. Tastes great…less filling motif with a number of retired pro-sports stars 

i. One that I remember was Bob Uecker, “Mr. Baseball,” who was taking in a 
baseball game in the wrong seats 

ii. He’s bragging about being Mr. Baseball and all the perks he gets like free 
seats and free Miller Light when the fans recognize who he is… 

iii. And he confidently sits down in the section and the usher come up and 
says, “Hey buddy you’re in the wrong seats c’mon,” to which he replies 
with the most memorable line, “Oh, I must be in the front row.” 

iv. Uecker’s character assumes that he deserves a good seat, when asked to 
move, covers his embarrassment by saying must have even better seat 

b. If we go to a concert, sporting event or show do we purposely sit in poor seats? 
Certainly not especially if you have good tickets. 

i. And if better seats are open we move to them hoping no one will notice 
ii. Most of us want to be in a “better seat” (lit/fig) than we are, moving up 

c. That’s what Jesus addresses in the Gospel lesson today – our pride…our sinful 
inclination that assumes we deserve better because of who we are 

i. Luke sets the stage for our Lord’s teaching at a banquet, “One Sabbath, 
when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, they were 
watching him carefully…Now he told a parable to those who were invited, 
when he noticed how they chose the places of honor…”(Luk 14:1,7) 

ii. At that time the places of greater honor were seated closer to the host. 
iii. And the Lord, who must have been thinking about the Bud Light 

commercial 2000 years in the future says, “When you are invited by 
someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest 
someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, and he who 
invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this 
person,’ and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place.” 
(Luk 14:8-9) 

iv. No, our Lord wasn’t thinking of Bob Uecker, He was bringing forward 
Solomon’s advice from our OT lesson in Proverbs, “Do not put yourself 
forward in the king's presence or stand in the place of the great, for it is 
better to be told, ‘Come up here,’ than to be put lower in the presence of 
a noble.” (Pr 25:6-7) 

d. It was the process of choosing their seats that interested the Lord and betrayed 
the Pharisees motives 

i. The verb used to describe their action indicates that the Pharisees choosing 
required some deliberation about the seating arrangement 

ii. Society based more on honor and shame than we are – there was pride of 
place, the more exalted sat in better position – not first come first serve. 



iii. Interesting the even among Pharisees whom Jesus frequently berated for 
arrogance there was pecking order – they weren’t equal even among 
themselves 

2. This reading highlights one of the recurrent themes in Luke’s Gospel (and more broadly 
the whole Bible) – the great reversal – God doesn’t do what we expect but chooses the 
least likely venue 

a. We see examples of it throughout the Gospel like Mary’s song when she rejoiced 
about her pregnancy to her cousin Elizabeth 

i. Mary sang, “he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and 
exalted those of humble estate…” 

ii. God chose Mary, a poor, obscure virgin to be the mother of the Messiah 
iii. We hear Paul in I Cor 1, “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of 

you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world 
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that 
are not, to bring to nothing things that are,” (1Co 1:26-28) 

iv. Throughout Scripture God identifies with the poor, humble, and outcast 
which is the exact opposite of who we lionize and idealize 

b. What we find in Scripture is that our humility should originate from what God’s 
Word reveals about our human nature 

i. Despite what we may think or feel about our accomplishments Scripture 
paints a bleak picture of us saying, “for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God,” (Rom 3:23) 

ii. Thus, we can’t approach God based on our own righteousness or merit, we 
are all sinful and unclean before we come to know Christ by faith 

iii. AND knowing our rightful standing with God provides a necessary 
corrective for how we present ourselves among others as Paul says in Rom 
12:3, “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with 
sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned.” 

iv. We are not worthy in and of ourselves but worthy and honored in Christ 
3. If you think about it this is exactly how Jesus conducted his minstry, but on a much 

greater scale 
a. He was the One who came down from heaven, took the form of a servant – poor, 

humble, marginalized; He lived a perfect life in low estate 
i. And because He voluntarily took the lowest spot…the least favored position 

God has exalted Him as Paul says in Philippians: 
ii. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, 



being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross. Therefore, God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name, (Php 2:5-10) 

b. So that by His death on the cross our sins are forgiven, and we are raised up to a 
position of honor we don’t deserve on our own. 

i. Again, listen to our Lord’s Word through Paul, “For you know the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” (2Co 8:9) 

ii. Because of Jesus we who are the least of these are placed in the front row 
of the heavenly banquet with Christ 

iii. Or again, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us 
up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus,” (Eph 2:4-6) 

iv. Did you hear that, we have the front row seat with Christ in heaven 
because what He has done for us! 

c. Lastly, there’s a correlation between this episode in the Gospel and our own 
worship here in time 

i. When we gather her every week, we freely acknowledge our sin and 
shortfall as we begin each service (confess). 

ii. And every week He elevates us to a position of honor as He forgives our 
sins and receives us into fellowship at His table feeding us with His body 
and blood 

iii. Because Jesus was willing to take the lowest position for you when He 
deserved the highest He has placed you in the front row, the seat of honor, 
at His banqueting table here in time and in heaven for eternity. 


